
Coordinated action in the aviation 
sector to control public health threats

Astrid Milde-Busch
AIRSAN Coordination, Robert Koch Institute

CAPSCA Meeting, Cairo, 17 November 2014



Following situation might arise

During a flight from a highly affected country, the cabin 
crew recognises that a passenger shows symptoms 
compatible with Ebola.
What to do …
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… at the airport?
… with the aircraft?

… with travellers?

… on board?

…?



AIRSAN Project

• Aim: to support EU Member States to ensure a well-
organised and coherent response to public health 
threats in air transport

• Support the implementation and preparedness 
activities according to the International Health 
Regulations and under EU Decision 1082/EC/2013

• Funded by EU
• Duration: April 2013 – March 2015
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• Robert Koch Institute, Germany

• National Institute for Public Health and the Environment, 
Netherlands

• University of Thessaly, Greece

• National Institute of Hygiene, Poland

• Port Health Authority, Federal Public Service Public 
Health, Food Chain Safety and Environment, Belgium

• KLM, Royal Dutch Airlines, Netherlands

• Medical Services, FRAPORT AG, Germany

• International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)

AIRSAN Associated Partners
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Aviation sector (n = 12)

International: 
IATA, ICAO, 
Eurocontrol, 
EC DG MOVE,
EASA

National: BMVI

Airlines: Air France, KLM, Lufthansa

Airports: Malta, Frankfurt, Varna and 
Burgas (Bulgaria)

AIRSAN: 24 Partners
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Additionally for radio-nuclear threats (n = 1): 
Office for Nuclear Regulation (UK)

Public health sector (n = 11) 

International:
WHO - HQ, 
WHO - EURO, 
ECDC

National: 
Belgium, Germany, Greece, Israel, 
Netherlands, Poland, Switzerland, 
Turkey

Source: jmco.net



Expected benefit of the AIRSAN Project

• AIRSAN Website and AIRSAN Communication 
Platform

• AIRSAN Network
• AIRSAN Review and AIRSAN Bibliography
• AIRSAN Guidance Documents
• AIRSAN Training Tool
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AIRSAN Website
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http://www.airsan.eu/

http://www.airsan.eu/Resources.aspx



AIRSAN Communication Platform
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http://www.airsan.eu/AIRSANNetwork/CommunicationPlatform/
Search/tabid/100/SearchIHR/True/Status/Open/Default.aspx



AIRSAN Network
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http://www.airsan.eu/ContactUs/
RegistertotheAirsanNetwork.aspx

http://www.airsan.eu/AIRSANNetwork/NetworkRegistry/tabid
/99/SearchIHR/True/Default.aspx



AIRSAN Review

• Background: many organisations have already developed 
useful documents about public health threats in aviation

• Aims
o To list relevant existing documents
o To make the content of these documents easily accessible

• Method
o Inclusion criteria: documents of international organisations 

about public health threats in the aviation sector
o Definition of structural criteria and 33 keywords

(e.g. „Emergency Planning“)
o 2 scientists reviewed the documents
o Assignment of a score for each keyword specific page (1 – 4)
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AIRSAN Bibliography

• 48 documents included
• Published by

o 17 by IATA
o 16 by ICAO
o 10 by WHO
o Each 2 by ACI, EC and ECDC
o Each 1 by AEA and IAEA

• Many documents developed in cooperation with 
other international organisations
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AIRSAN Bibliography
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http://www.airsan.eu/Resources/
Bibliography/Overview.aspx http://www.airsan.eu/Resources/

Bibliography/Search.aspx



AIRSAN Bibliography
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http://www.airsan.eu/Resources/Bibliography/Search.aspx



AIRSAN Guidance Documents

• Method: 2 surveys amongst AIRSAN Partners
o To identify topics where guidance is still missing (gaps)
o To prioritise these topics

• Results
o 11 topics identified and prioritised
1. Contact tracing - cooperation between airlines and public health 

authorities
2. Rapid assessment and management of biological threats on 

board of  aircraft or at airport
3. Generic guidance document on cooperation between aviation 

and health sector - interoperability of emergency plans
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AIRSAN Guidance Documents
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AIRSAN Training Tool

• Shall support authorities 
and companies with the 
implementation of the 
AIRSAN Guidance

• As table top exercises with 
video injects, information 
and additional aiding 
material
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Source: eci.com



Exercises
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http://www.airsan.eu/AIRSANNetwork/Exercises/
UpcomingExercises.aspx

http://www.airsan.eu/AIRSANNetwork/Exercises/
AddExercise.aspx



Next steps in the AIRSAN Project

• AIRSAN Website and AIRSAN Communication Platform
o Optimising
o Continues updates

• AIRSAN Network
o Continues recruiting of members
o Expanding the network

• AIRSAN Guidance Documents
o Field tests
o Publishing on the AIRSAN Website
o Promoting use

• AIRSAN Training Tool
o Finalising, incl. manual, information and aiding material
o Publishing on the AIRSAN Website
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Future

• Continue efforts to strengthen public health in 
relation to transport
o Maintain network and exchange possibilities

• Development
o … of further AIRSAN Guidance Documents
o … of further scenarios for the AIRSAN Training Tool

• Build on synergies with SHIPSAN, CAPSCA, PAGNet
and related networks

• Interest to answer calls for 2016
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Synergy with CAPSCA and PAGNet

• AIRSAN is an EU funded project which helps developing 
topics that also have been identified by CAPSCA and 
PAGNet partners

• Strengthen the network efforts in Europe of CAPSCA and 
PAGNet

• Close collaboration with CAPSCA and PAGNet
• WHO and ICAO are members of the Scientific Advisory 

Board of AIRSAN
• At the moment AIRSAN until 2015, but the AIRSAN 

Network will continue, also strengthening CAPSCA and 
PAGNet networks
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Contact
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• Join the AIRSAN Network: www.airsan.eu
• E-mail: AIRSAN@rki.de



This document arises from the AIRSAN project which 
has received funding from the European Union, in the 
framework of the Health Programme. 
Sole responsibility lies with the author. 
The Executive Agency for Health and Consumers is not 
responsible for any use that may be made of the 
information contained therein.


