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Agenda Item 7: Aviation Security (AVSEC) and Facilitation (FAL) 

7.2 ICAO/Latin American Civil Aviation Commission (LACAC) 

NAM/CAR/SAM Aviation Security and Facilitation Regional Group 

(AVSEC/FAL/RG) 

 

ICAO/LACAC NAM/CAR AND SAM AVIATION SECURITY AND FACILITATION 

REGIONAL GROUP (AVSEC/FAL/RG) ACTIVITIES 

 

(Presented by the Secretariat) 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

This working paper presents information on the progress of the ICAO/LACAC 

NAM/CAR and SAM Aviation Security and Facilitation Regional Group 

(AVSEC/FAL/RG) projects. 

Action: Suggested action is presented in Section 4. 

 

Strategic 

Objectives: 
 Security & Facilitation 

References:  Final Report of the Fifth Meeting of the ICAO/LACAC 

NAM/CAR and SAM Aviation Security and Facilitation 

Regional Group (AVSEC/FAL/RG/5), held in Lima, Peru, 

from 3 to 5 June 2015, and State Letter EMX0714, dated 8 July 

2015 

 State Letter EMX0226, dated 5 March 2015, convening for the 

Fifth Meeting of the ICAO/LACAC NAM/CAR and SAM 

Aviation Security and Facilitation Regional Group 

(AVSEC/FAL/RG/5) 

 State Letter EMX0218, dated 3 March 2015, on the Working 

Group Meeting on the Security Management System (SeMS) 

of the ICAO/LACAC NAM/CAR and SAM Aviation Security 

and Facilitation Regional (AVSEC/FAL/RG) Group, held in 

Buenos Aires, Argentina, from 12 to 15 May 2015 

 

 

1. Introduction 

 

1.1 The AVSEC/FAL/RG/5 Meeting was held at the ICAO South America (SAM) Regional 

Office in Lima, Peru, from 3 to 5 June 2015. This event was attended by 52 delegates from 22 

NAM/CAR and SAM States and three international organizations (CASSOS, ECCAA and IATA). 
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1.2 The Meeting analysed the work programme and, based on the progress and results of the 

implementation of the projects, as well as in the deliberations and agreements of the Meeting, the Terms 

of Reference, Programme and Working Projects were updated. The Strategic Plan developed by the 

respective working group headed by Argentina was also reviewed, which methodology will assist in 

achieving the efficiency and effectiveness of the works agreed. Notwithstanding, the Meeting reminded 

the importance of their active participation and commitment to achieve the group planned objectives for 

their own benefit and of all the AVSEC/FAL/RG member States. 

 

1.4 As an outstanding result of this Meeting, the representatives determined that after a 

revision of the draft report, this should be approved by the plenary from now on. The plenary considered 

that approving the report at the end of the meeting will expedite the slow process of waiting response 

from State members; and requested to the joint Secretariat of ICAO NACC and SAM Regional Offices, 

and the Latin American Civil Aviation Commission (LACAC) to disseminate the final report, and to 

elevate it to their respective entities for the consideration of advanced projects. The Meeting accepted and 

approved eight conclusions that are presented in the Appendix A to this working paper. 

 

1.5  The Meeting was preceded by a two-day Regional Seminar on Aviation Security 

(AVSEC/SEM), where representatives from different States shared information on several topics: 

regional AVSEC overview, aviation threats and safer skies, border security facilitation, multi-agency 

approach, security oversight and Security Management System (SeMS), experiences on SeMS 

implementation, cyber threats, trends and security configurations, experiences on cyberterrorism in civil 

aviation, travel document security and identity management, IATA Advance Passenger Information (API) 

system and Passenger Name Record (PNR) toolkit, among others. 

 

2. Progress achieved since the AVSEC/FAL/RG/5 Meeting 

 

2.1 With respect to Conclusion 5/1, Universal Security Audit Programme and Continuous 

Monitoring Approach (USAP-CMA), up to date none of the ICAO Member States from ECCAA have 

signed the two originals of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), nor have submitted it to the 

USAP-CMA Audit Section at ICAO Headquarters. 

 

2.2 Regarding Conclusion 5/2, Aviation Security Management Systems programme, States 

interested in implementing SeMS, that established short and medium-term objectives, may share and 

report to the joint Secretary of the group their pilot progress implementation by the last week of 

January 2016. 

 

2.3 In respect to Conclusion 5/3, Coordination between States to standardize their aviation 

security systems audit procedures programme, the project –coordinated by Brazil— will share 

information on the status to standardize the aviation security system audit procedures programme by the 

end of January 2016, as well as a final report in the next meeting of the group. 

