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SAF competitiveness 
and scale-up

Matthias Spoettle

Programme Manager Renewable Fuels –
NOW GmbH (National Organization Hydrogen 

and Fuel Cell Technology)
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Matthias Spoettle
Funding regime for renewable fuels

NOW GmbH on behalf of 

German Ministry of Transport and Digital Infrastructure (BMVI)
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Overwiew Power-to-Liquid (PtL) fuel production

Renewable Energy 
Production

Power
Electrolysis

Hydrogen

Fischer Tropsch Synthesis

Methanol Synthesis

Carbon sources
• Industrial processes
• Biomass
• Atmosphere (Direct-

air capture)

E-crude

Refinery /
Infrastructure

Fuel

PtL – SAF

PtL –
Ship fuel

PtL –
Diesel

Synthetic
Base 
chemicals

No business case yet:
• High production costs 
• Low willingness-to-pay for premium 
• Missing supply and missing demand

Funding regime for PtL to facilitate market 
development



5
ST

O
C

K
TA

K
IN

G
 2

0
2

0

• German Energy and Climate Fund provides 1.3 billions € for renewable fuels

• BMVI/NOW currently work on 3 funding guidelines

1. Market uptake of PtL-SAF

 Funding of costs for investments and for operation of PtL-production with a focus on SAF

 Stakeholder interviews with PtL producers have been conducted to understand the respective production 
technologies, scalability and relevant factors for a successful funding 

 Funding via competition procedures. One idea is to provide funding via an auctioning system.

 Aimed to be published in Q3/2021, subject to state aid authorisation by European Commission

2. Development of renewable fuels: 

 Rise of technology readiness level of innovative production pathways and components (e.g. Direct Air Capture)

 Aimed to be published in Q4/2020

3. Production of renewable fuels

 Funding of investment costs for advanced biofuel production and Power-to-X production, no focus on SAF

 Aimed to be published in Q3/2021, subject to state aid authorisation by European Commission

German funding regime for renewable fuels

Funding of Power-to-Liquid SAF Production
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Thank You
Matthias Spöttle
Programm Manager 
Renewable Fuels

matthias.spoettle@now-gmbh.de


