International Civil Aviation Organization

Summary of Discussion
Second DGCA-MID Virtual Meeting

(18 June 2020, 11:00 - 14:00 UTC)

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
Attendance

1.1 The Second DGCA-MID Virtual Meeting was successfully held on Thursday 18 June 2020
from 11:00 to 14:00 UTC using ZOOM facility. The meeting was attended by a total of eighty-four (84)
participants from fourteen (14) States (Bahrain, Egypt, Irag, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, UAE, UK and Yemen) and seven (7) Organizations (AACO, ACAO, ACl,
IATA, IFATCA, IFALPA, and ICAOQ). The list of participants is at Attachment 1.

Agenda and Documentation

1.2 The Agenda for the meeting included the followings:

- Welcome and Introduction;
- Global, Regional and National developments related to COVID-19;

- Briefing from ICAO (CART Report, Guidance Material, State Letters, COVID-19
response and recovery platform, CAPSCA, MID COVID-19 web page, etc.);

- Outcome of the MID RPTF;

- Briefing from States (Restart/Recovery Plan, Resumption of operations (domestic &
International Flights), airport operability, etc.);

- Industry views and proposals;

- Round Table Discussion (CART implementation, developments, challenges, plans, way
forward, etc); and

- AOB and Closing

1.3 The virtual meeting’s materials including, presentations and the Summary of Discussion are
available at: https://www.icao.int/MID/Pages/DGCA-MID-Conf.aspx

Opening

14 Mr. Mohamed Smaoui, the Acting Regional Director, ICAO MID Office, welcomed all
participants and thanked them for accepting the invitation to join the Second DGCA-MID Virtual
Meeting. He welcomed and expressed sincere appreciation to H.E. Eng. Saud A.R. Hashem,
Representative of Saudi Arabia on the Council of ICAO and First Vice-President of the ICAO Council,
as well as H.E. Eng. Angie A. Mostafa and H.E. Mr. Mahmoud Elhassan, Representatives of Egypt
and Sudan on the Council, respectively, for their participation. Mr. Smaoui thanked also Mr. Stephen
Creamer, Director Air Navigation Bureau, ICAO HQ, and Mr. Mohamed Rahma, Director Air
Transport Bureau, ICAO HQ for their participation and continuous support.

15 H.E. Eng. Saud A.R. Hashem, Representative of Saudi Arabia on the Council of ICAO and
First Vice-President of the ICAO Council, delivered opening remarks on behalf of H.E. Mr. Salvatore
Sciacchitano President of the ICAO Council, wishing the meeting all success in finding the best way in
collaboration with all Stakeholders in implementing the CART recommendations in order to restore the
civil aviation sector in the MID Region.
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Remarks by the Secretary General of ICAO, H.E. Dr. Fang Liu

1.6 The meeting was honored by the participation of H.E. Dr. Fang Liu, ICAO Secretary General,
who provided guiding remarks to the meeting. Dr. Liu commended the MID Region on the high level
commitment and collaborative approach, and the MID Office for reaching out to all MID States, and
for providing timely updates, support and guidance as part of ICAQ’s ongoing strategy to respond to
and recover from the crisis. Dr. Liu highlighted the main purpose of the CART Report and the
associated Take-off Guidance Document and underlined that they should be considered as the reference
for a harmonized restart and recovery of the air transport system; and efforts should be put towards the
implementation of CART.

1.7 In this respect, she highlighted the regional efforts exerted by the ICAO MID Office, in
coordination and collaboration with all stakeholders, to promote the implementation of CART and
provide necessary assistance to States for a harmonized and smooth restart and recovery of the aviation
system. She commended in this respect the work of the MID Region Recovery Plan Task Force (RPTF).

1.8 In closing, Dr. Liu requested States to continue interaction with the ICAO MID Office for a
harmonized implementation of the CART Recommendations and Guidance and for reporting on the
measures taken using the COVID-19 Restart and Recovery Implementation Centre (CRRIC). Dr. Liu
ended her remarks with a call to Donor States and Organizations for voluntary contributions to support
the MID States facing financial problems to implement necessary measures related to COVID-19.

