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Part 1 
 

How are the emissions units 
generated by your programme, 
mechanism or project? 



Gold Standard introduction 
A standard and certification body that stands for the best 

that can be achieved in climate and development projects 

• Founded in 2003 by international NGOs, including WWF 

• Swiss non-profit headquartered in Geneva 

• Used worldwide to certify emission reduction projects in the 
voluntary and compliance carbon markets 



A next-generation standard to quantify, certify and maximise impacts  

toward climate security and sustainable development 

Holistic – Integrated - Flexible 

One comprehensive ’meta-standard’ for ease of 

use and flexible certification pathways 



5 key principles 

Principles & 
Requirement

s 

• Principle 1 – Contribution to climate and SDGs 

• Principle 2 – Safeguards (social and 
environmental) 

• Principle 3 – Stakeholder inclusivity  

• Principle 4 – Demonstration of real outcomes 

• Principle 5 – Additionality and Ongoing 
Financial Need 
 



Gold Standard certification process 
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Eligible project types 

Energy 

efficiency 

(end use) 

 

Afforestation and 

reforestation 

 

Waste 

management 

 

Water 

 

Renewable energy 

 

Agriculture 

 



Part 2 
 

What are the features and 
benefits of the emissions units 
generated by your programme, 
mechanism or project, including 
the means to ensure their quality? 



Environmental  

and social safeguards  

+ management  

of trade offs 

Multiple  

SDG impacts 

Stakeholder  

engagement 

• Gender sensitive 
• Water sensitive 

Sustainable 

development at 

the core 



Rigour to ensure highest quality 
• Internationally recognized methodologies 

• Third party verification 

• Project review by NGO network and independent 
Technical Advisory Committee 

• Final certification decision taken by Gold 
Standard 

• Grievance mechanism 

• Exclusion of high-risk project types 

• Online secure and transparent carbon registry  

• Option to use GS as quality label to CDM projects 
to ensure safeguards and contributions to SD 
 



Required contributions to  
Sustainable Development Goals 

SDG Matrix 

Different methods: 

• Self-proposed and robustly justified 

indicators, linked to SDG targets 

• Submission of reporting tool for Gold 

Standard approval 

• Gold Standard-approved activity-specific 

SDG tools that encourage the reporting of 

a wide range of benefits 

 



Innovation: New products for certification 



Example of value created to SDGs: Efficient cookstove 



Part 3 
 

Where can potential buyers 
purchase the emissions units 
generated by your programme, 
mechanism or project? 



Buying Gold Standard certified carbon credits  

• Available to purchase worldwide. Projects in 80 countries 

• Recognised carbon retailers and brokers internationally in the 

voluntary carbon market 

• Over the counter transactions in the compliance market 

• Gold Standard online marketplace  

• International exchanges, such as Carbon Trade Exchange 



Part 4 
 

How does your programme, 
mechanism or project track the 
use of emissions units? 



Secure online environmental registry 

• Hosted by Markit, an international environmental registry  

• Online registry enables participants to:  

– Track Gold Standard projects and certification documentation 

– Hold, transact and retire carbon credits  

– Serial numbers linked to the project, vintage and verification 
event 

– Retirement notifications 

– GS CER labels are also tracked in the Gold Standard Registry 

 



THANKS 

www.goldstandard.org 




