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Objectives 
- Identify the need for aerodrome 

certification. 
- Discuss ICAO and U.S. guidance 

associated with aerodrome certification. 
- Determine the requirements of a 

aerodrome certification programme. 
- Review the process of aerodrome 

certification. 
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Why certificate aerodromes? 
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Why Aerodrome Certification? 

– Ownership and management of aerodromes 
differs throughout the world. 

– Standardization of procedures and technical 
aerodrome elements is critical. 

– Certification facilitates standardization. 
– Certification and standardization enhance 

safety. 
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ICAO Documents Regarding 
Aerodrome Certification 
̵ Annex 14, Volume I, Aerodrome Design and 

Operations 
 

- ICAO Document 9774, Manual on Certification of 
Aerodromes 
 

- ICAO Document 9859, Safety Management Manual 
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Convention: Article 15 
• Requires that all 

aerodromes open to 
public use, under the 
jurisdiction of the 
country, provide access 
and uniform conditions 
for aircraft of all other 
contracting states. 
 

• How do you do that? 
• Through the 

Aerodrome 
Certification 
process! 



Federal Aviation 
Administration 10 Issuing & Maintaining Aerodrome Certification 

Annex 14 Requirements 

•Applicable 2001, effective, 27NOV03, Annex 14, 1.4.1 
•“States shall certify aerodromes used for international 
operations in accordance with the specifications contained 
in this annex as well as other relevant ICAO specifications 
through an appropriate regulatory framework.” 
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Annex 14, Volume I  
• Certification of Aerodromes: 
   Applicable since 2001 for aerodromes open to 

public use; 
   Requirements for certification of aerodromes used 

for international operations; 
   Submission of an aerodrome manual and safety 

management systems (SMS) 
   Certification criteria; basis for;  

 Aerodrome operational safety, adequacy of facilities and services 
assurance; 

 Adequately trained aerodrome inspectors. 
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As part of the certification process, States shall ensure that an 
aerodrome manual which will include all pertinent information on 
the aerodrome site, facilities, services, equipment, operating 
procedures, organization and management including a SMS, is 
submitted… 
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Aerodrome Certification:  Initial 
Requirements 

• Promulgation of basic aviation law 
• Establish a State entity responsible for aviation 

(normally the CAA), having the authority to ensure 
compliance with established regulations 

- Adopt aerodrome certification requirements and 
regulations regarding such actions. 

- Develop and promulgate CAA regulations. 
- Certification requirements.  
- Procedures, criteria and technical specifications. 
- Guidance material 
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Aerodrome Certification Requirements: 
Continued 

– Develop CAA sub-element (Directorate of Aerodrome Standards and 
Safety, DASS) charged with responsibility for: 

• Evaluating DASS staffing requirements. 
• Developing technical tools for DASS staff (procedural guidance) 
• Aerodrome certification 

– Processing and evaluating LOIs 
– Evaluating and approving aerodrome manuals 

• Monitoring 
– Examining and evaluating any risk analysis submitted 
– Reviewing aerodrome SMS programmes. 

• Compliance. 
– Dealing with exemption requests 
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Aerodrome Certification 
Requirements: Continued 
- Establish procedures for: 

- Application for grant of a certificate. 
- Assessment of aerodrome application 
- Granting and issuance of certificate 
- Duration of certificate 
- Exemption procedures 
- Transfer and amendment of certificate 
- Obligations under the certificate 
- Cancellation or surrender of the certificate 
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Application: Examples 
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Regulator’s Responsibilities 

• Responsibility for safety and order at all aerodromes 
open for public use rests with each state. 

• However, certification may not be applied at all 
aerodromes under it’s jurisdiction…each state 
decides at which aerodromes certification 
requirements apply. 

• When determining certification 
requirements…remember, Annex 14 says that all 
aerodromes used for international operations shall be 
certified. 
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Regulators Duties and 
Responsibilities 

• Initial inspection by the regulatory authority 
• Periodic inspections by the regulatory authority 
• Aerodrome Manual 
• Aerodrome compliance with standards and 

practices 
• Competence and training of aerodrome staff 
• Aerodrome operation and maintenance 
• Aerodrome Safety Management System 
• Notification and reporting 
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Issuing Certificates ICAO 

ICAO Doc 9774, Manual on Certification of Aerodromes 
 

3B.3.2 Before granting an aerodrome certificate, the CAA 
must be satisfied that: 
 

•  c) the aerodrome facilities, services and equipment are in   
  accordance with the standards and practices specified by    
  the State; 
•  d) the aerodrome operating procedures make satisfactory 
    provision for the safety of aircraft; and 
•  e) an acceptable safety management system is in place 
   at the aerodrome. 
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CAA Approval Letter: Example 



Federal Aviation 
Administration 22 Issuing & Maintaining Aerodrome Certification 

Issuing Certificates ICAO 

ICAO Doc 9774, Manual on Certification of Aerodromes 
 

3B.5 Duration of an aerodrome certificate 
 

• An aerodrome certificate shall remain in force until it is  
 suspended or cancelled or, alternatively, an aerodrome 
 certificate shall be valid for ........ years or until it is 
 suspended or cancelled, whichever is earlier. 
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Issuing Certificates ICAO 

ICAO Doc 9774, Manual on Certification of Aerodromes 
 

3B.4 Endorsement of conditions on an aerodrome certificate 
 

• After successful completion of the processing of the  
 application and the inspection of the aerodrome, the CAA,  
 when granting the aerodrome certificate, will endorse the 
 conditions for the type of use of the aerodrome and other 
 details as shown in Appendix 4. 
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Issuing Certificates ICAO 