2. DISCUSSIONS

2.1 Mr. Smaoui, the Acting Regional Director, ICAO MID Office delivered a presentation covering
the latest developments related to COVID-19 at global and regional levels. He highlighted the key
principles and recommendations of the CART Report and the role of the ICAO MID Office, in
coordination with all stakeholders, in ensuring a well-coordinated and harmonized implementation of
the measures to support the restart and recovery of the aviation system in the MID Region.

2.2 Mr. Smaoui recalled the main outcomes of the First DGCA-MID Virtual Meeting held on 23
April 2020 including identified challenges and agreed actions, and underlined that the second DGCA-
MID Virtual meeting is organized mainly to share information about CART implementation-related
issues and plans as well as the ICAQO existing and future assistance programme and tools. In this respect,
he provided a short briefing on the CART Global Implementation Roadmap and the implementation
support tools, in particular, the COVID-19 Response and Recovery Implementation Centre (CRRIC).

2.3 The meeting was updated on the measures taken at regional level, which were coordinated in
collaborative manner with all stakeholders, including but not limited to:

- ICAO MID Office continuous support and communication with the 15 MID States,
providing updates and assistance for restart and recovery phases, and collecting necessary
information for monitoring purpose and sharing of best practices;

- coordination with WFP and with States to facilitate the Humanitarian flights (UNHAS)
managed by (WFP);

- posting information and daily update on the ICAO MID COVID-19 webpage:
www.icao.int/MID/Pages/COVID19/COVID19.aspx

- close coordination with International/Regional Organizations and with the Chairpersons
of MIDANPIRG, RASG-MID and MID-RASFG;

- regular Teleconferences with the Heads of Organizations (AACO, ACAO, IATA and
ICAO MID);

- organizing a joint webinar with UAE GCAA: “Collectively Designing the Future of ATM
Post COVID - 19” (15-16 June 2020);

- two DGCA-MID Virtual Meetings (23 April 2020 and 18 June 2020); and

- organizing the MID CART Webinar back-to-back with the Second DGCA-MID Virtual
Meeting on 18 June 2020.
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2.4 In the same vein, the meeting commended the work of the MID Region Recovery Plan Task
Force (RPTF), which was established to monitor global restart and recovery developments and ensure
the harmonization, and where necessary regional customization, of the implementation of these global
developments at the Regional level. It was highlighted, in particular, that four (4) technical work
streams have been established under the RPTF: 1- Public Health Requirements; 2- Operational Safety
Measures; 3- Airport & Passenger Facilitation; and 4- ANS/ATM; and that a platform was created on
the ICAO MID website to be used as a repository containing available guidance material from ICAO,
States and other International Organizations organized by technical steams:
https://www.icao.int/MID/Pages/RPTF/MIDRPTF.aspx

2.5 On behalf of AACO, ACAOQO and IATA, Mr. Abdul Wahab Teffaha, AACO’s Secretary General
delivered a joint presentation proposing a set of recommendations including a phased approach to
restarting aviation in line with CART guidelines, risk-based measures, utilizing technology for
mitigation of transmission risk. He highlighted the measures to be avoided, such as rigorous and unclear
measures that do not provide added protection and which could be hard to comply with, and burdening
the industry with additional charges/fees.

2.6 The meeting received with appreciation the presentations delivered by:

- H.E. Capt. Haitham Misto, CEO/ Chief Commissioner — CARC-Jordan;

- Mr. Abdulaziz Aldahmash, General Manager Quality and Customer Protection, GACA-
Saudi Arabia; and

- Mr. Ismaeil Mohammed Al Blooshi, Assistant Director General Aviation Safety Affairs
Sector, GCAA-UAE.

Through the presentations, the meeting was apprised of Jordan, Saudi Arabia and UAE
strategies and best practices in addressing the challenges and the recovery, restart and resumption
activities.

2.7 With respect to CART implementation, and as part of the ICAO Implementation Support
activities, the meeting received with appreciation a presentation by Mr. Hatem Oueslati, Field Project
Officer, ICAO Technical Cooperation Bureau, on the COVID-19 Implementation Packages (I-Packs),
which highlighted, in particular, the objectives and structure of the first two (2) I-Packs:1- Strengthening
National Air Transport Facilitation Committees for the Re-start and Resilience of Civil Aviation; and
2- Aviation Safety Risk Management related to COVID-19 for CAAs.

2.8 The meeting was apprised of the status of MID States’ readiness for restart and recovery based:;
on information collected by the ICAO MID Office and MID RPTF.

