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AGENDA
• FAA Order 7050.1- Runway Safety Program
• Runway Safety Action Team (RSAT)
• Runway Safety Action Plan (RSAP)
• Rethink/Review RWY/Safety
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FAA Order 7050.1
Runway Safety Program

This order prescribes the FAA 
Runway Safety Program.
This directive establishes policy,
assigns responsibility,
and delegates authority for
ensuring compliance with this order
within each organization.

What does this mean for the Office of Airports?
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FAA Order 7050.1
ARP Roles & Responsibilities

• Support Runway Safety in identifying and reducing safety 
event risks, strategies, and initiatives.

• Support the Regional Runway Safety Program Managers 
(RRSPM).

– https://www.faa.gov/airports/runway_safety/contact

• Designate staff to be part of the Regional Runway Safety 
Team (RRST).

• Participate in the Regional Runway Safety Governance 
Councils, as applicable.

https://www.faa.gov/airports/runway_safety/contact
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FAA Order 7050.1
ARP Roles & Responsibilities cont'd

• Local Runway Safety Action Team (RSAT) 
meeting coordination or participation.

• Provide active representation for Special 
Focus Runway Safety Action Team (RSAT) 
meetings.
– Regional and/or HQ SMEs may need engagement

• Oversee and facilitate completion of ARP 
action items during RSATs and identified in 
the Runway Safety Action Plan (RSAP).
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Runway Safety Action Team (RSAT)

• Local RSAT
• Regional RSAT
• Special Focus RSAT

– RSO and ARP identified a specific issue
• Wrong Surface Events
• High Runway Incursion incidents
• Other?

– ARP role is similar as 'regular' RSATs
– AAS-100 and/or AAS-300 engagement
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Scheduling & Notification

• Local RSAT meetings once per fiscal year.
• Regional & SFRSATs scheduled ad hoc.
• Meeting invites must be issued to ARP 30 

days in advance of the scheduled RSAT.
– Regional & District office level
– Other invites include:

• Airport
• Airport Tenants & stakeholders
• Other FAA LOBs
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What is covered during RSATs?
(1) Runway incursions and excursions since the last RSAT meeting, including any mitigations implemented as a 
result.
(2) Open action items from past RSAPs, and any actions completed since the last RSAT meeting.
(3) Planned airport construction.
(4) Best practices in use by the airport or tower.
(5) Procedures and training for vehicle operator access to the movement area, including snow removal procedures 
(if applicable).
(6) Any letters of agreement or published notices related to surface operations.
(7) Surface safety issues reported to the ATCT or airport within the past year.
(8) Any persistent weather conditions that could affect surface safety. This must include areas where lack of 
adequate drainage may cause markings to be obscured, and sun conditions that may compromise visibility by 
pilots.
(9) Movement controls for vehicle drivers involved in wildlife mitigation.
(10) The published airport hotspots, including whether additions or deletions of hotspots might be appropriate.
(11) Any user concerns dealing with aircraft, pedestrian, or vehicle operations on the airport surface.
(12) Air Shows, Civil Fly-Ins, Parachute Operations, and other special events.
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RSAT Presentation Template
• A generic template created for use at 

RSATs.
• Template coordinated with AAS-100 and 

AAS-300
– 2023 – first year for this

• The facility (Air Traffic) or local runway 
safety representatives are responsible for 
updating the template for local conditions.

• Specific information pertaining to ARP 
standards need coordination for accuracy.
– RSA Dimensions
– RIM Projects
– Other Safety –related Construction (HIP?)
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Runway Safety Action Plan 
(RSAP)

• Each airport with ATCT (including FCTs) must develop & maintain a 
documented Runway Safety Action Plan (RSAP).

• The party responsible for conduct of the RSAT meeting develops the 
RSAP.

• RSAT must be convened to update the RSAP.
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Runway Safety Action Plan (RSAP)

• RSAPs must include:
– List of Participants.
– Runway safety concerns, 

issues, or problems at the 
airport (existing as well as 
prospective ones).

– Best Practices
– Special Action Items
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RSAP – Special Action Items

• Action items are airport specific and linked to a runway safety 
concern, issue, or problem at the airport.

• Consensus is desirable for assignment of an action item
– At a minimum, the organization responsible for accomplishing the action must agree to 

accept the action.
• Common ARP Action Items Address:

– Hot Spots
– RIM Locations
– Safety-related problematic geometry, signage/lighting/marking
– Wildlife
– Training/operational procedures
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Action Items Examples
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RSAP Coordination – From 7050.1

• The airport operator and FAA lines of business (ARP, Flight 
Standards, and Runway Safety) must be coordinated on 
RSAPs, at a minimum, and any organization assigned an 
action item.

