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Welcome & housekeeping



Objectives

• To develop capacity building for handling OPMET data in digital format in the AFI Region (APIRG 20/45);

• To assist AFI States in implementing OPMET information exchange in digital format in order to:
– Increase awareness of users of the AFI Meteorological Bulletin Exchange (AMBEX) units on the exchange of OPMET 

data in digital format; and

– expedite the implementation of the AFI Transition Plan for handling OPMET Information in Digital Format.



GOAL

Insert your challenge 

description here

Insert your challenge 

description here

Amendment 77 to ICAO Annex 3

Introduction of the exchange of 

OPMET messages in XML/ GML 

format 

-recommendation to all States

ICAO Development of 

guidance material (Doc 

10003)

Amendment 78 to ICAO Annex 3

(effective 16 July 2018), Introduced the

ICAO Meteorological Information Exchange

Model (IWXXM).

05 November 2020-

standard to all States

-dissemination of OPMET 

data in IWXXM format

Background



APIRG/19 Conclu. 19/44
Development of capabilities of 

handling OPMET information in 

digital format

APIRG/20 Conclu. 20/44 Transition

Plan for handling OPMET Information in

Digital Format in the AFI region

20/45 Training Seminars to develop

capability building for handling OPMET

data in digital format in the AFI Region

APIRG/22
States and 

Administrations urged 

to develop capabilities 

for exchange of 

OPMET data in digital 

format

APIRG 21 Conclu. 

21/21
Exchange of OPMET 

data in digital format

Developments in the AFI Region

Dissemination
of OPMET
data in
IWXXM
format



ICAO Documentation

• Annex 3 and ICAO Doc 10003
– guidance on the implementation of IWXXM: 

• Manual on the ICAO Meteorological Information Exchange 
Model (Doc 10003). 



Readiness of AFI States

State Letter ES AN 8/6 –

0163 (05 March 2020)

– Responses received from 
RODB Dakar and RODB 
Pretoria: 
• Both RODBs are ready

State Letter ES AN 8/6 – 0164

(05 March 2020)

– Responses received from 

States: 

• 14 States from WACAF and 

ESAF Regions
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Challenges highlighted 

• Training

– (States and stakeholders);

• Acquiring infrastructure for the AMHS system

– Requests for assistance; and

• Delays due to the COVID-19 pandemic;