2.9 After the presentations, a round table discussion took place to address the following
guestions/subjects:

- What are the challenges of States vis-a-vis the restart of commercial air transport and what
support may be required during the coming period from all stakeholders based on the
CART Recommendations, taking into consideration the work being progressed by the
MID RPTF?

- Besides the CART recommendations and guidance, what measures do you recommend or
demand for the recovery phase and to support the industry taking into consideration also
that ANSPs are not covered by the CART recommendations?

- How can States foster the implementation of CART recommendations and guidance in a
harmonized manner?
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2.10  The round table discussion provided an opportunity to all States to share information about
their plans with regard to the implementation of CART recommendations and guidance; and the
challenges they are facing for the resumption of the commercial international flights, in particular. In
this respect, the industry representatives, namely, AACO and IATA, recalled the discussion which took
place during the MID CART Webinar; and re-iterated that the quarantine and testing measures represent
the main challenges for the resumption of operations by the industry. There was a consensus that the
quarantine and testing measures represent the main impediments for the restart of operations; however,
it was highlighted that these measures are not taken at the level of the Civil Aviation Authorities but
generally imposed by the Governments based on the recommendations by their Ministries of Health.

2.11  The meeting agreed that it is very important for ICAO and all stakeholders to continue working
collaboratively towards a gradual reinstate of full scale operations in a sustainable, safe, secure and
orderly manner, as soon as practicable. In this respect, it was agreed that the MID RPTF should continue
to be used as the regional forum to develop and support the implementation of a tailored MID Region
Implementation Roadmap, which is consistent with the CART framework and its Global
Implementation Roadmap, while addressing the Region’s specific priorities.

3. CLOSING

3.1 In closing, the Acting Regional Director of the ICAO MID Office, provided a summary of the
highlights and key takeaways from the Second DGCA-MID Virtual meeting, as follows:

- total consensus that the CART Report and Take-off Guidance should be used as the
framework and reference for a harmonized restart and recovery of the aviation system;

- agreement on and appreciation of the ICAQO leadership role in this unprecedented crisis;

- the meeting provided an excellent forum to share information about States’ measures and
plans related to the resumption of operations, as well as the industry views on the main
impediments for the restart and recovery of the aviation system;

- gaining passenger confidence to fly again is very important to reap the intended benefits;
- need to follow a layered and risk-based approach in accordance with the CART guidelines;

- consider flexibility of national guidelines as health facts and resources become gradually
more available;

- States and industry to invest in Technology to encourage a touchless process that mitigates
transmission risk, and to enhance travel facilitation in the time of social distancing;

- avoid implementation of unnecessary measures that would create undue burden and
complications, and would jeopardize or at least delay the restart of operations; and most
importantly avoid any measure, which could compromise the safety and security of civil
aviation as well as the health of travelers.

3.2 H.E. Mr. Mahmoud Elhassan, Representative of Sudan on the Council, commended the ICAO
MID Office for the successful organization of this important meeting in excellent timing. He highlighted
that some States with specific challenges, such as Sudan will indeed benefit from the outcomes of this
meeting including the gradual approach. In this respect, he invited ACAO to focus on enhancing the
political commandment between States during this crisis, which is an essential factor for a successful
restart and resumption.

