INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION
MIDDLE EAST OFFICE
ICAO HLIPORT SEMINAR (IHS)

(DuBAl, UAE, 8 — 10 DECEMBER 2015)

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION

l. GENERAL
1.1 Place and Duration

111 The ICAO Heliport Seminar (IHS) organized by the ICAO MID Regional Office, and
gratefully hosted by UAE, was successfully held at the Conrad Hotel, Dubai, UAE, from 8 to 10
December 2015.

1.2 Opening

121 The Seminar was opened by Mr. Mohamed Smaoui, Deputy Regional Director, ICAO
Middle East Regional Office, Cairo and Mr. Mohammad Al Dossari, Director, Air Navigation and
Aerodromes Department, General Civil Aviation Authority (GCAA), UAE.

1.3 Attendance

131 The Seminar was attended by a total of ninety two (92) participants from ten (10) States
(Australia, Egypt, France, Germany, Italy, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom
and United States of America). The list of participants is at Attachment A.

13.2 The Seminar was also attended by members of the ICAO Heliport Design Working
Group (HDWG) who were attending the HDWG meeting organized concurrently with the Heliport
Seminar in Dubai.

1.4  Agenda
141 The agenda was developed around the main following topics:

a) Global and Regional development related to Heliports;
b) Heliport Regulation and Safety Oversight;
c) Helicopter Operator’s perspective on Heliports;

d) Heliport Design and Safeguarding;



e) Off-Shore Helidecks;
f) Heliport Certification Overview;
g) Heliport Certification Interactive Workshop; and

h) Wrap-up and Closing.

1.4.2 The Work Programme and the presentations delivered during the Seminar are available at
the ICAO MID Regional Office website:
http://www.icao.int/MID/Pages/2015/Heliport%20Seminar.aspx.

15 Objective

151 The main objective of the Seminar was to provide an overview on ICAO Standards and
Recommended Practices (SARPS) related to heliports with a focus on design and operation requirements.

152 As the first Regional Seminar that addresses heliports in the MID Region, the Seminar
was an opportunity to:

e provide an overview on ICAO provisions for Heliport Design and Operation;
o review the status of MID States activities and provisions related to Heliport;

e provide an update on the work programme and plans of the ICAO Heliport Design
Working Group (HDWG); and

e highlight the need for heliport regulations and safety oversight and explore ways to
enhance heliport safety and efficiency in the MID Region.

1. SUMMARY AND OUTCOME OF DISCUSSIONS
2.1 The Seminar acknowledged that:
e Although Heliports design and operation constitute a complete part of ICAO Annex
14 (Volume 11), the focus was mainly on the fixed wings aerodromes which are
addressed under (Volume I). Therefore, this event should be the beginning of
continuous efforts to improve heliports operation and safety.
e The increase in helicopter operations and the need for heliports all over the world,
and in the MID Region in particular, requires continuous efforts to improve heliports
operation and safety.

o High level commitment and collaboration from all parties are essential for heliport
safety.

o Heliport certification and safety oversight are good tools to enhance heliport safety.
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2.2 Based on the above, the Seminar developed the following recommendations:

I1l. CLOSING

MID States are encouraged to implement ICAQO provisions related to Heliports
(Annex 14 Volume I1) through national regulations and safety oversight. This should
include implementation of adequate SMS.

MID States are encouraged to establish and maintain database for Heliports. This
should include monitoring new Heliports construction and development.

ICAO is invited to consider inclusion of core training elements (for CAA inspectors
& Heliport operators) as part of the Heliport Design and Services Manual.

The outcomes of this Seminar are to be reported to RASG-MID and shared with the
other RASGs.

3.1 In closing, Mr. Adel Ramlawi, RO/AGA, ICAO MID Regional Office, thanked the
participants for their presence and expressed ICAQ’s gratitude to GCAA for the excellent arrangements
and outstanding hospitality.

3.2 The participants recognized the usefulness of the event and expressed their thanks to
ICAO for organizing such a fruitful Seminar and encouraged the organization of similar events in the

future.
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