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• Issued to asylum seekers, refugees, migrants in particularly vulnerable situations, displaced 
people or stateless people, all of whom do not possess a passport or other recognized 
travel document and find themselves unable to return to their country of origin or 
residence, or to proceed to a country offering temporary or permanent refuge or asylum 
 

• Issued as a last resort, when authorities are not in a position to provide a document and 
holder has the necessary visas and meets travel requirements 
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• To facilitate the repatriation of former detainees and other individuals or their return to 
their country of habitual residence 
 

• To facilitate family reunification, in particular for children and other vulnerable individuals, 
who have been separated by armed conflicts and other violence 
 

• Valid only for a one-way journey and issued free of charge exclusively by ICRC delegates 
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Legal Basis 



37’994 ICRC Emergency Travel Document 
issued from 2008 to 2017 
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Compliance with ICAO standards 

  
• ICRC worked closely with ICAO New Technologies Working Group, 

who established the ICAO Guidance on Emergency Travel 

Documents 

• Explicit mention of ICRC Emergency Travel Documents in ICAO 

Guidance on Emergency Travel Documents 

• Review and upgrade of ICRC Emergency Travel Documents 
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ICRC strengths 

• Presence in more than 80 countries affected by conflicts, violence and 

emergency situations 

 

• Field proximity with affected population 

 

• Rigorous process of enrolment, issuance and data management (unique 

centralized database) 

 

• Close collaboration with Embassies, Consulates, UNHCR and IOM 
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ICRC challenges 
• Low volume of documents issued 

• Inconsistent infrastructure in challenging environments 

• Keep capacity to issue documents in each ICRC country office (80) 

• Keep capacity to issue documents rapidly in emergency situations 
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Contact Details: 

 

CENTRAL TRACING AGENCY OF THE ICRC 

email: familylinks@icrc.org 
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