3.3 Mr. Smaoui recalled at the end Dr. Liu’s statement “We remain extremely grateful for the
commitments and achievements of our Member States during this period, and please accept my
steadfast assurance that we will be a partner you can rely on in all civil aviation matters in the exciting
decades ahead”. He reiterated that ICAO remains extremely grateful for the commitments and
achievements of Member States during this period; and thanked all States, International and Regional
Organizations for their participation and excellent collaboration.
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ORGANIZATION NAME TITLE EMAIL
STATES
Bahrain H.E. Mohamed Thamir Al-Kaabi | Under-Secretary for Civil m.alkaabi@mtt.gov.bh
Aviation
Mrs. Ebtesam M. Al-Shamlan Director of Air Transport ebtesam.alshamalan@mtt.gov.bh
Mr. Ali Ahmed Mohamed Air Navigation Services Advisor | aliahmed@mtt.gov.bh
Mr. Kamal Hefiny Riyadh Advisor Air Transport kriyadh@mitt.gov.bh
Egypt H.E. Eng. Ashraf Nowier President, Egyptian Civil ashrafnw1964@gmail.com
Aviation Authority
Mr. Sameh Fawzy Head of Flight Operations ops@civilaviation.gov.eq
Eng. Essam Ezz Eldin Consultant essam.ezz@civilaviation.gov.eg
Mr. Mohamed Ahmed Technical regulation manager mohamed _motery@hotmail.com
Iraqg Dr. Mohamed Jawdat Irag Civil Aviation Authority At.manager@icaa.gov.iq
Dg@icaa.gov.iq
Jordan H.E. Capt. Haitham Misto CEO/ Chief Commissioner chief.commissioner@carc.gov.jo
Dr. Mohammad M. Hushki Director QA&IA / Jordan NCMC | m.hushki@carc.gov.jo
Dr. Khalil M. Khalil CAPSCA program Chairman drkmkhalil@gmail.com
dr.khalil@carc.gov.jo
Kuwait Mr. Fahad Alanzi Civil Aviation Security Director | fs.alanzi@dgca.gov.kw
ana_g80@hotmail.com
Mr. Mubarak Aldoub Medical Assessor ma.aldoub@dgca.gov.kw
Lebanon Ms. Angele Aouad Ph.D Director of Research and Studies | aouada@beirutairport.gov.Ib
Department
Oman H.E. Dr. Mohammed Bin Nasser | Executive President menon@caa.gov.om
Ben Ali Al Za’abi
Mr. Mubarak Saleh Al Gheilani | Acting Director General Civil m.alghelani@paca.gov.om
Aviation Regulations
Qatar Capt. Abdulrahman Al Hammadi | Director of Air Safety aalhammadi@caa.gov.ga

Mr. Nasser Alsowaidi

Mr. Hicham Bennani

Department Qatar Civil Aviation
Authority

Director, President’s Office
SSP coordinator

nasser.alsowaidi@caa.gov.qa

Hicham.bennani@caa.gov.ga
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Saudi Arabia Dr. Bader S. Alsagri VP of Economic Policies and Air | balsagri@gaca.gov.sa
Transport
Mr. Abdulaziz Aldahmash General Manager Quality and aaldahmash@gaca.gov.sa
Customer Protection
Mr. Abdullah S. Alomair Int’l Organizations Manager asaomair@gaca.gov.sa
Mr. Hussain Alassaf Quality Excellence Manager Halassaf@gaca.gov.sa
Mr. Hussain S. Alyami Int’I Cooperation Specialist hualyami@gaca.gov.sa
Eng. Hussain F. Qabbani Manager of Int’l Coordination hfgabbani@gaca.gov.sa
Sudan H.E. Ibrahim Adlan Ibrahim Director General info@scaa.gov.sd
Elsiddig Sudan Civil Aviation Authority sdcivil@yahoo.com
l.adlan@scaa.gov.sd
Mr. Emad Al Haj CNS Director
Mr. Ibrahim Ahmed System for Technical Affairs
Syria Eng. Boushra Youssef Deputy General Director Boushra.y@gmail.com
Mr. Nadim Salim Air Transport Director eng.nadim.salim@gmail.com
Ms. Marina Ammar AVSEC Director marina77ma77@hotmail.com
UAE H.E. Saif Mohammed Al Director General saeed.alsuwaidi@gcaa.gov.ae
Suwaidi
Mr. Hamad Al Mubhairi Asst. Director General for hamad.almuhairi@gcaa.gov.ae
Security
Mr. Ismaeil Mohammed Al Assistant Director General iblooshi@gcaa.gov.ae
Blooshi Aviation Safety Affairs Sector
Mr. Ahmed Ibrahim Al Jallaf Assistant Director General Air aljallaf@szc.gcaa.ae
Navigation Service
UK Mr. Rob Erskine Head of International Operations | rob.erskine@caa.co.uk
Mr. Mathew Parker UK Department for Transport matthew.parker@dft.qov.uk
British Embassy- Bahrain
Yemen Eng. Saeed Ahmed Bawazir Advisor to Chairman sa.bawazir@yahoo.com

