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1. INTRODUCTION
11 Part 6;6.5.3.6.3 of the Technical Instructions specifies that an additional drop test is

required for packagings intended to contain dry ice. In this test, one sample must be stored so that al the
dry ice dissipates and then that sample must be dropped in one of the orientations described in Part
6;6.5.3.2 which must be that most likely to result in failure of the packaging. On the other hand, Part
6;6.5.2.2.1 (Explanation for use of Table 6-4) requires that if the packaging is to contain dry ice, then one
further single sample must be dropped “five times’ after conditioning in accordance with 6.5.3.6.3

12 These two provisions are contradictory in terms of the number of drops using one single
sample and this may cause misunderstanding.

13 In this context what would be the appropriate interpretation of this requirement? Shall we
drop it once or five times?
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APPENDIX

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO PART 6 OF THE TECHNICAL INSTRUCTIONS

Part 6

PACKAGING NOMENCLATURE, MARKING,
REQUIREMENTS AND TESTS

Chapter 6

PACKAGINGS FOR INFECTIOUS SUBSTANCES OF CATEGORY A

6.5.2 Preparation of packagings for testing

Suggestion 1. Remove “fivetimes’ from text in 6.5.2.2.1.1 and keep 6.5.3.6.3.

6.5.2.2.1.1 If the packaging to be tested consists of a fibreboard outer box with a plastics primary receptacle, five
samples must undergo the water spray test (see 6.5.3.6.1) prior to dropping and another five must be conditioned to —18°C
(see 6.5.3.6.2) prior to dropping. If the packaging is to contain dry ice, then one further single sample must be dropped five
times-after conditioning in accordance with 6.5.3.6.3.

6.5.3.6.3 Packagings intended to contain dry ice — additional drop test

Where the packaging is intended to contain dry ice, a test additional to that specified in 6.5.3.1 and, when appropriate, in
6.5.3.6.1 or 6.5.3.6.2 must be carried out. One sample must be stored so that all the dry ice dissipates and then that sample
must be dropped in one of the orientations described in 6.5.3.2 which must be that most likely to result in failure of the
packaging.

Suggestion 2: keep text in 6.5.2.2.1.1 and add “five times” in 6.5.3.6.3

6.5.2.2.1.1 If the packaging to be tested consists of a fibreboard outer box with a plastics primary receptacle, five
samples must undergo the water spray test (see 6.5.3.6.1) prior to dropping and another five must be conditioned to —18°C
(see 6.5.3.6.2) prior to dropping. If the packaging is to contain dry ice, then one further single sample must be dropped five
times after conditioning in accordance with 6.5.3.6.3.

6.5.3.6.3 Packagings intended to contain dry ice — additional drop test
Where the packaging is intended to contain dry ice, a test additional to that specified in 6.5.3.1 and, when appropriate, in
6.5.3.6.1 or 6.5.3.6.2 must be carried out. One sample must be stored so that all the dry ice dissipates and then that sample

must be dropped five times in one of the orientations described in 6.5.3.2 which must be that most likely to result in failure of |
the packaging.
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