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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 At the 2013 Meeting of the Dangerous Goods Panel Working Group of the Whole
(DGP-WG/13, Montréal, 15 to 19 April 2013) there was discussion on the provisions applicable to UN 3072
— Life-saving appliances not self-inflating based on two working papers, DGP-WG/13-WP/20
and DGP-WG/13-WP/53.

1.2 Based on proposals in the working papers it was agreed to assign Special Provision A182
against UN 3072 — L.ife-saving appliances not self-inflating to require that appliances containing only
lithium batteries must be assigned to UN 3090 — Lithium metal batteries or UN 3480 — Lithium ion
batteries, as applicable.

1.3 Changes to Packing Instruction 955 were not agreed at DGP-WG/13 as the two working
papers made differing proposals.

1.4 The proposal in this working paper seeks to address the comments provided at
DGP-WG/13 during the discussions on the issues around the revisions to Packing Instruction 955 to ensure
that where life-saving appliances contain lithium batteries that the appropriate safety measures are
addressed.
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1.5 In reviewing Packing Instruction 955 it is believed that the existing text under “additional
packing requirements” that provides an indication of what fits within the description for self-inflating
life-saving appliances may be misleading in that it may be interpreted by some that the requirements and
limits on the dangerous goods listed apply only to self-inflating appliances. It is therefore proposed to move
this text to the top of the packing instruction to make this a general indication applicable to all life-saving
appliances.

1.6 As part of the development of the proposals in this working paper it was identified that
P905 in the UN Model Regulations, which applies to life-saving appliances, has some specific text that
applies to batteries in Class 8 and lithium batteries. P905 requires that the batteries be disconnected or
electrically isolated. This text has been added to the changes proposed to Packing Instruction 955.

1.7 Finally, the existing packing instruction has a paragraph that refers to passenger restraint
systems and provisions that apply to these, which includes allowance for a gas cartridge containing a
Division 2.2 gas and up to two actuating cartridges. This text was introduced into the Technical Instructions
with effect the 1993-1994 Edition, which predates the adoption of specific UN numbers for air bags (UN
0503 and UN 3268).

1.8 It is questioned as to whether this text should be retained, particularly given the changes to
the proper shipping names for air bags and seat belt pretensioners, which will become “safety devices”. As
these safety devices must be packed in UN specification packagings, whereas life-saving appliances only
require strong outer packagings, it is proposed to delete the applicable paragraph from Packing Instruction
955. In the appendix to this working paper this paragraph is shown struck through, but in square brackets for
the panel’s consideration.
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