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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Part 8;1.1.2 ¢), f) and g) of the Technical Instructions specify that operator(s) must ensure
that wheelchairs or other battery-powered mobility aids are carried in such a manner so as to prevent
unintentional activation and that they are protected from being damaged by the movement of baggage,

mail, stores or other cargo.

1.2 On 7 September 2008 at Manchester Airport, ground staff unloading baggage from the
forward hold of a Boeing 757 noticed blue sparks coming from a wheelchair with non-spillable batteries.
The wheelchair was removed from the aircraft and placed on a baggage belt vehicle, where it immediately
burst into flames and was destroyed. From subsequent investigations, it appeared during flight, baggage
moved the joystick on the wheelchair causing the motor to be engaged thus causing friction or an electrical
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load that ignited the aid. Based upon this and subsequent occurrence reports received by the United
Kingdom CAA, incident concerning wheelchairs found activated after flight, it would appear difficult to
prevent unintentional activation unless device are carried within a ULD or compartment loaded with no
other baggage or cargo. Many operators would find it difficult to apply such a policy to all flights.

1.3 Wheelchairs and other mobility aids powered by nickel-metal hydride batteries are carried
by passengers whose mobility is restricted either by a disability, their health or age, or a temporary
mobility problem (e.g. broken leg). Special Provision A123 refers to nickel-metal hydride batteries and
specifies that any electrical battery-powered device, equipment or vehicle having the potential of a
dangerous evolution of heat must be prepared for transport so as to prevent a short circuit or unintentional
activation. Accordingly, whilst Special Provision A123 addresses the requirements for transporting
wheelchairs and other mobility aids powered by nickel-metal hydride batteries as checked baggage, no
reference is made to such devices within Part 8 of the Technical Instructions.

1.4 A number of wheelchairs and other mobility aids are specifically designed to allow
batteries to be removed and carried within a bag. It is suggested that such batteries (particularly lithium
batteries) would be safest if carried within the passenger cabin as this would allow intervention by crew in
the event of short-circuit or fire.
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