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The Development of GACAR Part-137

GACA launched a pilot project to establish regulations for water 
aerodromes in Saudi Arabia in line with the sample guidelines and 
requirements of ICAO-APAC office for water aerodromes. 

By January 2022, GACA promulgated its first-ever regulatory 
framework under GACAR Part-137 that governs the certification, 
authorization and operation of water aerodromes in Saudi Arabia. 

GACA through its participation in the ADOP-WAWG is desirous share its 
research work with ICAO-Air Navigation Commission (ANC) to improve 
and develop comprehensive SARPs for promotion and the safety of this 
emerging area of water aerodromes in the ICAO MID region and 
globally.
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The Development of GACAR Part-137

CERTIFICATION, AUTHORIZATION AND OPERATION OF WATER AERODROMES

GACAR Part-137

Administrative Technical

https://gaca.gov.sa/web/ar-sa/page/new-regulations


Phases of Water Aerodrome Certification Process
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Requirement for Obtaining Water Aerodrome Certification 

Statement of regulations compliance in a prescribed form 
with completed compliance checklist

List of management personnel along with curriculum vitae 
and relevant testimonials

Water Aerodrome Operation Manual (WAOM)

Safety Management System Manual (SMSM)

Water Aerodrome Emergency Manual (WAEM);

Acceptance of the Water Aerodrome Security Plan (WASP). 

Aeronautical Study Reports, if applicable

Approvals for operation of water aerodrome from 
Principality/Port Authority

Agreement for Providing Air Navigation Services for water 
aerodrome;

Water Aerodrome Land Ownership proof or Lease Agreement

Any other relevant documents as required by the President



Work Done Since the Promulgation of GACAR Part-137
Establishments, Certifications, SMS Implementation and MOU

Establishment 

Regulatory acceptance for 
establishing of (5) water 

aerodromes across the west 
coast of Saudi Arabia.

Certification 

Certification of (2) water 
aerodromes in the Red Sea 
islands, namely; Ummahat 

Island and Sheybarah 
Island. 

SMS 

Piloting and overseeing the 
implementation of SMS in the 
certified water aerodromes. 

Saudi Arabia-
Maldives MOU

Saudi Arabia signed an MOU 
for training and Knowledge 

transfer with the Republic of 
Maldives in Water 

Aerodromes and Seaplane 
operations. 



Work Done Since the Promulgation of GACAR Part-137 
Certificates and International Cooperations 

Name of Presentation © GACA 2025 7

Ummahat Certificate

The first certified water aerodrome in 

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

(10/10/2023)

Sheybarah Certificate

The second certified water aerodrome 

in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

(26/08/2024)

MOU With Maldives

MOU signing ceremony between 

Saudi Arabia and the Maldives in the 

Water Aerodromes and Seaplane 

Operations (29/08/2024)



ICAO Water Aerodrome Working Group  (WAWG)

Job Card ADOP.26.01 as Approved by ANC on 30-11-
2022

Saudi Arabia as Part of the WAWG to Develop 
Advisory Circular, namely; 

Guidance Material for the Development of Water 
Aerodromes

Approved by the Working Group on Water 
Aerodromes on 24th January 2024



Water 
Aerodrome 
Certification Challenges and 
Recommendations  



Current ICAO Challenges and Recommendations 

1 2

1. ICAO Annex 14 – Aerodromes - does not differentiate 

between land and water.

2. Several States have developed their own regulations for 

water aerodromes.

3. Hence; there are no uniform internationally accepted 

SARPs related to water aerodromes.

4. Implementation of SMS in small organizations/water 

aerodromes.

5. Potential regulatory overlap between ICAO and the 

International Maritime Organization (IMO) pertaining to 

maritime regulations and operations. 

Challenges Recommendations  

1. Invite MID States to share experience in:

A. Developing the regulations for water aerodromes 

certification and authorization.

B. Implementation of the Safety Management System 

in small organizations/water aerodromes. 



Thank You
For any Inquiries, Please Feel Free to Contact me on:

 Halharbia@gaca.gov.sa

+966 536408802

 +966 115253597

mailto:Halharbia@gaca.gov.sa
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