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International Health Regulations (IHR)  

Purpose (Art. 2) 

“to prevent, protect against, control 
and respond to an international 
spread of disease, while avoiding 
unnecessary interference with 
international traffic and trade” 

 



  

Why Implement IHR at PoE? 

• To protect health of: 

– Travellers (crew & passengers) 

– Population (preventing disease spread) 

• Contain risks at source with the capacity to detect, respond, 
and implement initial public health measures  

• Maintain conveyances in a sanitary condition, prevent 
infection and contamination 

• Prevent unnecessary restrictions on travel and trade 



  

Designated PoE and authorized ports  

Article 20 

(IHR 2005) 

designated 

designated +  

authorized (to issue  

Ship Sanitation 

Certificates 

https://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAkQjRwwAGoVChMI6trFn6PxxwIVRZAsCh075gcL&url=http://www.polyvore.com/departures_airport_sign_clip_art/thing?id=57757520&psig=AFQjCNGikmKHPz7baPsjOVvLHjZQ-qAzUA&ust=1442139721076061
https://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAkQjRwwAGoVChMIxdjZwaPxxwIViOgsCh1oSAzt&url=http://www.iconshut.com/-for-use-in-the-app-such-as-notification-and-location-icons/dT1hSFIwY0Rvdkx6UXVZbkF1WW14dlozTndiM1F1WTI5dEx5MVZXVjgxTFMxa2NHY3dWUzlWTlhSbllqTjBhWGhLU1M5QlFVRkJRVUZCUVVkVU5DOUxlbU0wUWt0S1luRlFRUzl6TVRZd01DOXNiMk5oZEdsdmJpMXBZMjl1TG5CdVp3fHVyPWh0dHA6Ly9ycGl3YWxrLmJsb2dzcG90LmNvbS8yMDE0LzA2L3RvLWJlLWNvbnRpbnVlZC5odG1sfHc9MTAyNHxoPTEwMjR8dD1wbmd8/&psig=AFQjCNFmZUffUiPPKdbQ4nFeqz5MGNjfFA&ust=1442139792679957
https://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAkQjRwwAGoVChMIxdjZwaPxxwIViOgsCh1oSAzt&url=http://www.iconshut.com/-for-use-in-the-app-such-as-notification-and-location-icons/dT1hSFIwY0Rvdkx6UXVZbkF1WW14dlozTndiM1F1WTI5dEx5MVZXVjgxTFMxa2NHY3dWUzlWTlhSbllqTjBhWGhLU1M5QlFVRkJRVUZCUVVkVU5DOUxlbU0wUWt0S1luRlFRUzl6TVRZd01DOXNiMk5oZEdsdmJpMXBZMjl1TG5CdVp3fHVyPWh0dHA6Ly9ycGl3YWxrLmJsb2dzcG90LmNvbS8yMDE0LzA2L3RvLWJlLWNvbnRpbnVlZC5odG1sfHc9MTAyNHxoPTEwMjR8dD1wbmd8/&psig=AFQjCNFmZUffUiPPKdbQ4nFeqz5MGNjfFA&ust=1442139792679957


  

General obligations with regard to PoE 

• Develop functional capacities described in Annex 

1B of the IHR (2005) 

• Identify “competent authorities” in each designated 

PoE 

• Provide based on the WHO request, be able to 

provide necessary public health information 

• Inform WHO about changes within specific PoE 

• Maintain functional linkages with the National IHR 

Focal Point (NFP) 



  

PoE Core Capacities, ROUTINE 

• Access to Medical Service & Adequate Staff 

• Transport of Ill Travelers to Appropriate Facilities 

• Inspection of Conveyances 

• Control of Vectors & Reservoirs within >400 meters  

• Safe Environment 

– Potable water, dining facilities, public washrooms, etc. 



  

PoE Core Capacities, EMERGENCY 

• Emergency Contingency Plan in place 

– Coordinator & Contact Points 

– National and PoE Specific plans 

• Assessment & Care of Ill Travelers or Animals 

– Separate space for Interview & Quarantine 

• Application of PH Control Measures 

• Entry & Exit Screening 

• Provision of transport & specialized equipment for 
affected travellers 



  

Authorized ports (Art. 20 IHR) 

•Authorized to issue internationally recognized  
Ship Sanitation Control Exemption Certificates/Ship Sanitation 
Control Certificates (Art. 39 and Annex 3) 

+ possible extension for both 

•Specific capacities for inspecting/ 

     controlling potential public health risks  

     on ships 

•List of ports and all modifications must be send to WHO 
(published on WHO website) 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Competent authorities (art. 22) 

• Responsible for control and maintenance of luggage, 

cargo, containers, conveyances, goods, parcels, etc. 

and to ensure that they are not contaminated/infected 

• Perform control on deratting/desinfection and 

decontamination of the abovementioned 

• Removal and safe utilization of the contaminated matter 

from conveyances 

• Provide for duly sanitary and technical conditions, 

infection control measures and contamination 

prevention at sites involved in passengers movement 

– Incl. Maritime Declaration (Art. 37 and Annex 8) 

 

 

 



  

How Many PoE should a State Party 

Designate? 

