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REGIONAL AIR NAVIGATION PLAN
• Till 2014 Basic & FASID
• Council Approved template with Vol I, Vol II & Vol III  ALIGNEMENT AND FLEXIBILITY
• Vol I 

– Former Basic
– Stable elements, approved by Council 

• New and decommissioned aerodromes (requires Council approval)
• Vol II

– Former FASID
– Traditional Service and Facilities, approved based on regional agreement 

• Aerodrome physical 
• Vol III

– New
– Performance-based modernization of the air navigation system, approved by the PIRGs

• ASBUs
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REGIONAL AIR NAVIGATION PLAN
• Structure Vol I & Vol II 

– Introduction
– Generic aspects

• Regional traffic flows

– Aerodromes
• General Regional Requirements
• Specific Regional requirements

– CNS
• General Regional Requirements
• Specific Regional requirements

– ATM
• General Regional Requirements
• Specific Regional requirements

– MET
• General Regional Requirements
• Specific Regional requirements

– SAR
• General Regional Requirements
• Specific Regional requirements

– AIM
• General Regional Requirements
• Specific Regional requirements

GANP: BBBs
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REGIONAL AIR NAVIGATION PLAN
• Structure Vol III

– Introduction
– Generic aspects
– Air Navigation Implementation

 Evolution to a performance-based planning 

GANP: PF and ASBUs
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REGIONAL AIR NAVIGATION PLAN
General principles:

• Globally-accepted framework for harmonization of civil aviation are the SARPs in ICAO
Annexes for worldwide applicability

• Specific needs on a regional basis governed by regional air navigation plans (ANPs) detailing
facilities and services to be provided by States pursuant to Article 28 of the Convention.
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REGIONAL AIR NAVIGATION PLAN
General principles:

• The plan does not list all the facilities and services existing in the region but only those required
as approved by the ICAO Council for international civil aviation operations.

• Air navigation facilities, services and procedures recommended for the area under consideration
should form an integrated system designed to meet the requirements of all international civil
aircraft operations.

• The plan should meet the requirements of all operations planned to take place in the area during
the next five years, but not necessarily limited to that period, taking due account of the long-term
planning and implementation strategies.

• Corrections to the plan should be notified to the ICAO Regional Office accredited to the State.
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• Procedure to amend ANPs found in ANPs

https://www.icao.int/MID/P
ages/MIDeANP.aspx
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https://www.icao.int/MID/Pages/MIDeANP.aspx
https://www.icao.int/MID/Pages/MIDeANP.aspx


• Online system to process amendments  to 
eANPs http://intranet.icao.lan/anb/ANPs/Pages/PFA.aspx
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PREVIOUS FASID TABLE
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NEW VOL II AOP TABLE
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CHICAGO CONVENTION
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ANNEX 15 : AIP
(up to February 2019)
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Doc 10066 PANS-AIM : AIP
(after February 2019)
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Typical example of a State’s Index

eAIS Package United Kingdom (nats.co.uk)
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https://www.aurora.nats.co.uk/htmlAIP/Publications/2023-05-18-AIRAC/html/index-en-GB.html


DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LIST OF AIRPORTS IN ANP AND DOC 10066 PANS-AIM (AIP)

ANP DOC 10066 PANS-AIM

comply with Article 28 of CC comply with Annex 15, §5

planning document operational document

5-year planning horizon day-to-day operations

certification status not shown certification status shown

Airports listed in ANP are not necessarily listed in AIPs since these airports may be planned and are 
being built but not commissioned. Conversely, all international airports listed in AIP should be listed 
in the ANP since the AIP shows “operating” airports. 152023-06-13



INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT –
DEFINITION
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ALTERNATE AIRPORT –
DEFINITION
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Guidelines to consider when 
designating airports in ANPs

• determined based on user needs
• to consider physical characteristics (runway length/strength & ARC), 

visual aids, emergency services
• alternate aerodromes : 

– as far as practicable, select regular aerodromes used for international aircraft 
operations

– physical characteristics determined based on 
• landing requirements of diverted critical aircraft
• take-off requirements of diverted critical aircraft for a flight to the aerodrome of intended destination 182023-06-13



Guidelines to consider when 
designating airports in ANPs

• alternate aerodromes (cont’d) : 
– determine specific taxiway route for diverted aircraft to ensure safe taxiing ops
– review adequacy of emergency response and RFF services to meet 

requirements of diverted aircraft 
– if necessary, consider augmentation from sources nearby.
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Challenges with listing of int’l airport 
in ANP (vis-a-vis certification)

• lists all major and smaller airports 
• lists only major airports 
• lists major airports with low traffic
• lists smaller airports with low traffic using small aircraft 
• lists airports used seasonal/occasional basis, unsched GA ops
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Challenges with listing of int’l airport 
in ANP (vis-a-vis certification)

• listing of military airports as international alternate but do not 
have regular commercial flights, RFF does not comply 

• not listing airports in ANP = no certification required(?)
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AERODROME CERTIFICATION
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Article 28 

Each contracting State undertakes, so far as it may find practicable, to provide, in its territory, …airports …(to) facilitate 
international air navigation, in accordance with the standards and practices recommended or established from
time to time, pursuant to this Convention

Article 37

“Each contracting State undertakes to collaborate in securing the highest practical degree of uniformity in regulations, 
standards, procedures and organization in relation to aircraft, personnel, airways and auxiliary services in all matters in which such 
uniformity will facilitate and improve air navigation.”

