avian & safe

The Role of A Bird Control Department
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What is the best device used for minimising the
risk to aircraft from wildlife on airfields?

We have 2 types of control:

Leathal control? Passive control?
Firearms Bio Acouistics
Trapping Lasers

Mirrors

Natural predators
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Bio Acoustics have pl
in the early 80’s
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Distress and Alarm calls
In general, alarm calls are given when birds perceive danger, whilst distress

calls are vocalised when birds are captured, restrained or injured.

Since then, the understanding of the system has come on in leaps and bounds

with Scarecrow Bio Acoustic Systems Ltd leading the way in development.
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Dogs

Dogs represent an‘actu
and so stimulate fli reactions in birds.

A single border collie and its handler can keep an area of approximately
50 square kilometres free of larger birds and wildlife

'__I—,L@bj,r.ﬁatic_)_n is very unlikely as they can contipually pursue, -.. _!l
“and change their behaviour. - ' o .




With some of the methods though, birds can quickly become habituated. =

lve seen birds foraging around gas cannons, only to fly a distance
from it 5 seconds before it goes bang!

Shooting

Birds will quickly realise the lethal range of the shot,

and conveniently step just out of range.

It takes time to get out of a vehicle, load a gun and shoot.
normally by this time the birds have flown.

Bird Scaring Cartrigdes
The explosion can scatter the flock
Firing may be limited due to air traffic




All of the methods we use, require one common denominator.

The Man!

It is the man that uses the tools to carry out the task

As an industry, we place a lot on the tools. But do we place enough
emphasis on the man?




Predators

Trained predators (falcons and dogs) Trained falcons and dogs, which are both potential predators for many species of
hazardous hirds found on airports, are undohtedly effective in dispersing hirds. To work properly, howewer, considerahle
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iwestment i the training of both the animals and their handlers needs to be made. This training iz essential both to ensure
that the ammals themselves do not become a strike risk and also to ensure that the deterrent walue of deploying the falcon or
dog is masrmsed. Awports should not underestimate the staff time and cost mvolved i mcorporating falcons or dogs m

their hird control programumes.

Falcorns represent a real threat to birds and will not be ionored. Their use close to aircraft requires great care, skilf and
considerable expense.

It 1z also mmportant to remember that falcons and dogs are not effective at dispersing all hazardous hirds i all conditions.

They should be regarded az one tool amongst maty that the bhird controller can use. The uze of trained predators alone iz not

a1 adequate substitute for the other bird management techniques described abowve.

Standard 4

Bird control staff chould be equipped with bird deterrent dewices appropriate to the bird species encountered, the numbers of
hirds present, and to the area that they need to control 5taff should have access to appropriate dewices for remowal of

hirdsfwildlife, such as firearms or traps, or the means of calling on expert support to supply these techrigques at short notice.
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