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Foundational Framework
12 Sustainability Principles and Criteria

Principle 6
Local Food     

Security

Principle 5
Rural & Social 
Development

Principle 4
Human & Labour 

Rights

Principle 3
Greenhouse Gas 

Emissions

Principle 2
Planning, 

Monitoring & 
Continuous 

Improvement

Principle 1
Legality

Principle 7
Conservation

Principle 8
Soil

Principle 9
Water

Principle 10
Air Quality

Principle 11
Use of Technology 

Inputs & 
Management of 

Waste

Principle 12
Land Rights

ABOUT THE RSB

What we do

RSB’s Vision

By 2050, industries across the globe 
have sustainably transitioned from 

being fossil-based to being bio-based 
& circular and having positive 

environmental and social impact.

CONVENING
Advancing innovation

IMPLEMENTATION
Guiding sustainability implementation

CERTIFICATION
Ensuring scale-up of positive Impacts



RSB member platforms 
relevant to SAF
• SAF Policy Platform
• PtX working group
• Airports Platform



SAF Sustainability
Why it is important



SAF SUSTAINABILITY

Why is it important?

Business / 
Brand Image 

risks

Market access

Social & 
Environment 

Risks

KEY SUSTAINABILITY RISKS
IN SAF VALUE CHAINS

• Sustainable feedstock availability
• Direct / Indirect Land Use Change
• GHG Emissions
• Labour / Human rights
• Food security
• Traceability



SAF SUSTAINABILITY

Key sustainability risks: Social / Food security



SAF SUSTAINABILITY

Key sustainability risks: Social / Food security



SAF SUSTAINABILITY

Policy targets and incentives



SAF SUSTAINABILITY

Airline demand



SAF SUSTAINABILITY

Growing business demand

“Over 33% of the price premium 
associated with the global SAF volume 
target in 2025 will be covered by 
corporate demand alone.”

World Economic Forum's Clean Skies for Tomorrow 
research, unpublished



SAF Sustainability
RSB certification



RSB CERTIFICATION

RSB CORSIA timeline

Feb
2020

RSB 
CORSIA 
Standard 
drafted

Nov
2019

ICAO publishes 
CORSIA 

eligibility rules

Oct
2016

ICAO 
Roundtable 

discussion on 
sustainability 
certification

Apr
2016

RSB Standard 
Director joins 

ICAO’s Alternative 
Fuel Task Force

Mar
2020

Stakeholder 
consultation 
among RSB 

members

Apr
2020

RSB CORSIA 
standard 

submitted to 
ICAO

March
2021

First
RSB CORSIA 
certification

ICAO Council’s 
formal recognition 
of RSB and ISCC 
standards for the 

certification of 
CORSIA eligible 

SAF

Dec
2020

June
2022

First
RSB CORSIA 
certified SAF

ICAO Council 
approval of 
full set of 

sustainability 
criteria

Nov
2021



RSB CERTIFICATION

RSB Sustainability Framework

>50%
GHG Emission

reductions

Recognised by:



RSB CERTIFICATION

Who needs to be certified

The entire supply chain must be certified for the final product to carry a sustainability claim (i.e., RSB CORSIA certified claim)

Final userDistribution

Traders

Refinery

Industrial
operators

Collection

First
collectors

Crops

Wastes

Biomass producer or
Points of origin

Feedstock-
specific 
requirements
only



RSB CERTIFICATION

Who needs to be certified

A mix of CORSIA-recognized sustainability certifications is allowed along the value chain for a CORSIA-eligible SAF 

Final userDistribution

Traders

Refinery

Industrial
operators

Collection

First
collectors

Crops

Wastes

Biomass producer or
Points of origin

Feedstock-
specific 
requirements
only



SAF Sustainability
SAF opportunities in Africa



SAF SUSTAINABILITY

Snapshot of RSB Landscape Level Programmes

Regional 
Compliance 
Indicators 

National and 
regional feedstock 

assessments

Integrating 
Sustainability into 

Global and National 
Aviation Policy

National and 
Regional SAF 

Roadmap 
Processes

Regional Techno-
Economic 

Assessment 
Tools



SAF OPPORTUNITIES IN AFRICA

Feedstock assessment: Sub-Saharan Africa technical potential



SAF OPPORTUNITIES IN AFRICA

Sugarcane in South Africa



SAF OPPORTUNITIES IN AFRICA

Sasol SAF project



SAF OPPORTUNITIES IN AFRICA

Ethiopian SAF Roadmap





Thank you / Questions
Arianna Baldo
Programme Director // Aviation Sector Lead
arianna.baldo@rsb.org

www.rsb.org

mailto:arianna.baldo@rsb.org

