
Machine Readable Convention Travel Documents (MRCTDs)

Denise Otis  
Legal Officer 

UNHCR, Canada



MRCTDs

• MRCTDs – a new acronym is born!

• What are MRCTDs and who needs them?

• How are MRCTDs different from regular 
passports?



MRCTDs

•ICAO standards and MRCTDs

•The problem with MRCTDs

•Why it is important

•ICAO and UNHCR
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MRCTDs

• The new MRCTD Guide
– Part I: Legal and Administrative Framework
– Part II: Technical Specifications (John Mercer)

• 1. National Legal Framework
• 2. Organizational Structure and Travel Document Issuing Authority
• 3. Application Process
• 4. Entitlement Process
• 5. Book Production and Personalization
• 6. Issuance, Withdrawal and Lost and Stolen CTDs
• 7. Security of MRCTDs

• Dissemination and Advocacy
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Thank you

Contact: otis@unhcr.org or beck@unhcr.org


