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What is GTAS? 
GTAS is a turn-key application that combines all the necessary 
decision support system features to: 

• receive and store air traveler data, both API and PNR; 

• provide real-time risk assessment against this data based 
on your own specific risk criteria and/or watch lists; 

• view high risk travelers as well as their associated flight 
details and reservation information;  

• promotes expedited travel through fewer “false positives” 
travelers held for examination. 

 



What is GTAS? 
GTAS was developed and is managed by a consortium of volunteer 
organizations and made available at no cost to the community at 
large. 

Both commercial and government organizations are able to use, 
maintain, customize and enhance the software as needed. 

GTAS has been built upon a suite of open source software 
components and published under the GNU General Public License 
(GPL). 

 



WCO – CBP GTAS Collaboration 
 

– CBP Commissioner donated 
GTAS to WCO members in 
June 2017 

– WCO has promoted the use 
of GTAS to member states  

• API/PNR Contact Committee 

• Regional Workshops 

• National level engagements 

– CBP provides technical advise 
and expertise to support 
implementation of GTAS 
software  



Goals for System Overview 

• GTAS User Interface Walkthrough 

• Review Passenger Screening Toolkit 

• Where to learn more about GTAS 
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Passenger Screening Toolkit 
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WATCHLIST ‘FUZZY-NAME MATCHING’ 
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The watchlist service includes a phonetic name-matching 
algorithm called Double Metaphone.  

The watchlist service includes a text string matching 
algorithm called Jaro-Winkler Distance.  
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Where to learn more about GTAS 



• Contact WCO & Complete GTAS Intake 
Questionnaire 

• WCO and CBP conduct site visit to determine 
technical feasibility and operational readiness 

• Determine pilot parameters 

• Deployment of GTAS system (training for officers, 
and IT Services) 

• Transition of knowledge to member country 
towards independent ownership of GTAS by end of 
pilot. 

How members get started 



Challenges encountered 
 

– Donor Funding dependency 
for procurement of equipment, 
data, training. 
 

– Customs administrations not 
always the front line. 
 

– Capacity of the member to 
deliver on program 
requirements 



 

 

 
• https://github.com/US-CBP/GTAS 

• GTAS@wcoomd.org 

• Jatinder.Randhawa@wcoomd.org   

    Technical Officer, Security, WCO 
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