


Airspace Optimization CAR Region

• Working Collaboratively
• Two Pronged Attack
• Moving to Free Route Airspace
• Results

 North American, Central American and Caribbean Working Group (NACC/WG) 
Air Space Optimization Task Force

SAFETY EFFICIENCY ENVIRONMENTALLY - FRIENDLY



Working Collaboratively  - CIIFRAStates
CANSO
 IATA
 ICAO

CADENA IATA ICAO Free Route Airspace

Airspace Optimization CAR Region
North American, Central American and Caribbean Working Group (NACC/WG) 

Air space Optimization Task Force



Two Pronged Attack

End to End route Optimization
User Preferred Route/Free Route 

Airspace

Airspace Optimization CAR Region
North American, Central American and Caribbean Working Group (NACC/WG) 

Air Space Optimization Task Force



Move to Free 
Route Airspace
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Results Track 1
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RULE of 20
CIIFRA has agreed that 20 optimized point to point 

routes will be the maximum carried forward.
Once routes are published, that makes space for 

additional routes to be added.
Letter sent out to NACC states.
state papers



9

CANSO IATA ICAO Free Route Airspace (CIIFRA)
Track 2 
CIIFRA initiative created for Regional FRA
Airlines select a city pair route for UPR trials and ANSPs 

do their best to accommodate
Small steps

 Step 0: one northbound and one southbound legs
 Step 1: one round trip
 Step 2: three consecutive round trips
 Step 3: seven consecutive round trips
 Step 4: 30 consecutive round trips

(initiated on July 15, 2022)
 Step 5: 90 consecutive round trips
 Goal: continued use of CIIFRA UPR  

Baseline vs UPR
Savings 12 Day 1 Year

Flight min: 116 3,528
Fuel (lb): 12,479 379,570
CO2 (kg): 17,887 544,057
Cost ($): 15,325 466,138

KATL-SPJC-KATL
DAL151/DAL150

Estimation of 1-year savings based on 12 days 
of data obtained from Steps 0, 1, 2, and 3



Results Track 2
North American, Central American and Caribbean Working Group (NACC/WG) 

Air Space Optimization Task Force

July 22 – 28
7 days       35 minutes saved

7,700 lbs fuel



Traffic between US and top 10 airports in Latin America up 2.3% 
Jan 1-July 23 2019 vs 2022



Harmonized 
SeparationAirspace Optimization 

Task force

Airspace 
Restructuring

PBN

CIIFRA
(CANSO IATA 

ICAO FRA)



Airspace Optimization 

Harmonized Separation Standards Airspace Restructuring

Performance Based Navigation Free Route Airspace
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