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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This working paper presents the requirements specified on the ICAO Annex 6 part 1,
which allow airlines to except filling the destination alternate aerodrome, specified in
Annex 2 and FPL format in the Doc 4444,

Action: The suggested action is presented at the section 3
Strategic e Air Navigation Capacity and Efficiency
Objectives: o Economic Development of Air Transport
e Environmental Protection
References: e |CAO Annex 6
o Doc. 4444
1. Introduction
1.1 The amendment 36 to Annex 6, Part I, “alternate aerodrome selection and fuel planning

Provisions”, was part of a joint IATA and ICAO initiative to improve aeroplane fuel efficiency and
reduce emissions. A realistic, modern approach was needed that would take into account operational
experience, new technologies and advanced aeroplane capabilities while providing safe operations
through the use of modern methods including operational data analysis and safety risk management
(SRM). The task to draft the amendment was undertaken by the Operations Panel in 2008 and progressed
through a series of meetings and correspondence among members.

1.2 The principal purpose of amendment 36 was to introduce globally harmonized planning
criteria for the selection of alternate aerodromes and the pre-flight computation of total fuel supply.
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1.3 Under the conditions mentioned on the amendment 36, the exception to avoid selecting
an destination alternate aerodrome was a feasible option for the airlines while increasing the efficiency,
reducing the CO2 emission and keeping a high level of safety for the operations.

2. Exception requirements

2.1 The ICAO Annex 6 part 1, under the title 4.3.4.3 “Destination alternate aerodromes”,
paragraph 4.3.4.3.1, states that:

4.3.4.3 Destination altemate aerodromes

43431 For a flight to be conducted in accordance with the instrument flight rules, at least one
destination alternate aerodrome shall be selected and specified in the operational and ATS flight plans,
unless:

a) the duration of the flight from the departure aerodrome, or from the point of in-flight re-planning to
the destination aerodrome is such that, taking into account all meteorological conditions and
operational information relevant to the flight, at the estimated time of use, a reasonable certainty
exists that:

1) the approach and landing may be made under visual metecrological conditions; and
2) separate runways are usable at the estimated time of use of the destination aerodrome with
at least one runway having an operational instrument approach procedure; or

b) the aerodrome is isolated. Operations into isolated aerodromes do not require the selection of a
destination alternate aerodrome(s) and shall be planned in accordance with 4.3.6.3 d) 4):

1) for each flight into an isolated aerodrome a point of no return shall be determined; and
2) a flight to be conducted to an isolated aerodrome shall not be continued past the point of no
return unless a current assessment of meteorological conditions, traffic, and other operational

conditions indicate that a safe landing can be made at the estimated time of use.

Note 1.— Separate runways are two or more runways at the same aerodrome configured such that if one
runway is closed, operations to the other runway(s) can be conducted.
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2.2 Under the same chapter on the paragraph 4.3.6.3, states that:

4.3.6.3 The pre-flight calculation of usable fuel required shall mclude:
a) taxi fuel
b) orip fuel

c) contingency fuel

d) destination alternate fuel, which shall be:
1) where a destmation altenate aerodrome is required, the amount of fuel required to enable the aeroplane to:

3) where a flight is operated without 2 destmation alternate aerodrome, the amount of fuel required to enable
the asroplane to fly for 15 mmutes at holding speed at 450 m (1 500 ft) above destmation zerodrome
elevation m standard conditions; or

e) final reserve fuel, which shall be the amount of fuel calculated usig the estimated mass on arrival at the destmation|
altemate aerodrome, or the destmation aerodrome when no destmation altemate aerodrome is required:

f) additional fuel
3. Suggested Actions
3.1 The Meeting is invited to review the information provided to get a regional consensus on

the interpretation of these paragraphs to unify the application criteria, used by the ANSPs under the ICAO
Annex 6 statements.

— END —



