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Amendment to 
Annex 13 update

Mohamed Chakib, MSc

Regional Officer, Safety Implementation
ICAO MID Office

MENA ARCM/5 Meeting
        7th May 2024
        Muscat, Oman
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Proposed amendments were based on 
recommendations from the sixth meeting of 

the Accident Investigation Panel (AIGP/6)
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Amendment to Annex 13 and Annex 6 in the area 
of AIG:

Applicable later this year as adopted by the Council
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Investigations involving unmanned aircraft
 Remotely piloted aircraft (RPA) is a subset of 

unmanned aircraft (UA), both of which typically 
operate as part of systems, remotely piloted aircraft 
system (RPAS) and unmanned aircraft system  (UAS), 
respectively. 

 When considering accident and incident 
investigations, it is essential to note that while it is the 
UA or RPA that will have experienced the physical 
accident or incident, the entire system will need to be 
investigated. 

5/7/20245
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Investigations involving unmanned aircraft

 To distinguish between manned aircraft and RPA, the AIGP 
proposed to reference them in Annex 13, as this will clarify 
which types of RPA occurrences are mandated to be 
investigated. 

 In addition, AIGP proposed to clarify in Annex 13 the main 
elements of RPAS occurrences to which the investigator-in-
charge should have access during investigations. 

 Amendment regarding investigations involving unmanned 
aircraft is envisaged for applicability on 26 November 2026 to 
align with the applicability of the proposed new Annex 6 — 
Operation of Aircraft, Part IV — International Operations — 
Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems.

5/7/20246
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Investigations involving unmanned aircraft
Chapter 5. Investigation 
Responsibility For Instituting And  
Conducting The Investigation 

7
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Release of investigative information

 Annex 13 has no obligation to publish any information until the Final 
Report is issued or upon the anniversary of the accident/incident if the 
Final Report has not been issued.

 . Considering the increase in public and media expectations, more timely 
provision of information during investigations of accidents and incidents 
that draw heightened public attention are necessary. 

 The AIGP therefore proposed an amendment to Annex 13 and 
associated guidance material for investigative authorities to consider 
the release of information early in the investigation, as appropriate, 
and then later more formally with a written Preliminary Report.

5/7/20248
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Release of investigative information5/7/20249
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Release of investigative information5/7/202410
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Global Aeronautical Distress Safety System 

(GADSS) data and information

 For the availability to the investigation of recordings that originate 
from fixed recorders fitted to the aircraft

  AIGP proposed an amendment to Annex 13 that would address the 
need for such recordings to be made available without delay and not 
be divulged without the consent of the State conducting the 
investigation.

5/7/202411
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GADSS data and information
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GADSS data and information

5/7/202413
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Consultation period of Final Reports

 Annex 13 requires that when a State investigating sends the draft 
Final Report to participating States for consultation, the State 
investigating shall receive any comments within sixty days. 

 With modern communication systems, the recipients of the draft 
Final Report receive it much faster than by regular mail. 

 The AIGP proposes therefore amendment to Annex 13 for a 
consultation of thirty days is proposed with a possibility to be 
extended to sixty days.

5/7/202414
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Consultation period of Final Reports
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Consultation period of Final Reports
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Publication of Final Reports

 Some Final Reports submitted to ICAO in hard-copy format had been 
scanned electronically with the intent of making them available in the 
ICAO central database, e-Library of Final Reports.

 However, due to lack of resources, there had been a lag in uploading them 
onto the e-Library. 

 The proposed solution by AIGP was amend Annex 13 to include a 
reference for electronic copies of Final Reports to be submitted.

5/7/202417
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Publication of Final Reports
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To be processed through the ANC with a 
State Letter later this year- 

Recommendations from AIGP/7 & AIGP/8
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AIGP/7 
Recommenda

tions:

Recommendation 3/1 — Proposed 
amendment to Annex 13 related to unlawful 
interference 

• The meeting agreed to propose an amendment to
Annex 13 by inserting a note below 5.11 as presented
in the Appendix A to this agenda item to address the
responsibility of the State of Occurrence to
investigate, even when an act of unlawful interference
was involved.
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AIGP/7 
Recommendations:
Recommendation 3/1 — 
Proposed amendment to 
Annex 13 related to unlawful 
interference 

5/7/202421
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AIGP/7 
Recommenda

tions:

Recommendation 3/2 — Proposed 
amendment to Annex 6 related to duties of 
pilot-in-command 

 The meeting agreed to propose amendments to Annex
6, Parts I, II and III and the proposed Annex 6, Part IV to
address the duties of the pilot-in-command with
relation to notifying authorities about accidents and
serious incidents, as presented in Appendices A to D to
this agenda item.

 These proposed amendments should be coordinated
with the Flight Operations Panel.
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AIGP/7 
Recommendations:
Recommendation 3/2 — 
Proposed amendment to 
Annex 6 related to duties of 
pilot-in-command 

5/7/202423
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AIGP/7 
Recommenda

tions:

Recommendation 3/3 — Proposed 
amendment to Annex 13 related to 
evidential material 

• The meeting agreed to propose an amendment to
Annex 13 to remove the word “available” from Annex
13, 5.4.3, as presented in the Appendix to this agenda
item.
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AIGP/7 
Recommendations:
Recommendation 3/3 — 
Proposed amendment to 
Annex 13 related to 
evidential material 

5/7/202425
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AIGP/8 
Recommenda

tions:

Recommendation 3/1 — Proposed 
amendment to Annex 13 related to ADREP 
Requirements

• The meeting agreed to remove the provision for a
preliminary report from Annex 13, Chapter 7 and
Attachment B.
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AIGP/78 
Recommendations:
Recommendation 3/1 — 
Proposed amendment to 
Annex 13 related to ADREP 
Requirements

5/7/202427
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AIGP/8 
Recommenda

tions:

Recommendation 3/3 — Proposed 
amendment to Annex 13 attachment

 The meeting agreed text from AIGP/8-WP/4, with edits
by the AIGP drafting group and further refined by WG-
24, be added as an attachment to Annex 13.

 The meeting agreed to add a Note 2 to Annex 13,
Chapter 3, paragraph 3.2 as proposed by WG-24 to
point towards the guidance on investigations when
States may be associated with a suspected act of
unlawful interference in the attachment to Annex 13.
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AIGP/8 
Recommendations:

Recommendation 3/3 — 
Proposed amendment to 
Annex 13 attachment

5/7/202429
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Thank You
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