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SUMMARY 
 
This paper provides an update on the activities of the Middle East Air 
Navigation Planning and Implementation Regional Group 
(MIDANPIRG), especially those related to safety; and highlights the 
activities coordinated between RASG-MID and MIDANPIRG for an 
improved efficiency of both Groups and to avoid duplication of efforts. 
 
Action by the meeting is at paragraph 3. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The Fourteenth Meeting of the Middle East Air Navigation Planning and 
Implementation Regional Group (MIDANPIRG/14) was hosted by the General Authority for Civil 
Aviation (GACA) of Saudi Arabia at the Intercontinental Hotel – Jeddah, from 15 to 19 December 
2013. The MIDANPIRG/15 meeting will be held in Bahrain, 8-11 June 2015. 
 
1.2 The Fourth meeting of the MIDANPIRG Steering Group (MSG/4) was held at the 
Meeting Room of the ICAO Middle East Regional Office in Cairo, Egypt, from 24 to 26 November 
2014. 
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2. DISCUSSION 

 
MIDANPIRG Activities 
 
2.1 Taking into consideration the global developments related to air navigation planning 
and implementation and performance monitoring of the air navigation systems, MIDANPIRG/14 
agreed to a new MIDANPIRG Organizational Structure and endorsed updated version of the Terms of 
Reference (TOR) of the MSG, ANSIG, AIM SG, ATM SG, CNS SG, MET SG and PBN SG. In this 
respect, it’s to be highlighted that all aerodrome safety issues, which represented the main activity of 
the previous MIDANPIRG AOP Sub-group were transferred to the RASG-MID. 
 
2.2 The MSG/4 meeting addressed mainly air navigation planning issues and approved 
on behalf of MIDANPIRG some urgent Conclusions such as the endorsement of the MID Region Air 
Navigation Strategy. The First meeting of the Air Navigation Systems Implementation Group 
(ANSIG/1) held in Cairo, 10-12 February 2015 addressed the implementation issues. It reviewed the 
outcome of the different MIDANPIRG Sub-Groups including the status of implementation of the 12 
priority 1 ASBU Modules vs. the agreed air navigation targets. 

 
2.3 MSG/4 on behalf of MIDNAPIRG endorsed the following: 
 

− updated edition of the MID Region ATM Contingency Plan; 
− MID Region PBN Implementation Plan; 
− Draft MID Region High Level Airspace Concept; 
− MID Region Strategy for the implementation of AIDC/OLDI; 
− updated edition of the MID Region process for Mode S IC codes allocation; 
− draft Methodology for reporting and assessing the progress related to the 

transition from AIS to AIM;  
− MID Region AIM implementation Roadmap; and 
− Implementation Plan for the establishment of MID Regional OPMET Centre 

(ROC). 
 
2.4 The establishment of the MID Region ATM Enhancement Programme (MAEP), 
which will be the regional platform that provides the basis for a collaborative approach among all 
ATM stakeholders, towards planning and implementing air navigation projects in support of the MID 
Air Navigation Strategy is an ongoing project. 
 
2.5 A comprehensive review and update of the list of air navigation deficiencies with a 
focus on the associated corrective action plans, assignment of priority and interference with the 
USOAP-CMA findings, was undertaken by all MIDANPIRG subsidiary bodies. 

 
2.6 The ANSIG/1 meeting reviewed the Draft MID RVSM Safety Monitoring report 
(SMR 2014) and noted that the safety objectives as set out by MIDANPIRG continue to be met. It is 
to be highlighted that the Final SMR 2014 will be presented to MIDNAPIRG/15 for endorsement. 

 
2.7 The ANSIG/1 meeting reiterated the importance of upgrading the Flight Data 
Processing Systems (FDPS) to take full benefit from the information included in the INFPL and urged 
the concerned States (that are still using converters) to take necessary actions. 

 
2.8 The ANSIG/1 meeting was apprised of the outcome of the Multidisciplinary Meeting 
on Global Flight Tracking (MMGFT) (Montreal, Canada, 12-13 May 2014) and the Second High 
Level Safety Conference 2015 (HLSC 2015) (Montreal, Canada, 2-5 February 2015) related to Flight 
Tracking and Search and Rescue (SAR). The meeting encouraged States to take into consideration the 
recommendations of the MMGFT meeting and the HLSC 2015. 

 



RASG-MID/4-WP/23 
-3- 

 
Coordination between MIDANPIRG and RASG-MID 
 
2.9 The meeting may wish to recall that while RASGs have been established to initially 
deal with safety issues directly related to flight operations, planning should be initiated as soon as 
circumstances permit to adopt systems approach so that RASGs address safety issues from an 
integrated perspective that includes flight operations, aerodrome and ATM safety. 
 
2.10 The meeting may wish to note that RASG-MID and MIDANPIRG have been 
coordinating some related safety issues such as mitigation measures for CFIT (unstabilized 
approaches) and Call Sign Confusion and similarity. Other subjects of interest to both groups have 
been identified, in particular those related to ATM safety such as SMS implementation for 
ANS/ATM, Language Proficiency for Air Traffic Controllers, RVSM safety monitoring, etc. 

 
2.11 With respect to CFIT, coordination is taking place with IATA to identify the 
airports/runways in the MID Region with the highest risk of Runway Excursion and CFIT due to the 
high number of un-stabilized approach in order to implement the DIP related to the implementation of 
PBN approach procedures to all runways not currently served by precision approach procedures. 
Additional DIP is also being developed on specific training for pilots and air traffic controllers and 
promotion of pilot adherence to Standard Operating Procedures to reduce the number of un-stabilized 
approaches. 

 
2.12 In connection with the above, the meeting may wish to note that the Flyer on 
Unstabilized Approach “Avoiding Unstable Approaches” at Appendix A was jointly developed by 
ICAO and the major International Organizations, in order to provide tips to Air Traffic Controllers 
and Pilots to avoid unstable approaches. 

 
2.13 The meeting may wish to note that the MSG/4 meeting recognized the urgency of 
implementing mitigation measures for the Call Sign similarity and confusion and agreed to the 
establishment of a Call Sign Confusion ad-hoc Working Group (CSC WG) in order to: 

 
a) analyze the results of the survey on the acceptance/processing of flight plans 

containing “alphanumeric” call signs ending with letter(s); and 
 
b) develop solutions to mitigate the risk associated with Call Sign Confusion and 

similarity.  
 

2.14 Based on the above, the RSC/3 meeting agreed that the follow-up on Call Sign 
Confusion and similarity be based on the outcome of the Call Sign Confusion Ad-hoc Working Group 
(CSC WG). The outcome of the First Meeting of the CSC WG/1 meeting is presented in a separate 
working paper. 
 
Second PIRG-RASG Coordination Meeting 
 
2.15 The meeting may wish to note that the Second PIRG-RASG Meeting was held in 
ICAO Headquarters, Montreal on 5 February 2015.  The report of the meeting is at Appendix B. 
 
3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 
 
3.1  The meeting is invited to note the information contained in this paper and explore 
ways and means to enhance effective coordination between MIDANPIRG and RASG-MID. 
 
 
 

------------- 
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