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DANGEROUS GOODS PANEL (DGP)
TWENTY-FIFTH MEETING
Montreéal, 19 to 30 October 2015
Agenda Item 2: Development of recommendations for amendments to the Technical Instructions for
the Safe Transport of Dangerous Goods by Air (Doc 9284) for incorporation in the
2017-2018 Edition

RESTRICTION FOR TERMOMETERS WHICH CONTAIN MERCURY, CARRIED
BY PASSENGERS OR CREW

(Presented by D. Mirko)

HE

A TARSCAFHEVGEI BT (HARGIND 28 8 #73 A ik & LA 7
MIRLAE, ZEIEAE T IRAT 28 iz Sar BBl S 455t P S KR AR o

felemE RETAEEMITED: HERY ML ZAMRYEA TR SCIF I 5
Fis, BT H8H D H1ERS-15E 9) 7 B B b 7 dh 511K

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 A Russian airline has recorded two cases of damage to the integrity of mercury
thermometers by passengers in flight, followed by discharging of their content to the carpet of the
aircraft cabin. On 5 June 2015 cabin crew of an aircraft on a domestic flight from Khabarovsk to
Moscow found the content of the mercury thermometer (mercury balls) in the cabin. After arrival at the
destination airport, appropriate services inspected the aircraft and performed its demercurization (clean
up). On 11 June 2015, cabin crew of an aircraft on an international flight from Moscow to Prague
received a message about the damage of the mercury thermometer and spreading mercury on the carpet
of the aircraft cabin. The cabin crew on their own was not able to collect mercury in the cabin and the
destination airport could not provide appropriate demercurization service. As a result, the airline had to
send the aircraft back to the departure airport without passengers for demercurization service.
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1.2 Industry currently offers digital thermometers, based on heat sensors containing no
mercury. These thermometers are widely used, and may be used by airline passengers and crew members
without restrictions on board an aircraft.

13 We believe that the decision to allow the carriage of mercury thermometers by
passengers in carry-on baggage and on the person was taken when mercury thermometers were not digital
analogs, and nowadays, carry-on passengers and crew have alternative options that would make it
possible to prohibit the presence of mercury thermometers in the passenger cabin and cockpit.

2. ACTION BY THE DGP

2.1 The DGP is invited to amend the list of medical necessities in Part 8, Chapter 1, in
Table 8-1, subparagraph 9), as shown in the appendix to this working paper.
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