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Dubai from 2004 to 2013 (Google Earth)



Dubai Growth 2004 to 2013.

• Passenger numbers 2004 - 21,711,883
• Passenger numbers 2013 - 66,431,533

• Aircraft movements 2004 – 168,511
• Aircraft movements 2013 – 369,953



Local Runway Safety Team - Experience at Dubai 
Airports

• Re-launched – Feb 2012.
• Frequency – Meet every 3 months or as required.
• Implemented in line with DA SMS policy (Aerodrome 

manual part 6)

Background
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Terms of Reference



• Key personnel required:

– Airside Operations

– DANS (ATC Ops & Safety)

– ARFFS

– Engineering services

– Airlines

Participants
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• Runway Incursions –

• FOD on the runway –

• Bird strikes. -

Note: Joint investigations with ATC are undertaken for all Runway incidents and fed back 
with recommendations to the RST.

Key Issues for Review
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• Due to several safety campaigns and targeted driver training 
programs at DXB, there has been a massive reduction in 
Runway incursions.

• In addition infrastructure upgrades include - signage, paint 
markings (runway ahead signs), lighting review to name a 
few.

• Actual improvement significant from when records began in 
2010 to the end of 2013. 

Success Runway Incursions.



Local Runway Safety Team - Experience at Dubai 
Airports

• With targeted safety campaigns at Dubai significant reduction 
in instances of FOD reports on the runway have been 
witnessed at Dubai.

• Initiatives such as marking engineering tools to ensure sign 
out/in logs are maintained during maintenance has been 
introduced.

• Habitat management audits and maintenance plans have 
been introduced.

• Like Runway incursions significant improvement can be seen 
from the 2010 records.

Success FOD



Local Runway Safety Team - Experience at Dubai 
Airports

• With the introduction of a 24/7 bird dispersal and recording 
resource through the LRST significant improvement on bird 
strike figures have been seen.

• Improved wildlife habitat management within the airport 
boundary has aided the improvements.

• Introduction on wildlife safeguarding requirements on new 
developments has also shown significant impact.

• Like Runway incursions and FOD significant improvement can 
be seen from the 2010 records.

Success Bird Strikes
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• The Local Runway safety team are invited to participate 
in the detailed 6 monthly inspection of the RWY’s for 
both airports.

Detailed runway walks



Detailed Level 3 Report



DWC Statistics
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• FOD Radar
• Follow the Greens 

• Airside Operations Go Teams
• Safety Campaigns
• Project Interaction

The Future


