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shocks and impacts during transport and handling that are quite different than the shocks and impacts 
packages of lithium cells and batteries encounter during transport. 

1.3 Several PRBA members manufacture lithium metal cells and batteries for use in baggage 
tags.  Lithium metal button cells and batteries are currently the overwhelmingly preferred battery 
technology and form factor used in baggage tags, for two reasons. First, lithium metal cells and batteries 
have a very low discharge rate and can provide a reliable, long-term source of energy for the tags. 
Second, as test data have shown, button cell designs and form factors provide a unique level of safety. 
The low energy, limited lithium metal content and unique design and form factor all contribute to a cell 
and battery that is very abuse tolerant.  

1.4 IATA has proposed in DGP/25-WP/31 a lithium content limit of 0.3 grams of lithium 
metal for lithium metal batteries used in baggage tags.  PRBA is aware of at least one lithium metal 
battery design that will soon be placed on the market that consists of six small button cells with an 
aggregate lithium metal content of 0.42 grams (0.07 X 6 = 0.42). 

1.5 We are not aware of lithium ion cells and batteries being used in baggage tags although 
that certainly is a distinct possibility in the future. Therefore, any regulations being considered by the 
DGP should also include limits for small lithium ion cells and batteries. The 2.7 Wh limit proposed in 
DGP/25-WP/31 provides a reasonable limit but should apply to cells and batteries. 

2. DISCUSSION: 

2.1 The DGP is invited to consider the following limits for lithium ion and lithium metal 
cells and batteries used in active baggage tags: 

a) For lithium metal cells and batteries, cells must not exceed 0.3 grams of lithium 
metal and batteries must not exceed 1.0 gram of lithium metal;  

b) Lithium ion cells and batteries must not exceed a Watt-hour rating of 2.7 Wh. 
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