Mr. Mohammed Nazeeh

D.G. of Chairman Office

m.n.bahumaid@gmail.com
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AACO Mr. Abdel Wahab Teffaha AACQ’s Secretary General ateffaha@aaco.org
Ms. Manal Diab AACO’s Executive Director mdiab@aaco.org
Ms. Manal Fares Director - Industry Affairs mfares@aaco.0rg
Mr. Rashad Karaky Director Technical rkaraky@aaco.org
Mr. Walid Elhoss Manager Economics whoss@aaco.org
ACAO Mr. Abdenebi Manar Director General of ACAO abdoudoukkali@gmail.com
Mr. Mohamed Rejeb Air Navigation and Safety Expert | mrejeb65@gmail.com
Mr. Adil Bouloutar Aviation Security Expert bouloutar@yahoo.fr
ACI Mr. Stefano Baronci Director General, ACI Asia- stefano@aci-asiapac.aero
Pacific
Mr. SL Wong Technical Affairs, Safety, sl@aci-asiapac.aero
Capacity & ATM, ACI Asia-
Pacific
IATA Mr. Muhamnad Al Bakri Regional Vice President Africa & | albakri@iata.org
Middle East
Mr. Sharron Caunt Regional Director, Safety & caunts@iata.org
Flight Operations (Africa &
Middle East)
Mr. Jehad Faqir Assistant Director Safety and fagirj@iata.or
Flight Operations
Ms. Rima Tayyah Regional Director, Advocacy & | tayyahr@iata.org
Strategic Relations
Ms. Zainaab Khudhair Manager safety and flight Khudhairz@iata.org
operations for Africa and the
Middle East
IFATCA Mr. Fateh Bekhti Executive Vice-President Africa | fateh.bekhti@ifatca.org
& Middle East
Mr. Djamel Ait Abdelmalek IFATCA Representative for aadjamel2004@yahoo.fr
Middle East and North Africa
IFALPA Captain Souhaiel Dallel EVP AFI/MID souhaieldallel@ifalpa.org
H.E. Dr. Fang Liu Secretary General OSGInbox@icao.int
H.E. Eng. Saud A.R. Hashem Representative of S. Arabia on SaudiArabia@icao.int
ICAOC the Council
Headquarters

H.E. Angie Elyazzy

H.E. Mahmoud Elhassan M.
Salih

Representative of Egypt on the
Council

Representative of Sudan on the
Council

aelyazzy@icao.int

Sudan@icao.int
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Mr. Stephen Patrick Creamer
Mr. Mohamed Khalifa Rahma

Dr. Ansa Jordaan
Mr. Guillermo lovino

Mr. Hatem Oueslati

Mr. Ignacio Iglesia

Mr. Mekki Lahlo

Mr. Yan Ma

TITLE

D/ANB
D/ATB
Chief, Aviation Medicine Section

Head, Africa and Asia Pacific
Unit, TCB/FOS/APA

Field Project Officer,
CB/FOS/AME

Head, Americas, Europe and
Middle East Unit,
TCB/FOS/AME

Trainair Plus Programme
Coordinator, TCB/GAT/TOP

Consultant, ADB/IAS/ETS/CSIM

EMAIL

spcreamer@icao.int

MRahma@icao.int

jiordaan@icao.int

Giovino@icao.int

HOueslati@icao.int

iiglesia@icao.int

mlahlou@icao.int

ma@icao.int

ICAO MID Office

Mr. Mohamed Smaoui
Mr. Mashhor Alblowi
Eng. Muna Alnadaf

Mr. Mohamed Chakib
Eng. Mohamed Iheb Hamdi
Mr. Radhouan Aissaoui
Mr. Ahmed Amireh

Mr. Ahmad Kavehfirouz
Mrs. Sonia El Sakka
Mrs. Soheir Kodsi

Mrs. Manal Wissa

Mr. Mohamed Hamed
Mrs. Hoda Gabriel

Ms. Dina El Karimy

A/RD

RO/ FLS

RO/CNS
RO/SAF-IMP
RO/AGA

RO/AIM

RO/ATM

RO/ATM
RC/ICT/Marketing
RD Personal Associate
Programme Analysis Associate
Marketing Assisting
Technical Assistant

Technical Assistant

Msmaoui@icao.int

Malblowi@icao.int
Malnadaf@icao.int
Mchakib@icao.int
MHamdi@icao.int

RAIssaoui@icao.int

Aamireh@icao.int
Akaveh@icao.int
Ssakka@icao.int
Skodsi@icao.int
Mwissa@icao.int
Mhamed@icao.int

hgabriel@cairo.icao.int

dkarimy@icao.int
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