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Head, Immigration and Border Management Division

International Organization for Migration - IOM

Damien Thuriaux

Integrated Approaches for Pandemic Preparedness: 
Border Management and Health
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COVID-19 OUTBREAK
Challenges at Borders

IOM’S RESPONSE
TO THE PANDEMIC

A Border Management Perspective

LESSONS
LEARNT 

WHAT LIES AHEAD? 
From Response to Recovery

KEY CONCERNS

RECOMMENDATIONS

AGENDA
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HUMAN MOBILITY

REGULAR MIGRATION PATHWAYS

COVID-19:  CHALLENGES AT BORDERS

ENTRY/EXIT PROCEDURES

CROSS-BORDER TRADE

GOODS/SERVICES SUPPLY CHAIN
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IOM ’S RESPONSE TO THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK: 

MOBIL ITY IN T IMES OF CRIS IS
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LESSONS LEARNT

Base-level cooperation
between border 

authorities and health 
services must improve

Availability of up-to-standards 
health certifications should be 

considered an ‘essential service’ 
mandated to continue 

operations during crises

The existing trend towards 
modernization and 

digitalization needs to 
accelerate, particularly

when it comes to border 
technologies
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Cross Border Mobility Remains 

Accessible in times of crisis 

Cross Border Mobility Integrates 

Public Health Concerns 

Cross Border Mobility Remains 

Predictable in times of crisis

Cross Border Mobility Integrates 

Protection Concerns

CROSS-BORDER

MOBILITY

Equitable and Predictable human mobility shall be integrated into pandemic preparedness, health 
emergency response and inclusive recovery

WHAT L IES AHEAD? FROM RESPONSE TO RECOVERY
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Limited coordination and 

standardization

A two-speed 

world recovery

Gaps in effective 

cross-border          

data-sharing and 

technological 

solutions

World recovery leaves behind less 
developed countries and further 

risks stalling socioeconomic 
development;

Out of 180 countries, 93% reported 
that migrants in regular situations 
had access to COVID-19 vaccines, 

and only 56% for migrants in 
irregular situations.

IOM, March 2022

KEY CONCERNS
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Risk-based approach

Reliance on scientific 
evidence and consideration 
of the epidemiological 
situation

Equitable global mobility 
and inclusiveness for 
people on the move

Data Protection and 
Privacy considerations

RECOMMENDATIONS
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Thank You


