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Welcome & Opening
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Group Photo



CAPSCA objectives 
Overview and role in COVID-19

Mohamed Iheb Hamdi

Regional Officer for Aerodromes  and Ground Aids
CAPSCA MID Regional Coordinator



Collaborative Arrangement for the 
Prevention and Management of Public 

Health Events in Civil Aviation

• ICAO programme managed by ICAO with 
support from WHO

• Multi-sector collaboration: Aviation, Public 
Health, Security & Immigration, Emergency and 
disaster response, etc.

• Global, regional, national and local levels

• Voluntary membership, no fee to join

What is CAPSCA

Objectives

• Safe & economically viable air transport 
network, with minimal adverse effects on 
international travel and trade 

• Preparedness planning and ability to deliver a 
prompt response to public health events

• Assist regulatory compliance with ICAO 
Standards and Recommended practices (SARPs) 
and WHO International Health Regulations



CAPSCA and regulations

International Health Regulations (IHR) published by WHO
ICAO Annexes 6, 9, 11, 14, 18 & PANS-ATM, FAL , Aviation Medicine

National Public Health Emergency Contingency Plan 
National Aviation Regulations with standards related to public health 

National Aviation Plan for a Public Health Emergency 
Airport (PoE) Public Health Emergency Contingency Plan

Aerodrome Emergency 
Plan and Aerodrome 

Manual including 
public health 
emergencies

Air Traffic Services 
(ATS) contingency plan 
including public health 

emergencies

ATS Procedures for 
notification of 

suspected public 
health risk on board 

an aircraft

Aircraft Operators 
Procedures for 

managing suspected 
public health risk on 

board an aircraft 

Business Continuity Management Plans and Procedures for Airports, Airlines & ANSPs



CAPSCA GLOBAL PARTNERS

Partner Representation
• United Nations entities

• Public Health Authorities

• Airlines

• Airports

• Flight crew and cabin crew  

• Aircraft manufacturers

• Aviation safety

• Business Aviation
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CAPSCA Member States

79% of ICAO Member States 
are members of CAPSCA

Established 2006 2007 2009 2011 2011

WHO partner
WPRO,
SEARO AFRO

AMRO/ 
PAHO EURO EMRO

ICAO States 41 48 35 56 15
CAPSCA  
States 26 40 31 41 15

% 63 83 89 73 100



• State consultation and needs analysis

• Guidance material and tools for 
States and stakeholders

• Assistance Visits to States and 
Airports 

• Global & regional meetings annually

• Training

• Web site information repository

CAPSCA ACTIVITIES

Airport Vector 
Control Register

Risk based Tool



CAPSCA TOOLS

Air traffic Patterns



CAPSCA TOOLS



• Identifying a potentially ill passenger
• At airport and during the boarding process 
• In flight
• Upon arrival at transit or destination airport

• Managing an ill passenger on board
• Procedures
• Communication with aviation and public 

health authorities

• Submit information and documents
• Medical monitoring forms
• Passenger Locator Forms 
• Health part of the Aircraft General 

Declaration

CAPSCA PANDEMIC 
PREPARATION

• Decision-making and planning
• Aircraft diversions
• Specific parking areas
• Screening procedures
• Medical assessment
• Contact tracing of passengers or crew
• Isolation, quarantine or vaccination

• Cleaning and disinfecting
• Aircraft
• Cargo
• Passenger luggage
• Medical waste

• Communication strategies



CAPSCA PANDEMIC 
RESPONSE

• Airports (Airport and Public Health Authorities)
• Public health information to travellers
• Screening and medical assessment
• Disinfection, isolation, quarantine
• Access to medical services and transport

• ATC
• Airspace management
• Notification procedures

• Airlines: 
• On-board management
• Passenger information for contact tracing

• Customs, security and immigration
• Passenger information for contact tracing

• Cargo and ground handlers
• Inspection of baggage, cargo, etc.
• Disinfection

Originating 
airport

Boarding 
process

During 
flight

Upon 
arrival

Destination 
airport



Aircraft  Operator 
(or handling agency) at 
destination aerodrome 

incl. ground-based 
medical services provider 

(if available)

- Aircraft Call sign (ID) 
- Departure Aerodrome
- Destination Aerodrome
- Est. Time Arrival
- Number of persons 

on board 
- Number of suspect cases
- Nature of public

health risk

• Airport Operator
• Public Health Authority
• Other agencies

Air Traffic Controller

Destination 
Aerodrome

Air Traffic Services

ICAO Aircraft General Declaration 
- Declaration of Health (signs/symptoms)

(ICAO Annex 9, Appendix 1 & IHR (2005) Annex 9)

Departure 
Aerodrome Air 
Traffic Services

Via local procedure
(Aerodrome 

Emergency Plan)

Voice or data link e.g. AFTN*

• Airport Operator
• Public Health 

Authority
• Other agencies

Via local procedure
(Aerodrome Emergency Plan)

*AFTN = Aeronautical Fixed Telecommunication Network

NOTIFICATION OF SUSPECTED 
COMMUNICABLE ON BOARD AN 

AIRCRAFT
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