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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 During discussions on State oversight responsibilities at the DGP Working Group of the

Whole Meetings in Abu Dhabi (DGP-WG/10, 7 to 11 November 2010) and Atlantic City (DGP-WG/11,
4 to 8 April 2011), panel members with existing shipper inspection programmes in their States were asked
to provide background information on their approaches, policies, and tools (DGP/23-WP/2,
paragraph 3.1.3 and DGP/23-WP/3, paragraph 3.1.2 refer).

1.2 Accordingly, at DGP-WG/11, the working group was provided a presentation of how to
potentially conduct inspections of shippers with a risk management approach. This included a safety risk
based prioritization of such inspections using knowledge of the shipper’s operations through use of data
collected from a variety of sources. It was suggested that interested members should discuss the paper
intercessionally in order for a new paper to be prepared for DGP/23.
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1.3 The United States strongly agrees with the comments from DGP-WG/10, recognizing that
shippers are a critical component to a safe and secure supply chain. The accident and incident history
associated with dangerous goods underscores the need for direct State oversight to ensure and assess
compliance with shipper responsibilities under Annex 18 — The Safe Transport of Dangerous Goods by
Air to conduct oversight of the responsibilities of Part 5 of the Technical Instructions.

1.4 To this end, the material presented below is intended to:

a) inform other States of one country’s approach to shipper inspections; and

b) assist the DGP in considering the scope and nature of guidance that should be
incorporated into the Supplement to the Technical Instructions.

1.5 Given the differences between passengers and other shippers, this paper specifically
addresses shippers other than passengers.
2. ELEMENTS OF CONDUCTING OVERSIGHT OF SHIPPERS WHO OFFER

DANGEROUS GOODS FOR AIR TRANSPORTATION

2.1 There are six areas related to shipper inspections provided below. These areas are
exclusive of passenger-related issues which we treat as distinct from entities shipping dangerous goods
below the passenger deck.

a) knowledge of shipper’s operation;

b) prioritization (safety risk management);
c) inspection activities;

d) inspections questions;

e) enforcement; and

f) outreach.
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