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State of Air Transport Industry - Pre-COVID-19
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Scheduled commercial traffic
Total (international and domestic) services5Source: ICAO Annual Report of the Council

Growth of air transport pre-COVID-19



Traffic is for scheduled services

The size of the industry (2019)  
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 38 million aircraft departures
 4.5 billion passengers
 58 million freight tonnes carried
 Over 1 300 scheduled airlines 
 More than 31 000 aircraft 
 More than 3 700 airports
 170 air navigation centres
 360,000 pilots and 86,000 air traffic controllers



Source: ICAO Statistics

Share of total scheduled RPKs by region (2019)
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World
+4.6%
2019 vs. 2018



Airlines financial results (2019)

North 
America

45%
Europe

23%

Asia and 
Pacific

29%

Latin 
America 
and the 

Caribbean
1%

Middle 
East
2%

Distribution of airlines net profit by 
region of registration

Mixed results at the regional level, with North American 
airlines concentrating 45% of the profits of the airline 
industry

8Source: ICAO 
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Economic Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic on Aviation
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2019

2020

COVID-19 impacted air connectivity



Source: ICAO Air Transport Reporting Form A and A-S plus ICAO estimates.

World passenger traffic collapses with 
unprecedented decline in history
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World passenger traffic evolution 
1945 – 2023



2020 vs. 2019:

– Overall reduction of 50% of seats offered by airlines 

– Overall reduction of 2.7 billion passengers (-60%)

– Approx. USD 372 billion loss of gross passenger 

operating revenues of airlines
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Year 2020 and 2021 results:
World total passenger traffic

2021 vs. 2019:

– Overall reduction of 40% of seats offered by airlines 

– Overall reduction of 2.2 billion passengers (-49%) 

– Approx. USD 324 billion loss of gross passenger 

operating revenues of airlines

Unprecedented operating loss of 
USD 112 billion in 2020



Source: ICAO air traffic dashboards (compared to 2019) 13

Airport and ANSP revenues were also 
severely impacted

Airport revenue loss in 
2020

ANSP revenue loss in 
2020



Recovery Overview
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Source: ICAO Big Data dashboards and analysis

Passenger traffic

ICAO’s latest analyses reveal 
that air transport seat capacity 
and passenger totals globally 
have reached pre-pandemic 
levels in Q1 2024

Global traffic recovering close 
to pre-pandemic levels

Passenger operating revenue

ICAO’s latest analysis reveals 
that despite high fuel prices 
and economic uncertainties, 
airline total operating profits in 
2023 are estimated at USD 516 
billion, close to the 2019 levels



30%
Passenger traffic

91%
Aircraft

25%
Airline Revenues

Global traffic in 2023: 
A recovery from the pandemic shock

Source: ICAO Big Data dashboards and analysis



Traffic by region and State

Number of flights by region
(International and domestic, 2023)

30%

3%

33%

22%
8%

3%

Number of flights by State
(International and domestic, 2023)

Source: ICAO Big Data dashboards and analysis



Global airport traffic

Number of flights by airports
(International and domestic, 2023)

Number of flights by airports
(International, 2023)

Source: ICAO Big Data dashboards and analysis



Traffic – Middle East

Number of flight by State
(International and domestic, 2023)

Number of flight by State
(International, 2023)

Source: ICAO Big Data dashboards and analysis



Airport traffic: 
Middle East

Source: ICAO Big Data dashboards and analysis



Long-term Traffic Forecasts
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Long-Term Recovery
- Air passenger demand in 2024 is forecast to be around 3% above 2019 levels, and 

could reach 4% if the pace of recovery strengthens in the routes that have not yet 
reached pre-pandemic levels. 

- RPKs forecasted to grow at 4.0% CAGR over 2024-2050 period.

2023
- RPKs (Revenue Passenger Kilometer) grew by 30% in 2023 vs. 2022
- RPKs have reached 93% of pre-pandemic levels in 2023

Long-term Passenger Forecasts:
Global

Source: ICAO Long-term Traffic Forecasts



Long-term Passenger Forecasts:
Middle East

Source: ICAO Long-term Traffic Forecasts

Historical 1995-2019 Forecast 2024-2050

Total: 9.6% 
 

Total: 4.97% 
 



Air Transport Development
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Air transport development challenges

THE AIR 
TRANSPORT 
INDUSTRY

Competition has 
intensified

Consumers 
demand for better 

service

Innovation and 
new entrants

Economic 
challenges and 

geopolitical 
tension

Regulatory 
fragmentation

Sustainable 
funding for 

infrastructure 
development

Competition from 
other modes of 

transport



Liberal policy to support 
air transport 
development

Need for effective 
economic regulatory 

oversight keeping pace 
with the growth

Regional conflict, 
fluctuating oil revenues

Competition from point-
to-point services

Need for political 
commitment to market 

liberalization

Need for infrastructure 
expansion and skilled 

manpower

Air Transport in Middle East

Air Transport in 
Middle East
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Thank You!
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