 

2.4 Regarding Conclusion 5/4, Questionnaire on Facilitation and use of Machine Readable 

Travel Documents (MRTDs), and the implementation of Annex 9 – Facilitation and MRTDs Standards, 

the Meeting decided to extend once more the deadline to deliver to the Secretariat the questionnaire on 

these matters. Although it was noticed that some States issues MRTDs, some Eastern Caribbean States 

have not answered ICAO on the compliance of Standard 3.10.1 –States should ensure that all not 

machine readable passports expire before 24 November 2015—, nor the corresponding questionnaire 

impulsed by the AVSEC/FAL/RG. Antigua and Barbuda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint 

Vincent and the Grenadines, and Trinidad and Tobago, are requested to take prompt action and to respond 

to State Letter EMX1044, dated 30 October 2014, as a reminder for EC6/3-12/70, dated 31 December 

2012 (Appendix B).  
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2.5 As a result of Conclusion 5/5, Best Facilitation Practices Database, the project, that 

gathers information on the data bases of its participant States and that is leaded by Chile, will report to the 

next meeting of the group its results. 

 

2.6 On Conclusion 5/6, Facilitation training material, the ASTC/CIIASA is working on the 

development of the Facilitation Training Material Programme, and the Instructor’s Guide and the 

Reference Material for Participants will be submitted by 31 January 2016 for assessment of the 

AVSEC/FAL/RG.  

 

2.7  Regarding Conclusion 5/7, AVSEC/FAL/RG Programme of activities and the Strategic 

Plan of the Regional Group, the permanent Ad hoc Working Group on the Strategic Plan will assess and 

determine the development of each ICAO AVSEC/FAL/RG Working Group in the compliance with the 

established goals, and will submit to ICAO Secretariat results of different projects for consideration of a 

Global Planning on aviation security.  

 

2.8 Regarding Conclusion 5/8, Response by States to ICAO State Letters, the Meeting agreed 

that representatives of AVSEC and FAL will elevate this conclusion to their respective authorities, to 

response in a timely manner all ICAO Stale Letters related with aviation security and facilitation issues, 

in a permanent way.  

 

3. Conclusion 

 

3.1 Civil Aviation Authorities are urged to attend appropriately all ICAO requests and 

matters related with aviation security and facilitation. In addition, in order to share information and 

benefit from the successful results obtained in the different projects and developed guidance material, 

which will result in the improvement of their own national aviation security and facilitation systems, as 

well as in the region, the Civil Aviation Authorities of the Eastern Caribbean are urged to support the 

participation of the AVSEC and FAL units of their States in the AVSEC/FAL/RG activities. 

 

4. Suggested actions 

 

4.1  The Meeting is invited to: 

 

a) Urge Eastern Caribbean corresponding Aviation Security (AVSEC) and 

Facilitation (FAL) Authorities to support their AVSEC and FAL 

Units/representative for an active and committed participation in the 

AVSEC/FAL/RG activities for the benefit of their own States and of the region; 

and, 

 

b) Respond by 30 January 2016 the survey detailed in Appendix B. 

 

 

 

— — — — — — — — — — — 
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APPENDIX A 

AVSEC/FAL/RG/5 MEETING CONCLUSIONS 

 

Conclusion 5/1  Universal Security Audit Programme and Continuous Monitoring Approach 

(USAP-CMA) 

 

That States, 

 

a) urge their authorities to participate in the Universal Security Audit Programme and 

Continuous Monitoring Approach (USAP-CMA) Seminar, scheduled from 13 to 15 

July 2015 in Lima, Peru; and 

 

b) sign the two originals of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) and submit it to 

the USAP-CMA Audit Section at ICAO Headquarters as soon as possible. 

 

Conclusion 5/2  Aviation Security Management Systems programme 

 

 That, 

 

a) States interested in implementing SeMS work towards SeMS implementation with 

service providers, and that this is developed in stages, as they may deem appropriate; 

 

b) States interested in implementing SeMS establish short and medium-term objectives, 

reporting on their pilot progress implementation by the last week of January 2016; 

and  

 

c) ICAO Regional Offices in Mexico and Lima, respectively, convene a virtual meeting 

for the last week of January 2016, in order for States to present their achievements 

with the pilot implementation of the SeMS. 

 

Conclusion 5/3  Coordination between States to standardize their aviation security systems 

audit procedures programme 

 

That the Coordination between States to standardize the aviation security system audit 

procedures programme be continued, and enforce the dates presented by Brazil in WP/09 

for its development, considering 60 days from the date of approval of this report (5 June 

2015). 

