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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Background: 
Everyone has the right to be recognized as a person before the law, as enshrined in Article 6 of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights and several international human rights instruments.

LI is seen as prerequisite for a person to enjoy basic rights and access services.

No standard definition of LI. Operational Definition: biographical information, acknowledged by a legal authority. As civil registration provides an official record of the existence of the person and the recognition of that individual before the law, it has been the fundamental means of granting legal identity.

Therefore, the SDG’s establish a specific target for 16.9 – legal identity for all, including birth registration. (Indicator 16.9.1: “Proportion of children under 5 years of age whose births have been registered with a civil authority, by age”.

In addition: SDG Target 17.19: “By 2030, build on existing initiatives to (...) support statistical capacity-building in developing countries.”,  (Indicator 17.19.2: “Proportion of countries that (...) have achieved 100 per cent birth registration and 80 per cent death registration”.
Reflected in several Objectives of the GCM, particularly Objective 4

This goal is still in far reach, the WB estimates the often cited number of currently 1 Billion people without legal identity whatsoever, and half of the world's countries lack fully functioning and universal registration of births and deaths.

Therefore: 
in January 2018, The Secretary General's Executive Committee,  requested to "convene UN entities to develop, in collaboration with the World Bank, a common approach to the broader issues of registration and legal identity".

This to say that LI is not a new topic, but gained traction since 2018

IOM is a founding member of the inter agency task force working on legal identity (#23) which is a lead entity
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Objective 4: Ensure all migrants have proof of legal identity and adequate documentation
Objective 7: Address and reduce vulnerabilities in migration
Objective 14: Enhance consular protection, assistance and cooperation throughout the
migration cycle

Target 16.9: provide legal identity for all, including free birth registrations.

L E G A L  I D E N T I T Y  T O  S U P P O R T  R E G U L A R  M I G R AT I O N  &  M O B I L I T Y

Target 10.7: facilitate orderly, safe, regular and responsible migration and
mobility of people, including through the implementation of planned and
well-managed migration policies
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UN Operational Definition of Legal Identity

Legal iden tity is de fined as t h e b a s ic ch a ra ct e r is t ics o f a n in d ivid u a l's
id e n t it y. e .g. n a m e , se x, p la ce a n d d a t e o f b ir t h con fe r re d t h rou gh
re gis t ra t ion a n d t h e issu a n ce of a ce r t ifica t e by a n a u t h or ize d civil
re gis t ra t ion a u t h or it y following the occurrence of b irth .

In the a b se n ce of b ir t h re gis t ra t ion , lega l iden tity m ay be con fe r re d
by a le ga lly-re cogn ize d id e n t ifica t ion a u t h or it y.

Th is sys t e m sh ou ld b e lin ke d t o t h e civil re gis t ra t ion sys t e m t o
e n su re a h o lis t ic a p p roa ch t o le ga l id e n t it y from b ir t h t o d e a t h .

Lega l iden tity is re t ire d by t h e issu a n ce of a d e a t h ce r t ifica t e by the
civil registra tion au thority upon registra tion of dea th .
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Legal Identity Strategy
Population categories 

Nationals in their 
countries who need 
registered legal identity 
to access regular 
migration or travel 
abroad

Migrants in foreign 
countries who require 
access to civil 
registration in the host 
country and in the 
country of origin

Vulnerable mobile 
populations, inclusive 
of displaced persons 
and victims of 
trafficking, for whom 
legal identity intersects 
with protection 
concerns and 
international 
humanitarian law

Irregular migrants for 
whom determining legal 
identity is linked to a 
specific country 
situation.
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Legal 
Identity 
Strategy: 
Pillars

1. Supporting development of consular civil
registration, citizenship certificates, ID and travel
document issuance services

2. Assisting migrants without proof of legal identity

3. Supporting national civil registration and
identity management systems to facilitate regular
migration and mobility

4. Provide thought leadership on the nexus
between migration, displacement, and legal
identity including their impact on the protection of
migrants
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• Equality and non-discrimination
Nobody may be discriminated against (in law or in practice) on the basis of their age, origin, nationality, 
ethnicity, language, religion, beliefs, opinions, political activity, trade union activity, family relationships, 
state of health, disabilities, sexual orientation, sex or other personal characteristics

• People-centered
IOM promotes and works to protect the dignity, well-being and rights of the populations and individuals it 
serves and keeps them at the center of its activities and approaches, in accordance with its mandate

• Rights Based approach
IOM work on legal identity will be rights-based in that it will respect the human rights and other rights of 
migrants in all its endeavors linked to legal identity

• “Do no harm” 
With the view to upholding the human dignity and well-being of migrants, programming on legal identity 
will be subject to context analysis to avoid exposing migrants and other affected communities to additional 
risks

• Protection of privacy and personal data  
IOM can support States in the development of statewide computerized national legal identity systems that 
respect the right to privacy and align with international, regional and national data protection law and 
standards
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Capacity Development Tools & Capacity Building activities03
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CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT 

TOOLS

• LI Toolkit
• LI Roadshows (informative)  
• LI Master Class (formative)  
• LI Assessment questionnaire 
• LI Conferences (APR22/JUL23)
• LI one-year diploma (NAUSS AUG23)
• Global workshop (AUG23)
• ID Management Master Class  
• Biometrics Manual 

2024
• Digital Identity / AI (Academia)
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LEGAL IDENTITY

The 
Global 

Approach
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Thank You
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