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(1) An analysis of the events or circumstances that prompted the 
assessment.

(2) Identification of the wildlife species observed and their 
numbers, locations, local movements, and daily and seasonal 
occurrences.

(3) Identification and location of features on and near the airport 
that attract wildlife.

(4) A description of wildlife hazards to air carrier operations.

(5) Recommended actions for reducing identified wildlife hazards 
to air carrier operations.

139.337 (c) The wildlife hazard assessment 
must contain at least the following: 



Standardized counts of birds should be made at least 
twice monthly. 

Specialized surveys might be                            
needed to document mammals                                 
on the airport. These specialized                       
mammal surveys should be                                
conducted at least twice during a                           
12-month WHA. 

Wildlife Hazard Management at Airports 

(Second Edition Manual – 2005)



Advisory Circular No: 150/5200-38   
REQUIREMENTS FOR WILDLIFE HAZARD ASSESSMENTS, WILDLIFE 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT PLANS AND SITE VISITS

 Define Wildlife Hazard Assessment vs. Site Visit

 Minimum number of wildlife surveys/day and surveys/month

 Provide checklists/templates for review of WHAs/WHMPs.

 Provide guidelines for continual monitoring. 
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1. Description of triggering event/why 
they are conducting WHA.

2. Description of airport  

 a. On-site habitat

 b. Surrounding land-use

3.  On-site and off-site wildlife    
attractants (description)

4. Survey methodology/dates

5.  Results/survey data/trends

THE WILDLIFE HAZARD ASSESSMENT 
REPORT
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6. Prioritized recommendations

7. Maps/exhibits

 a. Map of airport and on-site survey points

 b. Map showing on-site attractants

 c. Map of 5,000ft, 10,000ft, 5 mile separation 
distances with off-site wildlife attractants (no 
exact requirement for how separation 
distances are measured)

 d. Photos of observations and areas of 
concern

THE WILDLIFE HAZARD ASSESSMENT 
REPORT
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THE WILDLIFE HAZARD ASSESSMENT 
REPORT



Mammal Survey Route and Transect 
Locations
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Strike History
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Avian Surveys
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Number of Birds Observed
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Mammal Observations
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Wildlife Attractants
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Recommendations

1. Maintain the proactive wildlife management program 
at the airport.
2. Initiate a wildlife hazard working group to improve 
wildlife management at airport.
3. Maintain clear, complete and easily accessible records 
of wildlife observations and wildlife management at the 
airport.
4. Adopt a Zero Tolerance Policy for hazardous species 
on the airfield.
5. Develop a Wildlife Hazard Management Plan.
6. Maintain / obtain depredation permits (not required).



Recommendations

1. Airfield Turf Management
 Alternate pattern of airfield mowing operations to avoid 

rutting and compaction of soil

2. Perimeter Fence
 Install subsurface barriers to preclude burrowing under 

fence
 Keep fence clear of vegetation

3. Habitat Management
 Remove stands of trees from AOA
 Clear vegetation from drainage ditches and ponds

4. Wildlife Control
 Increase harassment when gulls are present
 Continue permitted lethal control activities for rabbits



FAA APPROVAL

•FAA Airport Inspectors 
review and approve WHAs

•Use 14 CFR 139.337

•Send approval letter
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(d) The wildlife hazard assessment required under 
paragraph (b) of this section must be submitted to 
the Administrator for approval and determination of 
the need for a wildlife hazard management plan. In 
reaching this determination, the Administrator will 
consider—

139.337 (d)
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(1) The wildlife hazard assessment;

(2) Actions recommended in the wildlife hazard assessment 
to reduce wildlife hazards;

(3) The aeronautical activity at the airport, including the 
frequency and size of air carrier aircraft;

(4) The views of the certificate holder;

(5) The views of the airport users; and

(6) Any other known factors relating to the wildlife hazard of 
which the Administrator is aware.

139.337 (d) cont’d…



WHA VS. WHSV

WHA
 Duration = 12 Months

 Data collection = Monthly dawn / 
dusk point count surveys at pre-
determined stations

 Deliverable = Report 

WHSV
 Duration = 1-3 Days

 Data collection = Dawn / 
dusk observations made 
during full day site visit 

 Deliverable = Report 

 Wildlife strike history

 Current mitigation activities

 On-site and off-site attractants

 Recommendations



Questions?

Copyright: The Far Side
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