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COVID-19 pandemic - Epidemiological situation
As of 27 October 2020 at 10.00 CEST

Confirmed cases ~43,3 mln (~20 mln in Americas, 45.5%)

Deaths ~1,2 mln (~625k in Americas, 54%)



COVID-19 pandemic
Lights and shadows of the national responses

• Leadership at the highest possible institutional level

- Governance by health sector vs Facilitation by other sectors 

• Rapid and complex decision making amid acute and dynamic uncertainties

- Lockdowns and closure of borders

• Sustained activation of whole-of-government and whole-of-society response

- Over time, magnification of geopolitical and internal political tensions 

• Rapid mobilization of national resources (financial and human) 

• Response coordination mechanisms overcoming any model anticipated in 
existing, documented arrangements

• Reactive, adaptive, and innovative actions, conducted over a short period

- Potential to drive and shape a sustainable transformations



Based on:

• Case detection, testing, isolation 
of cases

• Contact tracing and quarantine of 
contacts

• Personal protection and hygiene

• Environmental hygiene

• Social/physical distancing

The “foreseeable” future:
Perfecting the “new normal”

Striving to: 

• Overcome social fatigue

• Reactivate the economy

• Apply public health measures 
in an increasingly targeted 
manner

• There is no  
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✓Risk assessment driven approach

- Risk of international spread cannot be 
eliminated

✓Use of medical surgical masks

✓Visual screening at airports

✓Health monitoring of incoming travellers
for 14 days

No quarantine of travellers

No testing of travellers as condition to…

No other practices generating false sense 
of security

Resuming non-essential international air traffic
PAHO’s advice



Thank you


