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ABOUT IFALPA 

• Founded 1948 

• Over 100.000 
Professional Pilots 

• Over 100 member 
associations 

• Permanent 
observer in ICAO 
ANC 

• Active  in 
numerous ICAO-
Panels 



WHY IFALPA? 

• The mission of IFALPA is to promote the 
highest level of aviation safety worldwide. 

• “Partners” in shared airspace with RPAS. 

- Extensive experience of the traditional airspace 
user. 

•  Experts for aviation: 
-Safety 

-Operations 

-Human factors 



IFALPA: Position paper 



IFALPA RPAS Positions: 

•  IFALPA believes that all UAS should be integrated 
into common airspace. Accommodation should only 
be a temporary measure.  

• IFALPA considers that it is not acceptable to change 
the rules and regulations for manned aviation in 
order to accommodate UAS integration.  

• Every UAS should have at all times a responsible 
person in command, who is suitably trained and 
qualified with an independent safety mandate, 
responsible for the safe operation of the flight, 
mission or task.  

 

 



IFALPA RPAS Positions: 

•  An approved, full and transparent risk 
assessment should be completed (including 
ATM) before an operation can be commenced.  

 

• Currently, IFALPA does not believe that 
autonomous unmanned aircraft can be 
integrated into common airspace.  

 

 



ATC and RPAS Integration:  

• RPAS ATC integration must move from 
accommodation to integration in shared airspace. 

- Crawl, walk, run approach 

•  RPAS should behave like a manned aircraft and be 
subject to the Rules of the Air 

• Command and Control Link: 

-Lost Link must be extremely remote and have 
established procedures/protocols.  

-The response time of a UAS must be the same as 
manned aircraft. 

-Must be secure and prevent “hijacking” or 
spoofing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ATC and RPAS Integration:  

•  Detect And Avoid and Avoid Collision: 
 

• All RPAS that operate in shared airspace 
must have an approved DAA system to meet 
the requirement to “remain well clear” 
 

• RPAS should be equipped to provide 
collision avoidance at all times and in all 
airspace.  It must be operative even during a 
lost link event.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Summary:  

•  RPAS ATC integration must move from accommodation to 
integration in shared airspace. 

- Crawl, walk, run approach 

- Full risk assessment before RPAS operations are allowed 

• No new regulations for manned aircraft to accommodate RPAS 

•  One Remote Pilot in Command for every RPAS. 

- No autonomous flight operations 

• Command and Control Link must be reliable, secure and lost 
link must be extremely remote. 

• RPAS must be equipped with a DAA and a Collision Avoidance 
system that operates even during a lost link event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank you! 
Captain Jim Pala 

Jim.pala@ALPA.org 



SPARE SLIDES 



Introduction/Bio: 

• Night Job: FedEx Pilot based in CGN 

- Professional Aviator for over 30 years 

•  Day Job: RPAS SME for IFALPA 
- Global Hawk Pilot for three years with NGC 
- Remote Test Pilot of the X-47B 
- RPAS Panel/DAA Work Group 

•  Unique Prospective to the RPAS Issues 


