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1. INTRODUCTION

11 The IATA/Control Authorities Working Group (IATA/CAWG) was established in 1987,
primarily as a forum for on-going dialogue between Airlines and Immigration officials in respect of the
control of illegal migration. Whilst the original focus was on inadmissible passengers, IATA/CAWG now
deals with many key areas of passenger facilitation. Twenty-one (21) Contracting States, along a
representative from a national airline from each State are presently represented on the IATA/CAWG.

1.2 The members of IATA/CAWG are of the opinion that the provisions of Annex 9 relating
to passenger information exchange should be enhanced for the benefit of both the public authorities and
the air transport industry.

2. DISCUSSION

2.1 Currently there are no references to iAPI solutions in Annex 9, Chapter 3,
Section K - Entry procedures and responsibilities. The provisions that do exist (3.47 — 3.47.7) address
only the legacy, or batch-style Advance Passenger Information (API) program through which data
concerning all passengers on board a specific flight are transmitted to the requesting public authority in a
single block at flight close-out or after departure.

2.2 The WCO/ICAOQ/IATA, in its umbrella document adopted as an addendum to the revised
guidelines on Advance Passenger Information, describes iAPI as follows: This type of system is a system
whereby required data elements are collected and transmitted by aircraft operators to border control
agencies at the time of check-in. A message response for each passenger and/or crew member is within
existing business processing time, transmitted back to the aircraft operator as “OK to board” or “Not OK
to board.

2.3 The WCO/ICAO/IATA informal “umbrella document also refers to: iAPI as a
“facilitative measure associated with the prevention of bringing inadmissible passengers into a country of
destination. Implementation of I-API poses certain technical challenges in terms of system availability,
outage management and reliability of electronic message transmissions, managing service levels and
maintaining data quality by systems operated by both the carrier and State”

2.4 With all of these considerations in mind, IATA/CAWG has developed a set of new

Recommended Practices around which Contracting States and Aircraft Operators can begin to find
”common ground” on iAPL

3. RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1 The Facilitation Panel is invited to consider the proposals set forth in the Appendix to this
paper, and to agree to recommend their inclusion in Chapter 3, Section K of Annex 9.

3.2 Further, the Facilitation Panel is invited to consider adopting language defining,
Interactive Advanced Passenger Information (iAPI) in Chapter 1, Chapter A, Definitions.
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