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Laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 cases by WHO region

• African region accounts for only 2% of the global cumulative COVID-19 confirmed cases
• South Africa accounts for 44% of cumulative COVID-19 confirmed cases in the African region
• Differential testing capacity leads to biased view of the true burden and distribution of COVID-19 

cases 
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-

update-on-covid-19---8-february-2022



Detection of Omicron variant globally

Prevalence of variants of concern (VOCs) Delta and Omicron in the last 30 days, data as of 8 February 2022

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-
update-on-covid-19---8-february-2022

• Differential sequencing capacity leads to biased view of the true burden and distribution of SARS-
CoV-2 variants of concern



Implications – global reaction to detection of 
Omicron in Southern Africa

• Punished for advanced ability to detect new COVID-19 variants early: worldwide travel restrictions 
on flights from southern Africa were hurriedly introduced

• "Excellent science should be applauded and not punished," - the South African foreign ministry
• Severe harm to tourism and other sectors of the economy
• Within hours/days: Omicron detected in Belgium, Botswana, Israel and Hong Kong
• WHO cautioned countries against hastily imposing travel restrictions linked to the variant, saying 

they should take a "risk-based and scientific approach"


	COVID-19 Challenges – �a South African perspective
	Laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 cases by WHO region
	Detection of Omicron variant globally
	Implications – global reaction to detection of Omicron in Southern Africa

