
Pre-Inspection 
Procedures

Aerodrome Inspectors 
Workshop

Federal Aviation
Administration

Location:  Trinidad & Tobago, 9-13 JUN 2014

Presenter:  Kelly J. Slusarski, FAA ACSI



2

New England

Eastern

Southern

Western 
Pacific



3

PREPARING FOR INSPECTIONS
OBJECTIVES

Identify the ACSI responsibilities and 
actions related to:

a.  scheduling inspections
b.  preparing for inspections
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TYPES OF INSPECTIONS

Initial

Periodic (including Administrative)

Surveillance
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INITIAL INSPECTION
 Required by ANNEX 14 / State 

Regulations (FAA Order 5280.5)
 Prior to issuance of AOC 
 Ensure compliance with State 

regulations (FAA 14 CFR Part 139)
 Ensure accuracy of ACM 
 Inspection report required
 ICAO requires AOC application 

(FAA requires Form 5280-1) 
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1. The airport operator notifies FAA.
2. Certification requirements are discussed. 
3. Materials and assistance are provided by FAA.
4. A pre-certification inspection may be conducted 

by FAA to assess the airport facilities.
5. Airport prepares the ACM and submits ACM to 

FAA with airport certification application. 
6. Airport implements certification standards and 

procedures. 
7. Airport conducts training of airport personnel.

Initial Airport Certification Process
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8. The airport installs required airport certification 
facilities such as marking, lighting, signs, wind 
cones.

9. FAA conducts the initial airport certification 
inspection of the airport when the airport 
operator is ready.

10. FAA issues the Airport Operating Certificate 
(AOC) if the airport is found to be in compliance 
with airport certification requirements or 
substantially in compliance with certification 
requirements.

Initial Airport Certification Process
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• The Airport Operating Certificate can be issued 
with Limitations where appropriate.
– For example:  A Limitation made be made to restrict air 

carrier operations to a certain size because of a short 
runway length.

• The Airport Operating Certificate may also be 
issued with a Letter of Correction that 
documents minor discrepancies to Part 139 
requirements that remain to be corrected.

Initial Airport Certification Process
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INITIAL INSPECTION PHASES

 Preparation
 In briefing

 Administrative inspection
 Movement (Maneuvering) 

area inspection
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INITIAL INSPECTION PHASES
(continued)

 ARFF inspection

 Fueling facilities inspection

 Night inspection

 Post inspection (exit) briefing
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Initial Airport Certification Process
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PERIODIC INSPECTION
Required by FAA Order 5280.5
 Usually annual
 Ensure compliance with Part 139
 Ensure accuracy of ACM
 Inspection report required
 Same phases as initial

inspection
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INSPECTIONS OF CERTIFICATED
AIRPORTS

AT
ANY
TIME
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SURVEILLANCE INSPECTION

 Conduct when needed

 Perform any or all phases as needed

 Announced or unannounced

 Partial inspection report required
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•

Types of Inspections: Surveillance
 Announced or unannounced.

 Why?
(1) Follow-up on a Periodic Inspection
(2) Construction activity
(3) Test continued compliance with ACM
(4) Test compliance with any Part 139 item
(5) Wildlife activity
(6) Validate airport index

• Airport Certification Inspection
•

•Federal Aviation Administration 
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 Determine appropriate 
date of inspection

 Contact airport 
operator

 Initial contact by 
telephone

 Send confirmation 
letter

Scheduling
Announced
Inspections
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SAMPLE
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INTERNAL FAA COORDINATION

Air Traffic

Technical 
Operations

Security

Flight Standards

Airports

PREPARATION
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INFORMATION REVIEW
Instrument Approach Procedure Chart
Certification File
Legal Enforcement Reports

Airport Obstruction Chart
Airport Layout Plan
Modification of Standards
ACM
Exemptions
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INFORMATION REVIEW

Airport/Facility Directory

Accident/incident history



21

DOCUMENTS TO TAKE

 14 CFR Part 139
 Form 5280-4
 Other checklists
 Form 5280-6
 Appropriate AC’s
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PREPARATION
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EQUIPMENT TO TAKE
 Distance wheel
 Tape measure / measuring stick
 Clinometer
 Calculator
 Foul weather gear

 Camera
 Refractometer
 Compass / GPS
 VHF transmitter/

receiver
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PREPARATION


