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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 A paper was presented at the 2013 Meeting of the Dangerous Goods Panel Working
Group of the Whole (DGP-WG/13, Montreal, 15 to 19 April 2013) (DGP-WG/13-WP/61) that offered
some text developed by the IATA Cabin Safety Task Force (CSTF) to address the post-incident
considerations of a lithium battery fire in the aircraft cabin. Although some concerns were expressed on
some of the language and text in the CSTF document, there was general support for the concept.

1.2 Based on that discussion paper and the discussions at DGP-WG/13, there has been
discussion with a number of interested people and some text has been developed for inclusion into the
Emergency Response Guidance for Aircraft Incidents involving Dangerous Goods (Doc 9481) to provide
additional guidance to cabin crew on the actions to be taken in the event of an electronic device
overheating or catching fire in the cabin.
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1.3 What has been developed for consideration has been to:

a) expand on the current guidance to include a lithium battery overheating or electrical
smell emitting from a portable electronic device;

b) expand on the current guidance to include when and how to safely move the device
post event involving a fire. Operators have contacted IATA seeking guidance on
what to do once the device is extinguished, including when and how to move and
store the device until the first point of landing; and

c) include offloading procedures for a device involved in a lithium battery event. These
are suggested for the first point of landing of the aircraft. Any incident involving a
lithium battery fire should be reported internally to the operator and externally to the
appropriate national authority. This is to support the process of a post-incident
investigation.

1.4 IATA is suggesting for the appropriate national authority to require the operator to retain
the device involved in the event on behalf of the authority until the authority is able to retrieve it.

15 The retention of the device also prevents the device from inadvertently travelling onward
by air. Removing the device from the aircraft at the first point of landing is important as some battery cells
that were damaged may still be charged and affected and could potentially go into thermal runaway. The
Technical Instructions in Special Provision Al154, state, in part: Lithium batteries identified by the
manufacturer as being defective for safety reasons, or that have been damaged, that have the potential of
producing a dangerous evolution of heat, fire or short circuit are forbidden for air transport.
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