• Any organization assigned an action item must agree to 
accept that item and provide a target completion date.

• An absence of a response within the requested review 
timeframe (typically 30 days) is considered concurrence 
with the draft RSAP.
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RSAP Distribution

• The RRSPM forwards accepted RSAPs to the RSAT, and the 
following:
– Manager, Runway Safety Group
– Area Director, Terminal Operations
– Regional Administrator
– Flight Standards and ARP Division Managers
– Airport Manager or Director
– ATCT Manager & Terminal Operations District Manager
– Members of the RRST
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RSAP Tracking

• From the Order, ARP and Flight Standards shall oversee 
and facilitate completion of action items accepted by 
organizations or entities under its regulatory authority.
– Must assist Runway Safety in securing action item status when 

requested by the RRSPM.
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Wrap Up

• ARP engagement and relationship with Runway Safety is 
critical.
– Ensures standards are correctly represented and safety enhancements, 

though standards adoption, are promoted.
• ARP helps facilitate discussion at RSAT meetings on RSA 

standards, construction, Hot Spots, RIM Locations, and 
problematic geometry.

• ARP has a role in accepting, tracking, and completing 
actions identified during RSATs.
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Rethink/Review Runway Safety
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Rethink/Review Runway Safety

• Safety Culture & Runway Safety

• Safety Risk Management for Runway Safety

• Runway Safety Statistics in the United States

• Areas of Focus

• Airport Geometry & Runway Safety & RIM

• Runway Safety Action Team (RSAT)

• FAA FAAST Team

• FAA Safety Promotion & Publications
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Runway Safety Requires a Strong Safety Culture

• Safety Culture is the shared values, 
attitudes, beliefs and behaviors of 
an organization.

• Safety culture requires open honest 
communication and exchange of 
information without fear of reprisals.

• Safety culture requires regular 
reviews of policies and procedures 
and implementation changes as 
required.
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Safety Risk Management

Objective:  Continually monitor the level of surface risk in the 
National Airspace System (NAS) and assess the need for new 
and/or revised mitigations.

• Surface Safety Group (SSG)

• Runway Safety Action Team (RSAT) 

• Regional Runway Safety Plans (RRSP)
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AIRPORT CONSTRUCTION 
NOTICE DIAGRAMS
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Wildlife Hazard Management

• Ensuring airport has a strong wildlife 
hazard management program.

• Immediate action to alleviate wildlife 
hazard on and in the vicinity of the 
airport.

• Review Plan regularly and after 
significant strike events.

• Encourage reporting and identification 
of wildlife.
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RUNWAY INCURSION MITIGATION (RIM) PROGRAM 

• RIM is a data-driven program identifying runway/taxiway 
intersections with increased risks of Runway Incursions (RIs). 

• The RIM program uses: 

• Runway Incursion data

• GIS geo-referencing

• Risk-based Decision Making 

• Locations Determined by:
• 3 or more RIs in a Calendar Year
• Avg. of 1+ RIs/year over prev. 10 years
• Validation of locations, RIs, & geometry
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RUNWAY INCURSION MITIGATION (RIM) PROGRAM 

•RIM focuses on airport improvement Mitigation Strategies 

• Airport Geometry Improvements – Airport Design Standards
• Airport Visual Aids Improvements

• Signing
• Pavement Marking
• Lighting

• Procedure Revisions
• Technology
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RUNWAY INCURSION MITIGATION (RIM) PROGRAM 

RIM Statistics
• 522 towered airports 
• 16000+ RIs analyzed
• 126 RIM locations - current inventory
• 80 airports w/ at least 1 RIM location
• 109 RIM locations associated w/ new project

• 18 currently in construction
• FY23 – completed mitigations at 3 locations
• 91 RIM mitigations complete

• Mitigations reduce RIs an average of 78%
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BEFORE AND AFTER 

RUNWAY INCURSION MITIGATION (RIM) PROGRAM 
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Depicting Hot Spots on Airport Diagrams

•Current State: Variety of shapes

•Future State: Circular shapes (Effective May 2022)
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Hot Spots

Definition: Location on an airport 
movement area with a history or 
potential risk of collision or runway 
incursion, and where heightened 
attention by pilots and drivers is 
necessary

Common Causes: Airport layout, traffic 
flow, airport marking, signage and 
lighting, situational awareness, training
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THANK YOU

Kelvin Ampofo

Branch Manager, Airport Safety & Ops

FAA Office of Airports

FAA National HQ – Washington DC

Kelvin.k.ampofo@faa.gov
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