 

Conclusion 5/4  Questionnaire on Facilitation and use of Machine Readable Travel 

Documents (MRTDs)  

 

That: 

 

a) States review the implementation update of the questionnaire in their facilitation 

systems, and send their information to the Coordinator State of this Project with copy 

to the Secretariat; and 

 

b) the results of this project be submitted to the Secretariat of the AVSEC/FAL/RG and 

to the States by 31 January 2016. 
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Conclusion 5/5 Best Facilitation Practices Database 

 

 That the States share their best practices on the various facilitation topics, and if deemed 

appropriate, their best aviation security practices, sending them to the Coordinator State 

of this Project, with copy to the AVSEC/FAL/RG Secretariat, by the end of August 2015, 

and thereafter as they deem convenient, so that they can be published on the LACAC 

platform designated to this end. 

 

Conclusion 5/6  Facilitation training material 
 

That, under the leadership of the ASTC/CIIASA the Facilitation Training Material 

Programme be continued, in order to develop Facilitation training material; and that the 

Instructor’s Guide and the Reference Material for Participants be submitted by 

31 January 2016 for assessment of the AVSEC/FAL/RG. 

 

Conclusion 5/7 AVSEC/FAL/RG Programme of activities and the Strategic Plan of the 

Regional Group  

 

That, 

 

a) ICAO consider the advantages of having an Aviation Security and Facilitation Global 

Plan and that regional groups similar to the AVSEC/FAL/RG be in charge of 

providing follow up to this Plan at the regional level and report the achieved progress 

to ICAO Headquarters, as a way to harmonize the AVSEC/FAL worldwide efforts, 

and to provide formal recognition to AVSEC/FAL regional groups, and that the 

ICAO Secretariat process and forward the approved reports of the AVSEC/FAL/RG 

meetings using its respective mechanisms, as appropriate; and 

 

b) a permanent Ad hoc Working Group be formed on the ICAO/LACAC NAM/CAR and 

SAM Aviation Security and Facilitation Regional Group (AVSEC/FAL/RG) Strategic 

Plan to assess and determine the development of each ICAO AVSEC/FAL/RG 

Working Group to comply with the established goals, with the possibility of meeting 

whenever necessary. The NACC and SAM Regional Offices respectively will be 

responsible for convening the meetings, previously agreed by the AVSEC/FAL/RG. 

 

Conclusion 5/8 Response by States to ICAO State Letters  

 

States are urged to: 

 

a) reply in a timely and suitable manner to the requests for comments from the ICAO 

Secretary General on topics of aviation security and facilitation; and 

 

b) make use of technological tools and conduct virtual work meetings to address the 

issue of responses to ICAO communications. These meetings would be convened by 

the NAM/CAR and SAM Regional Offices, respectively, and notified on a timely 

basis, as appropriate. 

 

 

 

— — — — — — — — — — — 
 



 

 
 

North American, Central American and Caribbean Office 
Av. Presidente Masaryk No. 29 – 3 
Col. Polanco, México City, C.P. 11570, MEXICO 

Tel. + 52 55 52503211 
Fax.   + 52 55 52032757 
E-mail:   icaonacc@icao.int 
Website:   www.icao.int/nacc 

 

When replying please quote: 

Ref.: NT-NR 3-1 — EMX1044 30 October 2014 
 
 
 
To: States, Territories and International Organizations 
 
 
Subject: Reminder on the implementation of Standard 3.10.1 of Annex 9 ─ Facilitation 
 
 
Action 
Required: Provide information on expiration of non-machine readable passports 
 
 
Sir/Madam: 

 
In reference to the attached ICAO Headquarters State Letter, Ref.: EC6/3-12/70, dated 

31 December 2012, on the abovementioned subject, the requested information has not been received at 
ICAO Headquarters, nor at this Regional Office. This is a kind reminder to answer to the subject matter. 

