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The Case for Voluntary 

Certification
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Certification

V l t t d d d t i d ti• Voluntary standards used to improve production 
practices in many industry sectors

• Not all biofuels are the same; certification helps• Not all biofuels are the same; certification helps 
to distinguish between good and bad actors.
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P d  Participating Operator ConceptProducer 
Cooperative

Participating Operator Concept
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Auditing Interval and Type 
risk class audit interval audit typerisk class audit interval audit type

1
12 months desk audit

24 months (+6) office & field audit

2
9 months desk audit

18 months (+6) office & field audit
3 12 months (+6) office & field audit3 12 months (+6) office & field audit
4 9 months (+3) office & field audit
5 6 months (+3) office & field audit
6 3 months (+3) office & field audit
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Calculator

The Greenhouse Gas Calculator measures emissions of biofuels for each lifecycleThe Greenhouse Gas Calculator measures emissions of biofuels for each lifecycle 
production step, from farming to final fuel distribution.

Calculation Methodologies supported include: 

RSB Method

EU Renewable Energy Directive (RED)

CH (MinOEV) Swiss standard (for tax relief)CH (MinOEV) Swiss standard (for tax‐relief)

USA RFS2 – default data

California (LCFS) – default data

Directly accessible at: 
www.rsb‐services.com
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to GHGs

Based on attributional LCA modelingBased on attributional LCA modeling

IPCC (Tier 1) direct land‐use change emissions factors

Ecoinvent database emissions factors for inputs

Co‐production allocation by economic value

Global, average fossil fuel baseline

Real operator input data, audited by third parties, across the entire biofuel Real operator input data, audited by third parties, across the entire biofuel
supply chain
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Cultivation
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F d k I
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Strong chain of custody requirements ensure that only g y q y
biomass/biofuel that comply with the RSB standard are 
associated with RSB compliance claims from participating 
operators

3 steps in tracking and documenting RSB compliant product:
acquiring RSB compliant product
h dli RSB li t d thandling RSB compliant product
forwarding RSB compliant product

Tracking models:Tracking models:
Identity of Product Preserved
Segregation of Product
Mass Balance of ProductMass Balance of Product
Content Ratio Accounting
Book and Claim
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First certifications are currently underwayFirst certifications are currently underway.  
Please contact us if you would like to get 

involved!involved!

C i fContact info:

Matt Rudolf

matthew.rudolf@epfl.ch

+1‐919‐533‐4886+1 919 533 4886
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