States commitment to safety

This uniformity is achieved by integrating the SARPs adopted and amended by ICAO into the national legal framework and practices
of the Contracting States and by implementing them in a timely manner for the safety, regularity and efficiency of air navigation 
worldwide.

CHICAGO CONVENTION
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SARP - Definitions
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ANNEX PROVISIONS - CERTIFICATION
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Annex 14 Vol 1  §1.4.1 applies to all aerodromes used for 
international operations:

a) whether scheduled, unscheduled, frequent or infrequent;
b) irrespective of aircraft weight and seating capacity: and
c) includes military aerodromes, or parts of those aerodromes,

used for civil international operations.
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AMENDMENT 10 to ANNEX 14 VOL I
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AMENDMENT 10 to ANNEX 14 VOL I
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AMENDMENT 15 to ANNEX 15 (Doc 10066 
PANS-AIM)
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eAIS Package United Kingdom (nats.co.uk)
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https://www.aurora.nats.co.uk/htmlAIP/Publications/2023-05-18-AIRAC/html/index-en-GB.html


BARRIERS TO CERTIFICATION
- organization structures and safety culture

: commercial/political pressure
: no enforcement action
: uncertainty about SMS
: avoiding compliance with SARPs without justification

- recruitment & personnel
: personnel shortage & retention
: difficult to obtain mix of specialities
: unclear job descriptions
: lack of training
: lack of, or poor, succession plan, opportunities for advancement
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FAQs

• TOO MANY AIRPORTS TO BE CERTIFIED – WHICH TO CHOOSE?

• INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS WITH LOW TRAFFICE VS DOMESTIC 
AIRPORTS WITH BUSY TRAFFIC – WHICH TO CERTIFY?
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TOO MANY AIRPORTS TO BE CERTIFIED – WHICH TO CHOOSE?

Criteria:
Scope of operations
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TOO MANY AIRPORTS TO BE CERTIFIED – WHICH TO CHOOSE?

● Scope of operations & traffic
- level of operations
- traffic/pax thresholds
- number of aircraft movements (RFF?)
- types of aeroplanes

● Complexity of infrastructure
- number of runways, taxiways, aprons
- hotspots

● Level/maturity of SMS           
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INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS WITH LOW TRAFFICE VS 
DOMESTIC AIRPORTS WITH BUSY TRAFFIC – WHICH TO 
CERTIFY? 

- some States recognize that traffic at aerodromes open to 
public use for domestic operations may handle more 
movements and passenger numbers than aerodromes in that 
State that are used for international operations and have 
decided to extend mandatory certification to these 
aerodromes, in accordance with §1.4.2 of Annex 14, Volume 1. 
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- other States extend the certification to aerodromes open to 
public use but with criteria for such certification such as based 
on weight, seating capacity, runway length or use as alternate 
aerodromes.  

- in these cases, States should include in their national 
regulations the certification threshold criteria, and other 
provisions to ensure proper safety oversight at those 
aerodromes not requiring certification following the application 
of these criteria.
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- if a State exempts certain category of airports from certification 
requirements, the State is expected to make other appropriate 
provisions in its aviation regulations for ensuring the safety of 
operations

- busiest aerodromes may not necessarily always be the ones 
exposed to, nor generating, the greatest risks to safety
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- factors such as design, a history of 
accidents/incidents or a complex mix 
of aircraft could be contributory 
factors to raising levels of risk higher 
than a busier one

- one single accident is one too many!
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WHAT IS ICAO DOING?

- Regional Declaration for high level political commitment signed by
States

- collaborative agreements (such as RSOO) offering expert and
consultative services

- ICAO regional offices
- (new) procedures in Chapter 2, Doc 9981 PANS-Aerodromes
dedicated to aerodrome certification

- updated guidance material & ICAO e-library (elibrary@icao.int)
- ICAO/ACI iPACK on aerodrome certification (under development)

412023-06-13



CONCLUSION

- international airports can be found not just in ANPs but also AIPs
- not all airports listed in ANPs are listed in AIPs but the reverse is true
- not listing international airports in ANPs does not obviate the need
for certification

- all airports used for international operations to be certified per  
Annex 14, Vol I, para 1.4.1 irrespective if it is listed/not listed in
ANPs

- list of certified international airports can be found in a State’s AIP
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