• PoE designation is part of the core requirements for State 
Parties 

• The IHR do not specify a particular number of designated 
PoE (should be based on individual risk assessment): 

– Minimum one airport & one seaport (depending on the 
country context) 

– Additional PoE for larger countries and those with high 
levels of international traffic 

 

https://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAkQjRwwAGoVChMI6trFn6PxxwIVRZAsCh075gcL&url=http://www.polyvore.com/departures_airport_sign_clip_art/thing?id=57757520&psig=AFQjCNGikmKHPz7baPsjOVvLHjZQ-qAzUA&ust=1442139721076061
https://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAkQjRwwAGoVChMIxdjZwaPxxwIViOgsCh1oSAzt&url=http://www.iconshut.com/-for-use-in-the-app-such-as-notification-and-location-icons/dT1hSFIwY0Rvdkx6UXVZbkF1WW14dlozTndiM1F1WTI5dEx5MVZXVjgxTFMxa2NHY3dWUzlWTlhSbllqTjBhWGhLU1M5QlFVRkJRVUZCUVVkVU5DOUxlbU0wUWt0S1luRlFRUzl6TVRZd01DOXNiMk5oZEdsdmJpMXBZMjl1TG5CdVp3fHVyPWh0dHA6Ly9ycGl3YWxrLmJsb2dzcG90LmNvbS8yMDE0LzA2L3RvLWJlLWNvbnRpbnVlZC5odG1sfHc9MTAyNHxoPTEwMjR8dD1wbmd8/&psig=AFQjCNFmZUffUiPPKdbQ4nFeqz5MGNjfFA&ust=1442139792679957
https://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAkQjRwwAGoVChMIx6zL5aPxxwIVh4csCh1EUwEB&url=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/74500/74532/74532_163_i-7_s.htm&psig=AFQjCNECPyZAfVkRCcgZ8tBBEmlxECZb8g&ust=1442139867936403


  

Point of Entry Designation  

• Considering Factors: 

Volume and Frequency of Traffic (travellers/cargo) 

Population Density & Epidemiological Situation of 
PoE 

Public Health Risks (from place of origin/route) 

Existing PoE Facilities & Capacities to manage PH risk 

Potential Joint Designation with Neighboring Country 

Public Health Risks associated with the entirety of the 
conveyance route  

• Quality & Necessity over Quantity  

 

 

 

 



  

Ground Crossings 

• State Parties with Common Borders: 

– Consider Bilateral/Multilateral agreements 
concerning international control measures and 
disease transmission prevention 

– Joint designation of adjacent ground crossings, cross-
border collaboration 

 



  

PoE & national health surveillance 

• Airports, Ports, & Ground Crossing initiatives should 
be integrated into national surveillance, prevention 
and response activities. 

– inform competent authorities at PoE & assist in 
adopting preventive measures, investigation, 
management and follow up of events  

– alert other PoEs which are likely to face the same 
event 

– provide data to competent authorities for risk 
assessment of events 



  

Current challenges on IHR implementation 

at PoE (1) 

• Insufficient connection between PoE and NFP (different sectors/different 

lines of authority) 

• Not all States-Parties have designated PoE and defined a competent 

authority 

• There is a need to strengthen coordination between public health 

surveillance and PoE 

• Insufficient intersectoral collaboration and coordination of actions during 

development and maintenance of routine and emergency capacities at 

PoE (e.g. public health, transport, customs, immigration, environment, 

etc.) 

• Coordination of activities of WHO and other organizations could be 

further improved 

 

 



  

Current challenges on IHR implementatoin 

at PoE (2) 

• Insufficient practice of coordinated and regular testing of response 

plans and joint trainings at PoE 

• Public health emergency response plan is not always available in 

all the designated PoEs  

• Insufficient capacity to operationalize international public health 

recommendations in designated points of entry 

• Relevant national legislation and regulation require revision and 

harmonization between that of different sectors 

• Exhaustive list of ports authorized to issue Maritime Declarations is 

needed 



  

WHO support to strengthen IHR capacity at 

PoE 
• Provide technical support and advice on capacity building, 

including guidelines and procedures 

• Assessment of existing capacities / expert visits 

• Verification and certification of existing capacities at airports 
and ports upon request 

• Multisectoral simulation exercises and response testing 

• Learning programmes and tools 

• Fostering international collaboration in a multisectoral approach, 
regional and global networks 

• Harmonized and coordinated global practices  

 



  

Published WHO Guidance and Tools  

related to PoE 

http://www.who.int/ihr/publications/ports_airports/en/ 



  

WHO online training modules on IHR 
https://extranet.who.int/ihr/training 



  

Action Plan Strategic Objectives 

6. Promote innovation and research on new drugs 

– International surveillance networks and information sharing on 
promising research 

– Active role in research for governments and  
academic networks; national and international  
task forces 

 

7. Improve awareness, patient safety, and partnership 

– Educational initiatives, behaviour change campaigns, 
awareness programmes for health care providers  
and the public 

– Broad partnership at national, regional and global levels 

 

THANK YOU! 

 
 

www.euro.who.int/ihr 


