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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This paper presents information on network connectivity between the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), South America Red Digital (REDDIG) MPLS network and Eastern
Caribbean Network.

Action: Suggested actions are presented in Section 3.
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1. Introduction
1.1 This paper shares information on a secondary connection between the FAA and the

ECAR network for AMHS traffic.
2. Discussion

2.1 At present, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) maintains a connection between
the Atlanta NEMC and the ECAR network via a point of presence located in San Juan, PR. In 2020, a
connection to the REDDIG network from our Network Enterprise Management Center (NEMC) located in
Atlanta and Salt Lake City was implemented. The newly proposed connection will create a secondary
path between Atlanta and Piarco using the REDDIG network and will represent a significant
improvement in network redundancy and reliability.
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2.2 The FAA and the EAR networks will maintain a primary connection using the existing
circuit between Atlanta and Piarco via San Juan. Network Edge devices at Atlanta and Piarco will enable
SLA services to verify primary path availability. If the primary path becomes unavailable, its route will be
removed and the REDDIG route will become the active path. Edge devices will continue to monitor the
primary path and switch automatically path when the circuit becomes available.
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2.3 This additional path should provide enhanced availability of AMHS service between

Atlanta and Piarco that have been susceptible to undersea cable breaks and other interruptions.
3. Suggested actions
3.1 The meeting is invited to:

a) Take note of the information provided in this working paper; and

b) support any necessary activities during implementation of this connection.
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