ICAO Doc 9774, Manual on Certification of Aerodromes 
 

3B.6 Surrender of an aerodrome certificate 
 

• 3B.6.1 An aerodrome certificate holder must give the CAA 
 not less than ........ days’ written notice of the date on  
 which the certificate is to be surrendered in order that 
 suitable promulgation action can be taken. 
• 3B.6.2 The CAA will cancel the certificate on the date 
 specified in the notice. 
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Issuing Certificates ICAO 

ICAO Doc 9774, Manual on Certification of Aerodromes 
 

3B.8 Interim aerodrome certificate 
 

• 3B.8.1 The CAA may issue an interim aerodrome certificate 
 to the applicant referred to in regulation 3B.2 or the 
 proposed transferee of an aerodrome certificate referred to 
 In regulation 3B.7.1 authorizing the applicant or transferee 
 to operate an aerodrome if the CAA is satisfied that: 
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Issuing Certificates ICAO 

ICAO Doc 9774, Manual on Certification of Aerodromes 
 

3B.8 Interim aerodrome certificate 
 

• 3B.8.1 a) an aerodrome certificate in respect of the 
 aerodrome will be issued to the applicant or transferred to 
 the transferee as soon as the application procedure for 
  the grant or transfer of an aerodrome certificate has been 
 completed; and 
•  b) the grant of the interim certificate is in the public 
  interest and is not detrimental to aviation safety. 
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Issuing Certificates ICAO 

ICAO Doc 9774, Manual on Certification of Aerodromes 
 

3B.9 Amendment of an aerodrome certificate 
 

The CAA may, provided that the requirements of regulations 
3B.3.2, 3C.5, and 3C.6 have been met, amend an 
aerodrome certificate when:  
• a) there is a change in the ownership or management of 
 the aerodrome; 
•b) there is a change in the use or operation of the  
 aerodrome; 
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Issuing Certificates ICAO 

ICAO Doc 9774, Manual on Certification of Aerodromes 
 

3B.9 Amendment of an aerodrome certificate 
 

The CAA may, provided that the requirements of regulations 
3B.3.2, 3C.5, and 3C.6 have been met, amend an 
aerodrome certificate when: 
  

• c) there is a change in the boundaries of the aerodrome; or 
• d) the holder of the aerodrome certificate requests an 
 amendment. 
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Issuing Certificates U.S. 
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Issuing Certificates U.S. 

The basis for US airport certification is: 
 

•  Federal Aviation Act of 1958  
•  Airport Certification Program established 1973 
•  14 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) part 139 
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Issuing Certificates U.S. 

FAA Order 5280.5C:  

Is the handbook for Airport Certification Safety Inspectors  
(ACSI) in conjunction with 14 CFR part 139 and is used: 

 

•  To assist ACSIs as they direct airports to establish and maintain 
 programs for enhancing and improving airport safety for the benefit of 
 the community;  
•  To provide accurate guidance to ACSIs administering the program; and  
•  To ensure standardized application of program procedures and 
 practices among the regional offices.  
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Issuing Certificates U.S. 

Section 139.1, Applicability 
 

The certification requirement is applicable to all airports in 
every State of the United States, the District of Columbia, 
and any territory or possession of the United States at 
which passenger operations of the following types occur: 
  

•   (1). Scheduled operations by small aircraft designed for  10 to 30
 seats (except for the State of Alaska).  
•    (2). Scheduled operations by large aircraft designed for 31 or  
 more seats.  
•    (3). Unscheduled operations by large aircraft designed for 31 or 
 more seats  
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Issuing Certificates U.S. 

139.101 General Requirements.  
 

The airport operator of an airport identified in Section 
139.1 must—  
•  a. Obtain an Airport Operating Certificate (AOC) 
 appropriate to the level of service provided at the airport 
 and  
•  b. Comply with the applicable requirements of Part 139, 
 the AOC, and the Airport Certification Manual (ACM).  
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Issuing Certificates U.S. 

139.103   Application for certificate. 
 

Each applicant for an Airport Operating Certificate must— 
 

• (a) Prepare and submit an application, in a form and in 
the manner prescribed by the Administrator, to the 
Regional Airports Division Manager. 

• (b) Submit with the application, two copies of an Airport 
Certification Manual prepared in accordance with 
subpart C of this part. 
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Issuing Certificates U.S. 

139.105   Inspection authority. 
 

 Each applicant for, or holder of, an Airport 
Operating Certificate must allow the 
Administrator to make any inspections, including 
unannounced inspections, or tests to determine 
compliance with 49 U.S.C. 44706 and the 
requirements of this part. 
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Issuing Certificates U.S. 

139.107   Issuance of certificate. 
 

•  An applicant for an Airport Operating Certificate is 
 entitled to a certificate if— 
•  (a) The applicant provides written documentation that 
 air carrier service will begin on a date certain. 
•  (b) The applicant meets the provisions of §139.103. 
•  (c) The Administrator, after investigation, finds the 
 applicant is properly and adequately equipped and able 
 to provide a safe airport operating environment in 
 accordance with— 
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Issuing Certificates U.S. 

139.107   Issuance of certificate (Con’t.) 
 
An applicant for an Airport Operating Certificate is entitled 
to a certificate if—  
•  (1) Any limitation that the Administrator finds necessary 
 to ensure safety in air transportation. 
•  (2) The requirements of the Airport Certification Manual, 
 as specified under §139.203. 
•  (3) Any other provisions of this part that the 
 Administrator finds necessary to ensure safety in air 
 transportation. 
•  (d) The Administrator approves the Airport Certification 
 Manual. 
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Issuing Certificates U.S. 

139.109   Duration of certificate. 
 

An Airport Operating Certificate issued under this 
part is effective until the certificate holder 
surrenders it or the certificate is suspended or 
revoked by the Administrator. 
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Questions? 
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