 
Accept, Sir/Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Loretta Martin 
Regional Director 
North American, Central American and 
Caribbean (NACC) Regional Office 
 
 
 

Enclosure: 
As indicated 
 
N:\NR - AVSEC-FAL\NR 3-1 - Annex 9\Correspondence\EMX1044AVSEC-States-Standard3.10.1Reminder.docx 

APPENDIX B 
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Distribution List: 
 
To: Edson Joseph, Antigua and Barbuda jedson84@gmail.com; p-hypolite@hotmail.com; consuelab28@gmail.com; 

 DCA Management Team, Aruba dca@dca.gov.aw; Edwin.Kelly@dca.gov.aw; Gilberto.Croes@dca.gov.aw; 
n.kock@aruba.com; 

 Ivan Cleare, Bahamas ilcleare@gmail.com; cadplr@gmail.com 

 Irvine Best, Barbados ctech@sunbeach.net; PS@barbadosbusiness.gov.bb; 
irvine.best@internationaltransport.gov.bb; irvinebest@live.com; 

 Kingsley Nelson, Barbados civilav@caribsurf.com; kingsley.nelson@barbados.gov.bb; 

 Lindsay Garbutt, Belize dcabelize@btl.net; lindsay.garbutt@civilaviation.gov.bz; 
gilberto.torres@civilaviation.gov.bz; 

 Jean Soucy, Canada jean.soucy@tc.gc.ca; lisa.lanthier@tc.gc.ca;  

 Oscar L. Derby, Curaçao civilair@gobiernu.cw; old23256@gmail.com; oderby.ccaa@gmail.com; 

 Donald McPhail, ECCAA oecs.dca@candw.ag; contact@eccaa.aero; dmcphail@eccaa.aero; 

 Philippe Guivarc’h, French Antilles philippe.guivarch@aviation-civile.gouv.fr;  
claude.miquel@aviation-civile.gouv.fr; 

 Olivier Jouans, French Antilles olivier.jouans@aviation-civile.gouv.fr;  

 Lana McPhail, Grenada lana.mcphail@gov.gd; lycmcphail@gmail.com; dale.louison@gov.gd; 
tourism@gov.gd; 

 Léopold Martin Roumer, Haiti direction.generale@ofnac.gouv.ht; leopoldroumer@yahoo.com; 
Jacques.boursiquot@ofnac.gouv.ht; paulemo46@hotmail.com;   

 Nari Williams-Singh, Jamaica nari.williams-singh@jcaa.gov.jm; 

 G.J. (Gloria) Hooplot, MA, Netherlands 
 for Bonaire, Sint Eustatius and Saba Islands 

gloria.hooplot@minienm.nl; 

 Patricia Martin, Saint Kitts and Nevis patricia.martin@stkittstourism.kn; 

 Hubert Emmanuel, Saint Lucia external@gosl.gov.lc; kurt.menal@govt.lc; 

 Godfred Pompey, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines office.natsec@mail.gov.vc; 

 Louis Halley, Sint Maarten louis.halley@sintmaartengov.org; 

 Ramesh Lutchmedial, Trinidad and Tobago dgca@caa.gov.tt;  

 Maria Boyle, ASSI, United Kingdom 
 Anguilla; British Virgin Islands; Montserrat 

icaofocalpoint@dft.gsi.gov.uk; maria.boyle@airsafety.aero; 
alison.thomas@airsafety.aero; 

 Marcus Doller, ASSI, United Kingdom marcus.doller@airsafety.aero; 

 Victoria M. Williams, United States victoria.m.williams@faa.gov; 9-AWA-API-IGIA@faa.gov;  

 
cc: Larry Franklin, Anguilla larry.franklin@gov.ai; 

 Thomas Dunstan, Bermuda tdunstan@gov.bm;  

 Franklin Penn, British Virgin Islands fpenn@bviaa.com; 

 Richard Smith, Cayman Islands civil.aviation@caacayman.com; Richard.smith@caacayman.com; 
john.dick@caacayman.com;  

 Beverly Mendes, Montserrat mendesb@gov.ms; mcw@gov.ms; 

 Thomas Swann, Turks and Caicos Islands tswann.caa@tciway.tc; pforbes.caa@tciway.tc; cad@tciway.tc 

 Marcus Doller, ASSI, United Kingdom marcus.doller@airsafety.aero; 

 Alison Thomas, ASSI, United Kingdom alison.thomas@airsafety.aero;  

   

cc: AVSEC/FAL National Points of Contact  

 Peter Abraham, Antigua and Barbuda peter.abraham@antigua.gov.ag; 

 Anthony Kirchner, Aruba anthony.kirchner@dca.gov.aw; 

 Andrew Bonaby, Bahamas andrew.bonaby@bcaa.gov.bs; bonabyandrew@yahoo.com

 Kingsley Nelson, Barbados civilav@sunbeach.net; civilav@caribsurf.com; 

 Gilberto Torres, Belize dcabelize@btl.net; gilberto.torres@civilaviation.gov.bz; 
gilberttorres@yahoo.com, 

 Philip Hollingdale, Canada philip.hollingdale@tc.gc.ca;  

 Victor Krips, Curacao victorkrips@gmail.com;  

