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Three primary GADSS functions for ATS and SAR 
1. Aircraft tracking – aircraft operator 

requirement since 2018

2. Autonomous Distress Tracking (ADT) – new-
built aircraft equipage 1 January 2023

3. Post flight localization and recovery

2024



Annex 6 — Operation of Aircraft, Part I — International Commercial Air Transport —

Aeroplanes
3.5 AIRCRAFT TRACKING

3.5.1 The operator shall establish an aircraft tracking capability to track aeroplanes throughout its area of operations. 

Note.— Guidance on aircraft tracking capabilities is contained in the Aircraft Tracking Implementation Guidelines (Cir 347).

3.5.2 Recommendation.— The operator should track the position of an aeroplane through automated reporting at least every 15 

minutes for the portion(s) of the in-flight operation(s) under the following conditions:

a) the aeroplane has a maximum certificated take-off mass of over 27 000 kg and a seating capacity greater than 19; and

b) where an ATS unit obtains aeroplane position information at greater than 15 minute intervals.

Note.— See Annex 11, Chapter 2, for coordination between the operator and air traffic services providers regarding position report 

messages.

3.5.3 The operator shall track the position of an aeroplane through automated reporting at least every 15 minutes for the portion(s) 

of the in-flight operation(s) that is planned in an oceanic area(s) under the following conditions:

a) the aeroplane has a maximum certificated take-off mass of over 45 500 kg and a seating capacity greater than 19; and

b) where an ATS unit obtains aeroplane position information at greater than 15 minute intervals.

Note 1.— Oceanic area, for the purpose of aircraft tracking, is the airspace which overlies waters outside the territory of a State. 
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ADT: Annex 6 — Operation of Aircraft,

Part I — International Commercial Air

Transport — Aeroplanes

• Requirements – outlined later

–On large commercial aircraft; few aircraft at first but ADT device 
and software are new  

• Provides the requirement but not how to implement (ATS Units and 
RCCs need procedures, not a copy of Annex 6) 



Annex 6 — Operation of Aircraft, Part I — International Commercial Air Transport —

Aeroplanes
6.18 LOCATION OF AN AEROPLANE IN DISTRESS 

• 6.18.1 As of 1 January 2025, all aeroplanes of a maximum certificated take-off mass of over 27, 000 kg for which 

the individual certificate of airworthiness is first issued on or after 1 January 2024, shall autonomously transmit 

information from which a position can be determined by the operator, at least once every minute, when in 

distress, in accordance with Appendix 9. 

• 6.18.2 Recommendation.— All aeroplanes of a maximum certificated take-off mass of over 5 700 kg for which 

the individual certificate of airworthiness is first issued on or after 1 January 2023, should autonomously transmit 

information from which a position can be determined at least once every minute, when in distress, in accordance 

with Appendix 9. 

• 6.18.3 The operator shall make position information of a flight in distress available to the appropriate 

organizations, as established by the State of the Operator. 



LADR – What is it?
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 The LADR can be accessed as data files, or 
using the viewer shown here.

 As a single source, there is reduced risk of 
transcription errors in passing position 

information and updates via voice.

 The LADR helps operators fulfil their 
responsibility under Annex 6, 6.18.3, to 

“make position information of a flight in 
distress available to the appropriate 

organizations”.



So, how to subscribe?



3.5 AIRCRAFT TRACKING

All contacts Only ANSPs
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OPS CTRL Summary
• Single global database of contact details for all ACCs 

and Operators

• Access to OPS CTRL will lead to access to LADR

• Contact your State Focal Point to provide your details 
and gain access

• More details through SkyTalks: A40 SkyTalks: Global 

Aeronautical Distress and Safety System (GADSS) 
Implementation support tools – YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZbD3IIdkzbk&list=PLOoOa5RwilZKUOOuGjerVx4wtAk2eKmGs&index=16


Considerations
• Local procedures

• Two messages to RCC

• ADT active in-flight

• False activation in-flight

• ELT(DT) is not ELT



Questions


