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Aeronautical Messaging System 
(AFTN / AMHS)

● Validation of messages
– Should allow messages not specified in ICAO Doc 

4444 (e. g. MOD)

– ICDs usually more restrictive than Doc. 4444, so 
messages with same indicators should pass (CPL, 
CHG).
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Aeronautical Messaging System 
(AFTN / AMHS)

● Carriage return case
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Aeronautical Messaging System 
(AFTN / AMHS)

● Communication channel
– Messaging system more critical now

– More need for stability, availability

– Contingency measures
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Structure of the ATC System 
Database

● Coherence in data between FIRs
– Aircraft Wake Turbulence

– Aircraft Type

– Airports
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Other aspects
● Test system
● Address for operational system vs address for Area 

Control
● Configuration management/control
● Fallback procedures
● System limits.  Can be negotiated and changed.
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Other aspects – System Limits
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Maintenance and upgrade 
procedures.

● “Patch Tuesdays”
– After implementation and as an ongoing task there will 

be many updates

– Establish a regular process for updating static data in 
the system
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Maintenance and upgrade 
procedures.

● Coordination between FIRs for AIDC and 
AMHS
– Maintenance activities for any system that affects AIDC 

must be coordinated with adjacent

– Requirements established in LOA
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Maintenance and upgrade 
procedures.

● Close coordination with ATM/AIM for 
route/procedure changes
– Maintenance personnel should be in the loop regarding 

changes in the airspace that impact the database, for 
timely updates

– Take into account effective dates of changes
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