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Seamless Travel
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Digital credentials proliferation
Digital ID based on passportDigital ID based on mobile driver licenses (mDL)
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Transportation Security Administration
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Digital Wallets



U.S. DEPARTMENT of STATE  | Bureau of Consular Affairs
Passport Services, Modernization and Systems Liaison Office

Digital Travel Credentials

✓ It is a digital representation of the data stored in the passport’s chip that 

can be a digital companion and/or substitute for a physical passport to 

facilitate seamless travel.

▪ Like the traditional passport, a digital passport:

✓ Must facilitate crossing border control (international travel)

✓ Must be secure

✓ Must be globally interoperable by adhering to published ICAO Digital 

Travel Credential (DTC) specifications

https://www.icao.int/Security/FAL/TRIP/Pages/Publications.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Security/FAL/TRIP/Pages/Publications.aspx
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Biometric Screening
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U.S. Customs and Border Protection
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Trusted Travelers
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ePassport
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Take-aways

• Security of the physical ePassport and the integrity of our 
issuance process becomes even more critical, not less

• Look critically at identity proofing and digital identity 
provisioning back-end processes

• Technology companies are moving quickly to capitalize on 
digital IDs and digital wallets

• Different uses of digital identity documents can create 
confusion for citizens and travelers

• Emerging opportunities to enhance seamless travel, but…
focus on ICAO specifications to ensure cross-border use and 
global interoperability
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