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Recap of the IHR and core capacity 
development related to aviation 
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WHO Headquarters, Regional and Country Offices 
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International Health Regulations (2005) 
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Key Features of IHR (2005) 

 The stated purpose and scope of the IHR are "to prevent, protect against, control 
and provide a public health response to the international spread of disease in ways 
that are commensurate with and restricted to public health risks, and which avoid 
unnecessary interference with international traffic and trade.” 

 Because the IHR are not limited to specific diseases, but are applicable to health 
risks, irrespective of their origin or source, they will follow the evolution of diseases 
and the factors affecting their emergence and transmission.  

 The IHR also require States to strengthen core surveillance and response 
capacities at the primary, intermediate and national level, as well as at designated 
international ports, airports and ground crossings.  

 They further introduce a series of health documents, including ship sanitation 
certificates and an international certificate of vaccination or prophylaxis for 
travelers. 



6 | 

Key Features of IHR (2005) 

 Each State Party will designate or establish a National 
Focal Point (NFP), accessible at all times to communicate 
with WHO IHR contact points (Article 4) 

 Prescribing a protocol for determining a public health 
emergency of international concern (PHEIC) including 
establishing an Emergency Committee to advise on 
temporary measures. (Article 12) 

 Cooperation of WHO with intergovernmental organizations 
and international bodies (Article 14) 
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NFP is an institution, rather than an individual 

Availability at all times for 
communication with WHO 

NFP is in charge for urgent IHR communications with WHO and for 
sharing information with all relevant sectors in their country 

The IHR National Focal Point - NFP 
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Two main areas for implementation 

►  National minimum (capacity) requirements 

 National surveillance and response systems 

 Capacity at points of entry                                    

 (Ports, airports, ground crossings) 

►Global "event" management 

 A global early warning and information system 

 Coordination of international response 
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States Parties shall utilize existing national structures and resources to 
meet their core capacity requirements under these Regulations, 
including with regard to: 

 their surveillance, reporting, notification, verification, response and 
collaboration activities;  

 their activities concerning designated airports, ports and ground 
crossings and associated inspections of conveyances 

 

IHR Requirements for Core Capacities 
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IHR Core Capacities at Points of Entry 
Annex 1 
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All-hazard surveillance under IHR 

Signals 

screen – filter – initial assessment 

Verification 

PHEIC 
assessment 

Response to VR; Article 10 para 2 

Consultation; Article 8 

Notification; Article 6 

Verification request; Article 10 para 1 
Events discarded  in verification 

PH alerts  
– notifiable events 

National IHR 
Focal Point 

WHO IHR Contact Point 

Other reports; Article 9 para 2 Other reports; Article 9 para 1 Events 
  

Potential 
events 
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Managing public health events at PoE   

Public health authority: 
National Surveillance  

and Response system   

 Relevant sectors  
& stakeholders 

Hospitals & facilities  
PoE 

:Arrangements 
- transportation  
- treatment  
- isolation  
- diagnosis 

  Mechanisms: 
- Event communication  
- Collaborative investigation 
- Coordinated response 
(e.g. examination, disinsection, derating, 
disinfection, decontamination, contact tracing, etc)  

Arrangements  
- Quarantine 
- Conveyance inspection  
- vector control  
- disinfection… Coordinator 

Infect. Dis. ………. security 

NFP 

WHO 
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 Communications concerning ill passengers  
and other health risks detected onboard 

Art 28   

    Pilot in command of an aircraft (or 
agents): 

   make known to the port control, as 
early as possible before arrival at the 
port of destination, any cases of illness 
indicative of disease of an infectious 
nature or evidence of a public health 
risk on board,  

   supply any information required by the 
competent authority as to health 
conditions on board during the 
international voyage (or ship’s surgeon 
if one is on board). 

 

Detect and report any urgent 
or unexpected events 
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Other examples of IHR requirements  
related to aviation 

Subject Pertinent articles 

General obligations Art 19,  20,  Annex 1 B 

Health measures on arrival and 
departure 

Art 23, Annex 1B  

Conveyances and conveyance 
operators 

Art 24, 25, Annex 4 

Communication and 
management of PH events 

Art 27, 28, 30, 31, 32, Annex 1B  

Health documents Art 36, 38, Annex 6, 9 

Vector  Art 9, 27, Annex 1B, 5 
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As of January 2015,  
64 States Parties have informed the IHR 
Secretariat that they have achieved these 
core capacities;  
81 States Parties have requested second 
extensions through 2016; and  
48 States Parties did not communicate their 
status or intentions.  

IHR Core Capacities Global Situation 
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Designated PoE & Public Health 
Contingency Plan (EMRO, 2014) 
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WHO  PoE guidance and Tools 
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WHO Support for Strengthening Public Health Capacity  
at Points of Entry - POE 

 
Provide technical support and advice 

for builiding capacities for 
prevention, early detection,  and 
control of public health risks 

Support preparedness capacity 
development for event management 
and emergency response  

Provide WHO Certification for IHR of 
capacities at airports and ports 

Foster international collaboration in 
a multisectoral approach 

 
 

ACTIVITIES 

Trainings 

N
etw

orking 

Activities in all 
WHO Regions 

G
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Exchange and dissemination of knowledge and information 

 IHR Information, guidance and tools: 
 

 Document Center 
 IHR multilingual web site 

             www.who.ihr/int/fr/index 
 

Many documents and tools available in the 6 WHO languages 
 
Publications:  

 IHR news – quarterly information bulletin 
 Main target audience: NFPs but also                                                                                                      

other public health actors and 
stakeholders   
 

 Ihrinfo@who.int : Information exchange with 
technical partners and general audiences 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.who.ihr/int/fr/index
mailto:Ihrinfo@who.int
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WHO Guidance and Tools related to PoE 
PUBLISHED 

http://www.who.int/ihr/publications/ports_airports/en/ 
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WHO Technical Advice for 
Event Management in  

Air Transport 

WHO PoE Guidance and tools under development 

Event management 
DECEMBER 2015 

Vector 

Project on PoE Vector 
Identification Platform 

Vector Surveillance and 
Control at PoE 

Ground Crossings 

WHO Technical Advice for 
Event Management on 

board ships 

Others 

Procedures for 
Airport and Port 

Certification 



25 | 



26 | 

https://extranet.who.int/hslp/training/?lang=fr 
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Technical Guidance and 3 min. Advocacy 
movie to bring you into the 
operational work on the ground  

IHR PORTS 

E-learning and face-to-face tools 

Network 
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JOIN US, SUBSCRIBE NOW! 
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 r/ports_airports/en/hw w w . w h o . i n t / i 

        PUBLIC HEALTH 

Thank you 

  شكرا

Merci 

Gracias 

谢谢 

спасибо 

Obrigado 
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