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The Inter-American Development Bank

• Supports initiatives by Latin American and Caribbean countries to 
reduce poverty and inequality.

• Established in 1959, we are the largest source of development 
financing for Latin America and the Caribbean, with a strong 
commitment to achieve measurable results, increased integrity, 
transparency and accountability. We have an evolving reform 
agenda that seeks to increase our development impact in the region.

• Besides loans, we also provide grants, technical assistance and do 
research. Our shareholders are 48 member countries, including 26 
Latin American and Caribbean borrowing members, who have a 
majority ownership of the IDB.



A critical issue for the IDB

“The right to a legal identity, unique 
and safe is a fundamental right which
gives access to other important rights”.
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In Latin America we know that approximately 10% of
our children are not registered…



Supply side issues

• Lack of information about importance of civil registry
• Decision makers not well informed

• Outdated legal frameworks 
• Cumbersome procedures

• Institutional weaknesses and asymmetries
• Inadequate economic resources
• Limited institutional presence

• Unsystematic and unsustainable technological solutions
• Human resource limitations









The ugly duckling of public institutions?
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The role of the Civil Registry
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Foundations of an efficient civil registry
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Immediate steps 

• Develop National Identity Management Policy
• Shorten the distance to the civil registries

– Creation/redistribution of civil registries
– Information campaigns—impact evaluation
– Cultural sensitivity

• Coordinate with other public services
– Hospitals—vaccination centers
– Primary schools
– Ministry Of Social affairs/gender
– Ministry of Planning and/or Finance

• Develop communication strategies
• More research – better data – better results
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