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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Dominican Republic presents this Information Paper to inform about the Air SAR 
Coordination Protocol signed between the Dominican Institute of Civil Aviation (IDAC), 
the Dominican Republic Navy (ARD), the Dominican Republic Air Force (FARD) and the 
Naval Auxiliaries Dominicans (AND). 
Strategic 
Objectives: 

• Safety 
• Air Navigation Capacity and Efficiency 

References: • Annex 12 – Search and Rescue 
• International Aeronautical and Maritime Search and Rescue 

Manual (IAMSAR Manual Doc. 9731) 
 
 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 Annex 12, in Chapter 3- Cooperation, establishes that the Contracting States will 
coordinate their Search and Rescue (SAR) Organizations with those of the Neighboring States, subject to 
the conditions prescribed by their own authorities. Regional and Local Cooperation should be encouraged 
by the States for an effective SAR System. 
 
1.2  The International Aeronautical and Maritime Search and Rescue Manual (IAMSAR Manual 
Doc. 9731), emphasizes that States should sign Mutual Cooperation Agreements, both at the Regional and 
Local levels, in order to strengthen their National SAR System, and thus be able to provide safer, faster, 
and more efficient SAR Services, which would save the greatest number of human lives, the latter being 
the primary objective of the Services. 
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1.3  Aeronautical activities represent a vital value for the success and development of tourism 
in the Dominican Republic, and, consequently, of economic activities that contribute to the sustainability 
of macroeconomic stability, positively impacting the National Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 
 
2. Dominican Republic SAR Coordination Protocol 
 
2.1 The Dominican Institute of Civil Aviation (IDAC) promoted the signing of the SAR 
Coordination Protocol subscribed between IDAC, Dominican Republic Navy (ARD), Dominican Republic Air 
Force (FARD) and the Dominican Auxiliary Navy (AND), considering that the preparation, approval, 
compliance and effective implementation of the aforementioned PROTOCOL will contribute to the safe, 
timely, efficient and effective management of resources in situations that merit the activation of Search 
and Rescue mechanisms in Santo Domingo FIR (MDCS); This is framed within the scope of regulatory 
compliance with the commitments made by the Dominican Republic with the International Community. 
 
2.2  This protocol will be coordinated by the SAR Coordination Division (RCC Santo Domingo) 
of IDAC and executed by the Directorate of Naval Operations (M-3) ARD, the Directorate of Operations 
(A-3), FARD, and the Directorate of the Air Wing of the AND, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Dominican Aeronautical Regulation, the SAR Manuals and Annexes of International Agencies such as: the 
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and the International Maritime Organization (IMO), of 
which the Dominican Republic is a signatory. 
 
2.3  This document will be attached to the Aeronautical and Maritime SAR Plan (PELICANO 
Plan) for the Santo Domingo FIR/SRR, and will be executed under the Joint-Interagency operations 
scheme, with the participation of the Private Sector, represented by the AND, who will contribute 16 
aircraft and more than 350 vessels with qualified personnel trained by the US Coast Guard. 
 
2.4  The content of said Protocol is at Appendix (available in Spanish only) to this Information 
Paper. 
 
2.5 The Meeting is invited to take note of the information presented in this Information Paper 
and to encourage other States to do the same. 
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