
Safety at the accident site

Investigators gu
id

ance elaboration



General
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• A guidance does not replace a training, but 
supplement it

• The guidance must be fully customized to 
the concerned State

• Address national conditions
• (But do not forget that investigators may 

travel)



Objectives of the guidance
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• Provides for the organization at accident 
site to ensure safety,

• Address the hazards that may be 
encountered in the various situation

• Describe the equipment available for the
investigators, the type of protection they
give and how to use them

• Provide for the safe conduct of participants 
at accident site



CONTENT OF THE GUIDANCE 
ON INVESTIGATORS SAFETY AT THE

ACCIDENT SITE
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Preparation
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• Inoculations
• Training : initial and recurrent
• Availability of equipment
• Equipment renewal capabilities (suppliers, 

delays, …)
• Investigators training
• Site safety coordinator training



Organization :
Site Safety coordinator
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• The site safety coordinator :
– Is a specially trained person;
– Is formally nominated;
– Has authority to rule investigators activities on

site to ensure safety



Site Safety coordinator
responsibilities
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• Assess the accident site, of existing or potential 
hazards

• Ensure the establishment of a safety perimeter, and the 
implementation of immediate safety measures before the 
arrival of the investigators (removal of dangerous goods or pressurized
containers for example)

• Coordinate with other « Safety related » 
authorities/organizations acting on site

• Coordinate with investigation groups team leaders as 
applicable



Site Safety coordinator
responsibilities
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• Brief the participants to the investigation;
• Monitor the participation of « external » participants

(experts, accredited representatives, advisors, …); in particular, check if 
their equipment (and their use) is appropriate)

• Ensure that investigators have proper protection 
equipment and use them correctly

• Monitor the activities on the site from a safety point of 
view

• Monitor the removal of wreckage, their transport and 
storing, as applicable

• At the end, debrief and derive safety lessons



Equipment
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• Address the AIA equipment :
– reference of each equipment
– Characteristics
– Type of protection provided
– How to use it (does not replace practical training)

– Precaution for use
– After use disposal or reconditioning (as applicable)



Equipment
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• Describe equipment you may get from 
“neighbouring” organizations ( army, police,
…)with whom you have agreements

• No real need to describe equipment from 
other foreign organizations : if they provide 
you with, they will explain



Investigators Manual example 1
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Investigators Manual example 2
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Investigators Manual example 2
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Internal rules
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• Duty time limitations (specially with 
biohazard suits)

• Conditions requiring the use of protective 
equipment

• Functions and duties of the safety 
coordinator

• etc,.



Post investigation aspects
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• Medical follow up
• Psychological follow up



QUESTIONS ?
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Thank You
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