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4Recent weather events affecting aviation in the Region
Volcanic Ash_ Nyiragongo Volcano (DRC) affecting neighboring ESAF States_ May/June 2021

https://www.icao.int/WACAF/Documents/Meetings/2021/AFI%20ATM%20Contingency%20plan/S2.2%2
0Management%20of%20the%20Mount%20Nyiragongo%20volcanic%20contingency.pdf  

https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/lava-reaches-goma-airport-in-dr-congo-after-volcanic-
eruption-3410788 

 

https://www.icao.int/WACAF/Documents/Meetings/2021/AFI%20ATM%20Contingency%20plan/S2.2%20Management%20of%20the%20Mount%20Nyiragongo%20volcanic%20contingency.pdf
https://www.icao.int/WACAF/Documents/Meetings/2021/AFI%20ATM%20Contingency%20plan/S2.2%20Management%20of%20the%20Mount%20Nyiragongo%20volcanic%20contingency.pdf
https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/lava-reaches-goma-airport-in-dr-congo-after-volcanic-eruption-3410788
https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/lava-reaches-goma-airport-in-dr-congo-after-volcanic-eruption-3410788


5Recent weather events affecting aviation in the Region
Tropical Storm Eleanor- February 2024

https://airportsofmauritius.aero/index.php/press/532-severe-tropical-storm-eleanor-temporary-closure-airport-due-
to-cyclone-warning-class-3

https://travelweekly.co.uk/news/air/travel-alert-issued-as-severe-tropical-cyclone-shuts-mauritius-airport 

https://airportsofmauritius.aero/index.php/press/532-severe-tropical-storm-eleanor-temporary-closure-airport-due-to-cyclone-warning-class-3
https://airportsofmauritius.aero/index.php/press/532-severe-tropical-storm-eleanor-temporary-closure-airport-due-to-cyclone-warning-class-3
https://travelweekly.co.uk/news/air/travel-alert-issued-as-severe-tropical-cyclone-shuts-mauritius-airport


6Recent weather events affecting aviation in the Region
Heavy rains leading to flooding- April 2024

https://nation.africa/kenya/business/why-kenya-airways-diverted-flights-at-jkia--4606012

https://www.citizen.digital/news/kq-diverts-flights-at-jkia-over-heavy-rains-poor-visibility-n341210 

https://nation.africa/kenya/business/why-kenya-airways-diverted-flights-at-jkia--4606012
https://www.citizen.digital/news/kq-diverts-flights-at-jkia-over-heavy-rains-poor-visibility-n341210


7Recent weather events affecting aviation in the Region
Severe Turbulence -May 2024

https://www.paddleyourownkanoo.com/2024/05/07/qatar-airways-confirms-that-flight-to-kilimanjaro-was-
rocked-by-severe-turbulence-leaving-cabin-in-disarray/

https://www.paddleyourownkanoo.com/2024/05/07/qatar-airways-confirms-that-flight-to-kilimanjaro-was-rocked-by-severe-turbulence-leaving-cabin-in-disarray/
https://www.paddleyourownkanoo.com/2024/05/07/qatar-airways-confirms-that-flight-to-kilimanjaro-was-rocked-by-severe-turbulence-leaving-cabin-in-disarray/


8The role of AMET ASBU implementation 

• Better informed decision-making
• Provision of more accurate and timely weather 

information. 
• Useful for making decisions on route selection, 

flight planning and potential weather hazards. 
• More efficient air traffic flow management:

• flight paths adjusted based on real-time weather 
updates.

• reducing delays and improving on-time 
performance

• Optimised flight paths:
• avoid turbulence, thunderstorms, and other adverse 

conditions.
• results in smoother flights, reduced fuel 

consumption, and lower carbon emissions.

What is ASBU implementation in the eyes of the users of MET Information (Pilots, ATC)?
• Implementation enhances the provision and use of 

meteorological information in aviation 

• Enhanced aviation safety:
• pilots can reduce the risk of encountering 

hazardous weather conditions, contributing to 
overall flight safety.

• Better communication
• AMET ASBU promotes standardized formats and 

requirements for exchanging meteorological 
information, 

• easier for pilots to access and interpret 
weather data from different sources. 
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Benefits of ASBU implementation to passengers

• Safer flights
• reduces the risk of encountering e.g. turbulence or other hazardous conditions. 
• more secure and comfortable travel experience for passengers.
• smoother journey for passengers, minimizing discomfort and potential anxiety.

• Reduced delays and cancellations
• Improved weather forecasting and optimized flight paths 
• minimize disruptions caused by adverse weather conditions. 
• fewer delays and cancellations, ensuring passengers reach their destinations on time.
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ICAO Aeronautical Meteorology (AMET)
A component for the Aviation System Block Upgrades (ASBUs) 
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AFI AMET B0 Implementation Status

• Questionnaire submitted to States 
• Excel format

• PTCs collected and analysed the information

• Challenges
• Less than 50% of ESAF States 

responded
• Some data did not include all airports 

as indicated in the AFI eANP
• Inadequate collaboration between 

CAAs and MET Service Provides (MSPs) 
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New ESAF Dashboard for reporting of ASBU Implementation

In progress under iSTARS

Requesting interested State Focal Points to register their interest to test the Dashboard around July
• Email details to RO MET/ENV
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Conclusion

• AMET aims to enhance the provision and use of meteorological information in aviation 
• Implementation of AMET ASBU 

• step towards modernizing aeronautical meteorology and enhancing the safety, efficiency, and 
environmental sustainability of aviation operations. 

• The associated new technologies, standardizing data formats, and improved communication and 
collaboration between meteorological service providers and aviation users are designed to achieve the 
benefits under the GANP and its ASBU framework.

• For Users of MET Information
• Results in improved situational awareness, optimized flight paths, enhanced safety, and ultimately, a more 

comfortable and efficient flying experience for passengers
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Questions?
https://www.icao.int/airnavigation/Pages/default.aspx 

https://www.icao.int/airnavigation/Pages/default.aspx
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Thank You!
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