
The global air transport industry: 

1 Source: IATA www.iata.org/economics 



The global industry outlook remains bright… 

2 www.iata.org/economics Source: IATA/Tourism Economics 

3.5% 
Average annual growth in 
global air passenger journeys 
over the next 20 years 
 

2.0x 
The number of air passenger 
journeys in 2037 compared 
with today 



20-year air passenger growth is shifting East & South 

Source: IATA/Tourism Economics  3 www.iata.org/economics 



In Africa, air transport supports… 
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…6.2 million jobs & $55.8 billion of GDP 

Source: ATAG www.iata.org/economics 



Demand for air travel in Africa to soar in the middle run 

Source: IATA/Oxford Economics www.iata.org/economics 5 
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20-year passenger growth outlook (2017-37) 
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The markets of tomorrow 
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Top 10 air markets in Africa shows few changes 

9 www.iata.org/economics Source: IATA/Oxford Economics 
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Drivers of demand for air travel in Africa: Population 
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Drivers of demand for air travel in Africa: Income 
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Strong increase in # of passengers over next 20 years 
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… translating into high annual passenger growth rate 
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Visa openness index 2018 

Source: UNWTO www.iata.org/economics 14 



Air travel connectivity from Africa to the World: 2008 
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Air travel connectivity from Africa to the World: 2018 
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Air travel connectivity within Africa: 2008 
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Air travel connectivity within Africa: 2018 
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Source: IATA Economics using data from ICAO, The Airline Analyst, IATA forecasts 

Regional profitability remains very uneven 
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Regional (net) profitability – Africa 

www.iata.org/economics 20 Source: IATA 

-8%

-6%

-4%

-2%

0%

2%

-2.0

-1.5

-1.0

-0.5

0.0

0.5

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018f

Net profit (Left axis)

US$bn 



Airline Cost Drivers in Africa 
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How IATA initiatives impact cost-drivers 
in Africa 
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ASA best practice clauses  

Airport Privatization Efforts 
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related to distribution issues 

Smarter Regulation 
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