 Donald McPhail, ECCAA oecs.dca@candw.ag; contact@eccaa.aero; dmcphail@eccaa.aero; 

 Earl Charles, Grenada earlcharles@spiceisle.com,  

 Bouchard Theramene, Haiti bouchard.theramene@ofnac.gouv.ht; btheramene@hotmail.com; 

 Althea Bartley, Jamaica abartley@jcaa.gov.jm; Althea.Bartley@jcaa.gov.jm; 

 Denzil Jones, Montserrat jonesd@gov.ms; 

 Jos Wilbrink, Netherlands jos.wilbrink@minienm.nl; 

 McClean Hobson, Saint Kitts and Nevis maritimeaffairs@yahoo.com; 

 Eustace Cherry, Saint Lucia eucherry@gosl.gov.lc 

 David Robin, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines svgmarad@gmail.com;  

 Raymond Jacobs, Sint Maarten raymond.jacobs@sintmaartengov.org; 
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 Ted Martin, Trinidad and Tobago tmartin@caa.gov.tt;  

 Mark Nicholas, United Kingdom mark.nicholas@dft.gsi.gov.uk; 

 John J. Daly, Jr., United States j.daly@tsa.dhs.gov; 

 Sara Terry, United States Sara.Terry@tsa.dhs.gov; 

 Bert Williams, United States Bert.williams@dhs.gov; 

 C/ASP msiciliano@icao.int; jthaker@icao.int; icaohq@icao.int; 

 NACC Webmaster webmasternacc@icao.int; 
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Tel.: +1 514-954-8219 ext. 6156 

Ref.: EC6/3-12/70 31 December 2012 
 
Subject: Implementation of Standard 3.10.1 of 
Annex 9 ─ Facilitation  
 
Action required: Provide information on 
expiration of non-machine readable passports
by 31 March 2013,  
 
Sir/Madam, 

I have the honour to draw your attention to Standard 3.10.1 of Annex 9 ─ Facilitation, 
that states: “For passports issued after 24 November 2005 and which are not machine readable, 
Contracting States shall ensure the expiration date falls before 24 November 2015.” 

Standard 3.10.1 was adopted by the Council on 7 March 2005, at the same time it 
adopted Standard 3.10. The latter obliges Contracting States to issue “only Machine Readable Passports 
in accordance with the specifications of Doc 9303, Part 1, no later than 1 April 2010.” During previous 
discussions in the Air Transport Committee on Standard 3.10, concerns had been expressed that the long 
validity periods of some States’ passports might mean that the universal possession of machine readable 
passports (MRPs) would be realized much later than the date provided in the Standard. Standard 3.10.1 
thus was adopted, inter alia, to establish a “sunset” date of 24 November 2015 for the phase-out of non-
machine readable passports. 

Taking into consideration the objective of Standard 3.10.1, I urge your Government to 
invite citizens currently holding non-machine readable passports that are scheduled to expire 
after 24 November 2015 to apply for MRPs. Additionally, ICAO is gathering information on the 
worldwide application of Standard 3.10.1 in order to determine what further action, if any, may be taken 
to promote implementation. Therefore, I would be grateful if you would complete and return the attached 
questionnaire by 31 March 2013.  

  Please accept, Sir/Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration. 
 
 
 
Raymond Benjamin  
Secretary General 

 
 
Enclosure: 
 Questionnaire 
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ATTACHMENT to State letter EC6/3-12/70 

 
QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
 
NAME OF STATE:  
 
Please circle the appropriate response. 
 
1. All non-machine readable passports have expired, or are due to expire,  

before 24 November 2015 ….…………………………………………………. Yes/No  
 
If the answer is “Yes”, please skip to Question 3. 
 
 
2. If the answer to Question 1 is “No”, please respond to the following questions: 
 
2.1 The number of non-machine readable passports in circulation beyond 24 November 2015 will be 

approximately …………………………………………………. 
 
2.2 All non-machine readable passports are due to expire by (date) ……………………………..  
 
 
3. Details and signature of the person completing this form: 
 
 Name: …………………………………………………………………. 

 
Official Title/Position: ………………………………………………… 

  
Mailing address: ………………………………………………………. 

                                         ……………………………………………………….                                          . 

.     ……………………………………………………….    

                                         ……………………………………………………….    

 Telephone number: ……………………………………………………. 
  

E-mail address: ………………………………………………………... 
  

Signature: ……………………………………………………………… 
 
 

Please return completed form by 31 March 2013 to:  

Fax: +1 514-954-6077 or E-mail: icaohq@icao.int 

 
 

─END─ 
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